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Long fince written by W. P. Entiguled, A Brief 
Eramiiation and State of Liberty Spiritwal, &C. 


By Thomas Ellwood. 


2 Tim. 3-13. Evil min and Seducers ſhall wax worſe ad worſe, de< 
d being deceived. 
BY oa Now! beſeech you, Brethren, math rbews which cauſe Dj- 


viſions and Offenses, contrary 10 the Doltrine which ye have learned, 
ard avoid them. 


ad Sold by 7. Sowte, at the Creoked-Zillt in Holowy: 
*rintens _ "Lam in Shri, 1691, 
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N the Year 1681. there was a ſmall Treatiſe publiſhed by « 

- Friend, under the Tithe of A Brief Examination of Li- 

n.. berty Spiritual, &c. The occaſion of writing that Treatiſe 
war, « ſenſe the Author thereof had, ani an Obſervation he had 
made, how much the Nature of that true' Spiritual Liberty was 
miſunderſtood by ſome, and the' Name thereof abuſed by others 
in the Profeſſion of the Truth; who, "under pretence of being left 
to that Liberty in themſelves, aud to their own Freedom theyein, 
both took liberty to do [nch" things as were sneonfitent with'that 
true Liberty, and with the Printiple of Trath which they pro- 
feſſed; and, deſpifing thoſe uſeful, good and -meceſſary Helps 
and Means which the Lord hath provided, ani furniſhed bis 
Church or People with, for the preventing ihil Frephng ut ſuch 
Diſorders, Evils and Stanaals, as the unruly Nature" of van, 
through ſuch « miſftake'of trac Liberty, might and would bring 
in, Ta rejedt the Counſel; Admonition or Reprodf* of their Bre- 
thren, with 4 What haſt thou to do with me ?.* Leave me to 
- my own Freedom. To reclaim (if it might be) thoſe that 
' werethus deceivea, and prevent others from being ſo," the Author 
being preſſed in Spirit for Zion's ſake, azd for the Peace of Je- 

_ * rufalem, andhaving a deep Senſe t as himſelf expreſſes) of the 
working of the Enemy of Lion's Peace. © to rend and divide the 

' Heritags of God, did write the fore-mentioned Treatiſe for the 
EftabliſÞment of the Faithful, Information ' of the Sirhple- 
hearted, aud Reproof of the Arrogant and' High-minaed ; as 


2 his 


| The PREFACE. 
his Title Page ſets forth. As that Treatiſe had its Service and 
Atceptance with the Faithful and Simple-hearted : So it has 
paſſed hitherto ( for between nine and ten Tears) free (rom the 
Cavils (at leaſt Publick) of the Arrogant and High:min-e1, 
Fill now that of !ate fome of ther, who are of a reſthſs Spirit {ani 
fo whom it js uxeaſie to be, or to let others be quiet} ve ting- 
led out that Book for a freſh Butt to ſhoot at, make that a new 
Occaſion to renew Contextion, and revive the old. Controverſie. 
In order to' this they have very tately publiſhed «;Book, . in An- 
fwer as is pretended) to ſeveral material Paſſages in that Book, 
That An{mer; hath\in the Title Page the Letters J. H..as fangs 
ing for ths. Author's Name.\ But ſince T have na certain know+ 
{edye whois meant by thoſe two Letters, and I. find the general 
 ftileof the Anſwer, both in the Preface aud Book it ſelf, to run 
in the-firſt Perſon. Plural ( We]. which, by the Advertiſe- 
 wiertas the Emd.of. the. Preface, I amtold may be underſtood. is 
reſprit of "thoſe of the, ſame mind mith the Author of that Book, 
T choſe in my Reply, to entitle the Adverſe Party to it, without 
, regard toany particnlar Perſon, CE 3. > 
*:.\ They labower much, throughout their Book, to faften 44 ugly 
Jdmputation-or Charge. upon the Author of that 'Treatiſe they 
pretend to 4n{wer, of exdeavouring to bring ina blind Obe« 
dience, an implicit Faith, Conformity before and without Cog- 
vidtiou, a Dependence on Men inſtead of a Dependexce on God, 
\, endexwVouriag 0 obtrude or ſet up. Opinion, or, the likeneſs o 
: Traih,' inſtead of Truth, &c.. How far from Truth this Charge 
is, the following Reply is intended to manifeſl, How far from 
' zrue Chriſtianity 4 max muff be that could be guilty of all this,is 
menifeſt of. it {elf. 7 he Adverſaries therefore, that they might 
y. neg bereby too much. difguſt (ach of their Favourers, as have not 
.y wholh c<) off all good thoughts of him they thus traduot, make us 
$i rf they nouid in Charity excaſe the Author from doing thoſe 


things 


The PREFACE.. 
things knqningly;. pretending to belicue him both a better Mais 
And ore Ris Hot LO 3:6 the an te det 
with him, in Aufweting his Rook, the Falo#ig' Reply:aniltoher 
part diſccver, Here in their. Preface, for the redſon of higo>\ 
ing the things rhey {apderonſy 14% him with, they aſſign hix be« 
ing deceived through the myſterious workint of the \ Enemy 57 
which that-jt may _not ſeem ſtrange, they wiſh their Reader \10, 
conſider how many have been deceived rBerehy; bet year \and 
ſmall, ayd ſome at tines hurried into things grofly Evil, ''as 
killing their fellow-Creatures, and yer at the ſame time think 
they, pd Goa ſervice. But as no good Citiftian: ever dfdn/a; 
S$o,. by the C Eaperiſon (eg have made, "they. ſafficiemtly fbew 
what 4 ſort of Chriſtian they in reality eftevts him tobe. >. 
Their Preface is {o much, both '# matter and  nanper, ' of 
the {ame Piece with their Book, that much of what is in the 
Preface, . will be taken. notice of in the Reply to the Book';. to 
which therefare, for avoiding _— Repetitions, > F refer. 
Tet becauſe they have looſely ſcattered through their Prefuce many 
unſound Expreſſions, which perhaps may not ſo fitly be handledin 
the Reply, 1. will briefly touch a few of them here; As © - 
Their calling the likeneſs. of Truth a Thyyd\thing; befides 
what is Evil and Good, and ſaying that it ffands betwixt Evil 
and Good (though they bring it in with as [ 4s we may ſay} will 
nos hold weight, . but unſound. For that which is only: like 
Truth, but is not Truth, doth ot ffandbetwixt Evil and Good, 
but (whatever it Fre tobe} is really and direfily Evil; and 
| flanas-in and with the Evil, * PEA 
Sa their making the Covering of the Soul, where the likeneſs 
of Truth ts, received for Truth, &c. to be as the Linnen and © 
tt olkn-Garment, forbid to be worn under the I aw; 55 4h mifit 
and unſound Compariſon':.' For neither the Linnen acr the 
Wollex was Evil, though (464 Type 'of Sinteriry and Srmgle- 


, "weſs. 


The. PREFACE: | 


314340; t FIx 
weſs-bf Sdexrt) they were then: furan > bawors tn vt Gar- 
nent together ; 0Y ut leeds Hop SPE Inofully be worn 
by it ſelf, . or the Vollen by " likeneſs of Trath, 


that mhich is. $9.5 The oath ep 55 wot br Puth, may neither be 
received, together with 1.0 thing that i is Trach, nor aloxe by it 
ſelf- wicker owh; 

So mhew they peul t of Outward, Riker, Vhey'ſay, Every add- 
ing of -optward Rules, ſhews a want of Chriſt's Govern- 
ment by:his holy Spirit; Y 7 hey miſtake. If it ſhews 4 want 
of any thing, it ſhews jawevt of Iron to his Government 
by his bety. Spirit if 6. w4vt of: hat (Government. —_— 
zs Chriſt's Governn [8 by bis hoky ou incomp jble 11ithÞ our 
ward. Rules: bat. ” ratever outward Rules C woe by his Sp iret 
gives, are confetent, with, ad agrecable #0. his Government & 
his, 

ein, whey, tha ho Ir is certain that/no ourk/ar# Ru Ri le, 
as.it concerns a holy Converſation or the worſhip of God, is 
.of any... Service, but until he come ; They'err. T, here ave 
many outward Rules in the. Scriptures of Truth, that mere given 
by. the Spirit of. God, mhichbave bee, ad are off S erbice Fo 2A 
\27,, after Chrift hath Leen oa come. . © 

Again, whey they {ay, Every atter Aphtarince of God i is 
as death tothe former; :The Ex elſion is un ſavoury, and not 
ſound: . For the Appearances of 9 bot or Chrif Ao zot kill one 
| another; but agree oue with axother, and C C-aPerate th the work 
he bacauets thereby. But when to this they zdd,” And this'is 
our Caſe, as well asany that did go before us, Fc. They err 

regiouſly : For the Appearance of God in us, did not bring 
Peat z0 th: former, Appearance of God its others | SE h*to 
the falſe Appearances and ara a" theres te Bug it od "Nether 
will any further oo af God hereafter, bY:ug Death, 
or be Death, or be as Death rot the Appearanie of God, 
whereby 


The PREFACE. 
whereby God hath made knows himſelf in aud to his People iu 
this Age. : 

Again, they ſay, When the Appearance or Converſation 
mult be meaſured by certain Rules, it follows what is terms 
of Communion, or is accepted with God, may not be ac- 
cepted with men This is a looſe Expreſſion, and tends to let 
up Looſeneſs. Are not Sobriety, Temperance, Chaſtity, Mo- 
aeſty, Honeſty, &c. certain Rules whereby Converſation ought 
to be meaſured? If there muſt be no certain Rules for meaſuring 
Converſation, how ſhall the moſt unruly Converſation be blamed, 
reproved, judged, condemned, and either reformed or rejetted ? 
By theſe few Inſtances it may appear, how much they are declined 
from Truth, 

The God of Trath knows, I have no other End in this Reply 
than to defend Truth, and the Children of it, againſt the [lax- 
derous Saggeſtions, falfe Charges, and wicked Inſinuations of 
the Adwerſaries ; to lay Opes their deceitful Des i" 53 4anaio 
remove (as the Lord ſhall enable me) the ſtumbling-Blocks 
which they have laid iu the way of the Weak, whereby they have 
cauſed ſome to fall into Miſapprehenfions and herd Thoughts of 
Friends, without cauſe. And I _ the God of Mercy to 
open the Underſftandings and clear the Sight of all thoſe, - whoſe 
Simplicity bas been betrayed by the Others Swubtilty, that they 
may ſee and eſcape the Enemies Snares, and return to the true 
Fell, from which they have been led «ftray. 
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A Reply toan Anſwer, lately publiſhed 
to a 300k long lince written, entituled, 
A brief Examinatioa and State of Li- 
berty Spiritual, &c. 


TFT Author of that Book, called, A brief Examination, &C. 


hath therein truly and ſoundly defined Spiritval Liberty 

declaring it to be two-fold, True & Falſe, according to the 
true and falſe Spirit, which reſpeCtively leads into cach. The true 
Spiritual Liberty he defines to be © Deliverance from Sin by the 
© perfeft Law in the Heart, the perfe& Law of Liberty, 74mes 2. 
© otherwiſe called, The Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, 
< that makes free from the Law of Sin and Death z elſewhere ſtiled 
&« The Law of Truth wri: in the Heart, which makes free indeed 
&« as ſaith Chriſt, If the Truth make you free, than are you free 1ndeea. 
©*So that the Liberty of God's People ſtands in tne Truth, and 
* their Communion in. it, and in the Perfe&t Spiritual- Law of 
a Chrilt Jeſus, which delivers and preſerves them fromevery Evil 
is hints that doth or would embondage. In this bleſſed Liberty 
:eS/t''is Not the will or wiſdom of man, neither the vain Aﬀettions 


"© 277d Luſts that rule, or give Law to the Soul; for the minds of 


& ail ſuch as. are made free by the Truth, are by the Truth con- 
< ancted in doing and ſuffering through their earthly Pilgrimage. 
The falſe Liberty he defines to be *©* A departing from this bleſſed 
<« Spirit of Truth, and a Rebeliing againſt this Perfe&t Law of, Li- 
© berty in the Heart,and being at Liberty to do our own Wills ; up- 
< on which cometh Reproof and Judgment. This, being the Balis of 
the work, 1 thought fir to.tranſcribe at large, that the Reader may 


plainly ſee and underſtand what that Liberty 1s, both true and falſe, 


which was. the ſubject of that Book, and is now of this Controverſie. 
Againſt this Definition of Spiritual Liberty, I do not find the 
Anſwerers of that Book (for the Anſwer rnns i2 the plurel Num- 
B ber) 


EY” -: | | 
ber ) take any Exception. For, in the entrance of their Anſwer, 
they ſay, ds to the Definition of Liverty Spiritually explained, page the 
firſt, We agree upon rhe matter. But, palling by ſome Queſtions and 
Anſwers in that Book, tending to ſhew, 'in ſome general Inſtances, 
wherein and ho» far th: Members -of the Church of Chriſt may be 
lefs to their freedom 5 They take-hold of a Queſtion and Anſwer 
in the ſecond and third pages, which are thus expreſt. *©* QueſF. 
& But doth not Freedom extend further than this ; for ſince God 
<« hath given me a manifeſtation of his Spirit to profit withal,' and 
<« that I have the Gift of God in my ſelf, ſhould I not be left to act 
<« according as I am free and perſwaded in my own mind, in the 
<« things that relate to God, leſt looking upon my {ſelf as obliged 
& by what is revealed unto another, though it be not revealed unto 
< me, 1 ſhould be led out of my own meaſure, and act upon ano- 
<« ther*s Motion, and fo offer a blind Sacrifice to God? Arſw: 
« Thijs 1s true in a ſenſe, tlat is, if thou art ſuch a one that canſt do 
« nothing againſt the Truth, but for the Truth, then mayft thou 
&« ſafely be left to thy freedom in the things of Ged, and the Reaſon 
& is plainz Becauſe thy freedom ſtands in the perfe& Law of Li- 
<« berty, in the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, .and in 
&< the Truth, which is Chriſt Jeſus, which makes thee free indeed, 
<« that is, perfeQly free from all that is Bad, and perfectly free to 
<« all that is Holy, Juſt, Lovely, Honeſt, Comely and of gaod Re- 
© port; But if thou pleadeſt thy Freedom againſt ſuch things, yea, 
&« obſtructeſt and lighteſt ſuch good, wholſome and requilit things, 
* Thy Freedom is naught, dark, perverſe, out of the Truth, and 
6 apainſt the perfet Law of Love and Liberty. | 

The Queſtion, as ſtated above, the Adverſaries find no fault 
with, but approve and applaud, often calling it a Weighty Queſtion. 
But for all that, they either miſtaxe, or wilfully pervert it. For 
whereas the plain and expreſs Terms of the Queſtion are theſe, 
-« [Since God hath given me a manifeſtation of his Spirit to profit 
<& withal,and that I have the Gift of God in my ſelf, ſhould I not be 
<« left, &c.] They, in their Sophiſtical Gloſles upon it, vary the 
Terms, and inſtead of [God's having given, Fc.] They reader it 
[where the Gift of God is received to profit withal: ] And inſt<2d of ['[ 
have the Gift of God in my ſelf ] They put. [| fuich as do adbere ro ir} 
As if there were no difterence (or They knew, or regarded none) 

between 


Cy) 


betwen God's having given a manifeſtation of his Spirit to profit 
withal, and man's having received this Gift of Ged 70 profit withal : 
Betwixt man's having the Gift of God in himſelf, and his Adbering 
(that i3, zoyning and cleaving clo unto this heavenly Gift. Where- 
as £18 Spiricnally-minded know, not oaly that rhe manifeſtation of the 
S917 45 gven.to every 11.47 19 profit Wwiihat., 2CCOrding to 1 Cor. 12. T. 
(r'.002 £00 Many receive it not,but-reject and revel againſt irh) but 
thai,even of tho!c that have profeſied to tave received it,all have not 
received it to tht good end & benefit for which it was given,name- 
ly, to profit thereby. Neither have all who tave had the Gift of 
Gcd in themlelves, adhered thereto: But many have wholly kickt 
againſt itz and ſome who have pretended to adhere to it, have, in- 
ſtexd thereof, adhered to its and their own Enemy, not to their 
profit, bur to their Loſs and Ruin, and to the Trouble and dif 
quiet of the Church, of which they held themſelves to he Members. 
Now that the Adverſaries have thus wreſted the Queſtion, ſhall 
appear in their own words; for after they have (without much va- 
riation) recited the Queſtion and Anſwer, they in their own An- 
ſwer thereto, pag. 2. ſay, That this Queſtion above is weighty, is 
clear, for the whole Controverſie ſeems included init; For where the Gift 
of God is Received to profit withal, they have liberty and freedom to chuſe 
or refuſe things, * according as they are perſmaded, or they have rot ; and 
allthis (ſay they) 1s included in the Queftion. Here,they have put in 
the word [received] thereby turning the ground of the Queſtion 
from God's having given, to man's having received the Gift of God 
to profit withal- Again, ſay they, The Queſtion is, whether freedom 
ard Liberty do not extend” further than eutward things, that is, Whether 
it doth net reach to the things of God, where the Gift of God is Received ac- 
cording tothe Queſtion, Whenas the word [[Received} is not in the 
Queſtion. Again, taking upon them in a conceited humour, to 
turn the Queſtion into a Poſition or Aſlertion, they ſay, It will fol- 
low thus, or to thus effeft, that true Liberty and freedom reacheth to the 
things of God, 10 all that have received the Gift of God to profit withal ; 
for ſuch, as they do adhere to it, have liberty and freedoms in the fear of 
God ro chuſe, &c. 

Now having thus wreſted the Queſtion, by varying the Terms 
in which the Author had laid it down, Their next work is to Cavil 
at his Anſwer ; which, though it anſwered his Queſtion, does not 

B 2 anſwer 
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(4) 
anſwer theirs, at leaſt not to'their minds. And firſt I take notice, 
as if they had a mind to play theCriticks,and ſhew ſome little $kill in . 
Pedantry, they fall a Word-pecking, and Carp at his manner of 
expreſſing himſelf. It ſcems as if they thought him deficient in 
Grammer, and that ne underſtood not Congruity of Speech. The 
beginning of his Anſwer was, This 3s tre 1n a ſenſe. For this they 
take him up. Tt ſeems rather (iay they, Pag. 2.) to take the Queſtion 
to be an Ajſertion, tan 4 Queſtion 1n our Fudgment ; for (ſay they) it 
follows thus, That tives Queſtion is true 12 A ſenſe, which to us 15 neither clear 
or very priper, a Qu; tion in ſome ſort being 4 matter undctermined tall 
afſirmed or denyed. vurely, one would think, they might have ſpa- 
red their Cenſare on another, unleſs they had learn'd to ſpeak with 
more clearneſs and better ſenſe themſelves. How would they 
be underſtood, that a Queſtion 4# ſome ſort is a matter undetermi- 
ned till affirmed and denyed ? 'Is it undetermined i ſome ſort, and 
determined iz ſome other ſort, befcre it beeither affirmed or denyed? 
Or is a Queſtion, with them, a matter determined ſo ſoon as it is 
affirmed or denyed ? They bave found out, ſure, an caſte way of de- 
termining Queſtions, if either aftirming or denying will determin 
the matter. But to make this pretended Soleciſme upon the Author 
of the Book they pretend to Anſwer, They abuſe his words - for they 
ſay, It follows thus ( meaning, in his Book) that this Queſtion is true in a 
ſenſe. But without Queſtion, They put in the word Queſtion in 
that place: for it doth not follow ſo in his Book. His Book doth 
not ſay, This Qzeſtion is true ina ſenſe: But, This 1s rruc in # ſenſe. 
This; the Matter, Subſtance, Subje&t of the Queſtion : - not the 
Qneſtion (which is but a. form of Speech) but the thing queſtioned; 
which if They know not how to diſtinguiſh, They are the leſs fit 
to take upon them to correct Others, him eſpecially. 

Next,. I obſerve they except againſt the Anſwer as inſufficient. 
They ſay, pag. 2. The Anſwer, if worthy of that Name, 1s flight and 
evaſrue, 10 way deſerving to be reputed or accepted as a true Anſwer to-this 
weighty Queſtion. Again, We fird no diref Anſwer,neither direltly ajfirm- 
ing or denying the Queſtion. Again,We ſee the Queſtion is rather avoided 
than anſwered. A\l this in one page. And with ſuch abuſive Slights, their 
Book abounds. Burt in this They do but beat the Air with; empty 
Noiſe and Clamour, roving in Uncertainties and Self-inconſiſten- 
cies. One while they ſay, The Anſwer is 70 way deſerving to be 
| reputed 
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(5) 
reputed a true Anſwer, as in pag. 2. Another while they confeſs, 
It 45 true in the ſenſe he grants, pag. 4. Now?tis not a full An- 
ſwer, pag. 4 Anon, tis Nothing to the purpoſe, p.6. This befalls 
them, becauſe They go from the plain and fimple Truth, from the 
true Light, to grope in the dark, witi their own Gueſlings, Con- 
j-Fures, Conceivings and Suppoſitions, - buiit upon this FF] and 
to'ther [1f;] from which They as confidently force Concluſions, 
as if their Suppoſitions were the plaineſt Politions ; their Con- 
je&ures, the cleareſt Demonſtrations. Of this, Inſtances may be 
ſeen in their 3- and 4. pages, where attempting to find out by their 
1s ] whether the Author's Anſwer be-full or nay to the Queſtion, 
They lay, Either thu Queſtion, if affirmed, 5 true in a larger ſenſe, 
then he ha:granted, or it's but true in'this ferſe. If true in a larger 
ſenſe, it follows (ſay They, but not without another { f | though) 
If his aim and deſign, aiche ſays; was t0:afſert the Truth, he has mifſed 
his mark, This were to ſuppoſe it imipdflible-to hit the mark, if a 
Queſtion be true in a larger {eaſe tharvit is anſwered. Which Sup- 
poſition no man of ſenſe, I ſuppoſe, will allow of. So again, a lit- 
tlelower, If (ſay they) 1 muſt not- att-as I am perſwaded, then I muſt 
aft as others are perſmaded.-- Wilkie neceflity-is there for that ?? Where 
lies the [muſt ] in this/ eaſe? *Is'there' ns medium between my not 
ating as I am perfwaded, and+atting 'as others are perſwaded ? 
What if, in ſuch a Caſe, 1 ſhould for a'while forbear acting, notact 
at all, 'bnt hnmbly wait upon God, to receive from him the like 
Perſwaſion that my Brethren have, thar {o Ialſo may.a& with them 
upon my own perſwaſion ? Were thereany hurt in this? nay, were 
not this a good ſign of a right Chriſtian Mind and Spirit? : Again, 
they ſay, pag. 3. Either. he believes his Anſwer 1s full to the Queſtion, 
or he believes and knows it is not : If he believes ard knows it is not ſul, 
then muſt he not only net have afſerted: the Truth as above, 'but alſo be cor.- 


| ſciows wherefore be did it not ;” #nd we conceive (theres ahother of their 


Conceptions:? ) that muſt ether be becauſe-he warted ability, or be- 
cauſe he wanted Truth -in his way, ' "Here are 2 pair of inconcluſive 
Concluſions together, pieced- out with -2-ſhallow Conceit of their 
own ; which I ſhould not have. thought worth taking notice of, but 
to ſhew the. well-:meatiinig” Reader, what falſe' ways of Reaſoning 
they work by, :to beguile the'{tmple:- Among whom tt'ongh ſach 
ſort of Reaſoning may paſs for currant, -and' perhaps 'be — of 

ome 


SY es. 
NES 
23%, 
Py. "I .. 
4 = ; 
: Y 
K's O 


| (6) 
me. force by ſack-as, - through yeilding to the-Enemies. ſuggeſtions 
againſt the Truth,. are become. vailed and clouded in their under- 
ſtandings: yetto the opened Eye, the ſingle Eye, the inlightned 
mind, it appears, as. indeed, it 1s, empty, - ſhallow, trivia!, weak 
and falie. LI of 

Now as tothe Anſwer it ſelf, after all their vilifying of it, it will 
appear to the honeſt-minded to he pertinent, proper and jul enough 
© the Queſtion to which it was given. The Adverſartzs, 1 per- 
ceive, expeted an Anſwer to conſiſt only in a.Yea, or Nay- and 
they acconnt the Anſwer not direct, becauſe (as they.think) it does 
net direQly affirm or deny. Burt it. is their want of $Kill (if with- 
out offence they may be told ſo) that makes them think an Anſwer 
not direq, unleſs it be expreſt by. Yea or Nay." As the Aniwer 
relates to the Queſtion, ſo the Queſtion related to (as being ground- 
ed on}- the Definition off ſpiritual Liberty,.which the Author had 
given before. That therefore the. Anſwer they except fo, much 
againft may appear to be both proper, ' full agd direct enough to the 

Queſtion, I defire both the Queſtion it ſelf, and the Definition of 
that Liberty propounded in it, (and .on which ic is grounded) may 
be ſeriouſly and impartially weighedogecther.. The true ſpiritual 
Liberty, on which the Queſtion' was grounded, was defined to be 
Deliverance from Sin by the Perfeft Law inthe Heart, the perfe Law of 
Liberty, &c. (as is before ſet down at large.) And this Definition 
the Adverſaries have ſubſcribed to. The Queſtion that follows, and 
is grounded.upon, this Definition of ſpiritual Liberty or freedom, 
is this ; Since God hath given me 4 Manifeſtation of . his Spirit to profit 
withal, aud that I have the Gift of Godin my. ſelf, ſhould I not be left to 
47 according as I am free and perſwaded in my own mind, in the things 
that relate toGod, &c. Now conſider ; .fince it 1s certain, that this 
Gift of God is - #niver/al, that the Manifeſtation of the Spirit Is 
given to every man to profit withal : and yet no ks certain, 
that Al who have this Gift in themſelves, are not ſubjedt to it ; 
that Af to whom the Manifeſtation of theSpirit is given to profit 

withal, have not received the Gift 3. nay, that of them who do pro- 

feſs to have received it, A# have not ſo received it, as to profit there» 
withal, to be redeemed thereby into- the. true. Spiritual- Liberty : 

Theſe things, I ſay, conſidered, ſuch. a- poſitive, abſolute,..undi- 


ftinguiſhing Anſwer, as the Adyerfaries expected and call =, - a 
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C99 
ſimplegranting or denying the Queſtion, by a poſitive Yea or Nay, 
without diſtin&tion or explanation, conld not i:: Truth have been 
given, For that had been to fay, that more ought to be left to their 
fieedom,no.,not They,who by receiving the 4;vine Gift in themſelves, 
ſubjecting to it, and growing up in it, are truly thereby brought to 
the true Freedom indeed, the Freedom that ſtands in T ruth, the 
true Spiritual Liberty : Or that 4/ ought to be left ts rlicir free- 
dom 1n the things relating to GoGeven they who throug?! their alie- 
nation from God, know nothing of either this true Libery, or the 
Gift that leads to it; or They that, profeſſing to krow it, and to 
have received ir, livenot in ſubjeCtion to it, and ſo are not bronght 
to the true Spiritual Liberty by, it ; but have a freedom out of the 
Truth, a' freedom to do fuch things as the Truth condemns. - The 
Author therefore, rightly diſtinguiſhing theſe 'Uifferent ſtates, an- 
ſwered aptly to the Terins of his Queſtion ; granting the Queſtion 
in a right fenſe, but not in a wrong ſenſe. For the Queſtion not 
opening the particular ſtate of the Party demanding this freedom, 
but being grounded only upon the. Gift or Manifeſtarion [\given 
(which is applicable not-only to all in the Profeflion of Truth, how 
diforderly and ſcandalous ſo ever, but eyen to all mankind) and 
not mentioning the Parties having received the Gift in the love of it, 
cloſed with it to an improvement of it to a profiting therewith, , and 
dwelt in a ſubjeftion thereunto (which-alone brings'into the true 
Spiritual Liberty) therefore the Author, rhat' he mrght divide his 
Anſwer aright,ſaid,1f thou art ſuch an one that canſt do nothing againſt the 
Tyuth,but for the Truth (as much as to ſay,If thou art indeed come by 
thy ſubje&ion to the Heavenly Gift given thee, irto the true Spiri- 
tual Liberty, and thy freedom ſtand ih that) then 14yf thou ſafely be 
left to thy freedom in the'things 'of God, and the Reaſon (aid He) is 
plain : Becauſe thy freedom - (the freedom thou wouldſt be left to) 
ſtands in the perfe# Law of Liberty, &c. As much as to ſay, thy 
freedom, if this be thy ſtate, is the true ſpiritual Liberty before de- 
fined; and therefore thou mayft ſafely be lef: to” that, both with 
reſpect to thy ſelf, and to the Church of Chriſt, which thou art a 
Member of, ſince that freedom will not lead thee to do any thing 
againſt the Truth, but all for the Truth. (And herein, itis evi- 
dent, the Author had dire& Relation to that Definition of true Spi- 
ritual Liberty which he had given before, and which the Adverſary ' 
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now. agree to) But on the other hand, If thou who demandeſt to 
be left to thy freedom in the things of , God, art not come to this 
true ſpiritual Liberty; . but notwithſtanding God hath given 
thee a manifeſtation of his Spirit to profit withal, and that thou 
profeſſeſt in words to have received this Gift, yet thou haſt not {5 
cloſed with, and ſubjecged to this divine Giit, as to have profited 
therewithal, and ſo art not come into this true Spiritual Liberty ; 
but, by. rebelling againſt the perſgft Law of Liberty in thy Heart, 
thou art gotten into a falſe Liberty,a falſe freedom,a freedom. to do 
ſuch things as are out of Truth then it is not ſafe, either for thy 
ſelf, or for the Church of Chriſt (which thou ſeemeſt to joyn with) 
for thee to. be left, to this freedom. of thine, ſince that will lead thee 
to act not for the Truth, but againft the Truth, to bring diſhonour 
to the Truth, diſturbance fo. the Church, ; and deſtruction to thy 
ſelf. The:Author therefore, having granted that ſuch as are come 
to the true Spiritual Liberty in and by the Truth, ſhould be. lefc 
to their Freedom In that; .. added, But. if thou pleadeſt thy freedom 
againſt ſuch things, as are Holyy Tut, Lovely, Honeſt, Comely, and_ of 
good Report, yea. obſtxuttejt. a4 ſlighte ( eh Loog,, wholſome and: requj- 
fit things, thy freedom is naught, dark, pervexſe, - out of the Truth, and 
againſt the perfe Law of. Love and Liberty. - And thus, to the Spiri- 
tually-minded, who copſider. the Definition above given, of Spiri- 
tual Liberty,& take he gyeRion,as is 2s ſtated by the Author him: 
felf,; 1,make no, doub Hut It wil ANT. that (the Anſwer. given 
'*bychim thereto, was plairi, proper, dirc& aud full enough. 

" But the Adverſaries ſhew, what they would be at: for they ſay,p.4. 


4 my 6 : . #:'i oft Gd SA bail { a / wig « a. 
_ The Queſtion affirmed as above i-oertamnly 7:0t only true in a part, or in 
tt 14, true yu every part, trucin the whele 


a {enſe, ..as Deir Red Ec to ſay, bit 1 
and gvery jenſe thes 4. Poſpttg cg truein; Nay, its Jo far true, that 
if it«qn be wighg &t all, Pris only 11,4 ſenſt, and that is only when miſap- 
plied. Reply. Theſe few Lines yield much matter to be contidered ; 
1/7, When. they ſay the Queſtion affirmed as above, they muſt mean 

the Queſtion, as, it lies in the Author's own. Terms and Book, or as 

.they have new;modelled it, formed, transformed and deformed it, 

"perverted and wreſted it to their own ſenſe in their Book. If they 
mean the latter, they prevaricate foully. . If they intend the for- 
mer, viz. That the Queſtion, as ſtated and laid down (or, to an- 
ſwer thei: conceit affirmed) in the Aythor's own Terms, is true 
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- (thats, is to be granted, or held in the affirmative) 7 every part, 
In the whole, and in every ſenſe that a Poſition can be truein : then, 
ſince the Queſtion aſſigns no other Qualification to the Party de- 
manding#o bc lefr to a& according to his freedom, but that which 
is common io the moſt ſcandalous Profeſſor, to the vileſt Apoſtate, 
yea, to all mankind, namely, that God hath -iven him a marifeſta- 
tion of his Spirit to profit witkal, and rhat he hath the Gift of God 
in himſelf(wh'-! many that have ir, rebel againſt,and are fo far from 
profiting with 1t, that they do eecſpight unto it, it will follow, 
according to the Adverſaries ſenſe,that All ſuck as God latli given a 
manifeſtation of his Spirit to profit withal, Ail ſuch as have the Gift 
of God in themſelves, how diſobedien@ ſvever they are to it, how 
Heady and High-minded ſoever, how unruly and turbulent ſoever, 
how fa&ious and quarrelſom ſoever in the Chnrch, muſt notwith- 
ſtanding be left to aft as they are free (though they are free to a& 
what is out of Truth) and the Church be obliged to own and receive 
them as Brethren and feilow-Members in their ſs ating. But 
though this be the Conſequence of the Advefaries Arguing, yet 
it is dire&tly contrary to theApoſtle*s counſel, Roms. 16. 17. & 2 Tim. 
3-35- Secondly, when They ſay, The Queſtion is frue very 
part, true in the whole, and every ſenſe that a Poſition can be true in ; 
And then add, It is ſo far true, that If it can be wrong at all, "tis 
only in « ſenſe ; They ſeem to me to run at once into an Uncertainty 
and a ContradiQion.. A contradiftion, in admitting it capable of 
being wrong in any ferſe, after they have ſo poſitively affirmed it to 
be true in every ſerſe, An Uncertainty, in ſaying, Jf it can be 
wrong at all; which fhews They hzfitate, They doubt, They are 
not well aſſured, They are but in the Uncertainty : And themſelves 
fay inthe ſame page, but a few lines lower, An Uncertainty admitted 
for the Trath in this caſe, ſtands in the nature of a Lye. To this they 
acd another Paradox ; for having ſaid, -If the Queſtion . be wrong 
at all, *tis only in a ſenſe, and that is oaly when miſapplied ; They 
add, But the miſapplication of this weighty Queſtion when affirpud, doth 
neither deftroy it in its ſelf,, nor in the leaſt rake away the tre uſe. This, 
in a Parentheſis, They bid us Obſerve. * And truly they muf be ob- 
ſervant Readers indced, that can obſerve any Congruity of Senſe or 
Reaſon in this Paſſage ;z or underſtand how that can be miſapphed is 
«ny one, Which (according to or ſenſe) is applicable ro every _ 
| as 
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But it is very probable, that what They here ſay of this weighty 
Queſtion, as they ſo often call it, is intended rather of. the Queſtion, 
or Poſition they have made (for they have turn'd it from one to 
to*ther) than of the Queſtion propounded by that Author: for 
they here immediately ſubjoyn their Creed, as if they deduced it 
from the Queftion; but in ſuch Terms as are only in their own 
Queſtion,- not in his Thus they word it. Therefore we believe, 
where the Gift of God is received to profit withal, and truly adhered to, 
there muſt be a Liberty to cbuſe aud refuſe things, according as ſuch are 
perſwaded, even from the Babeiin Chriſt, to the Strong Man, and ſo to all 
ſtates * (in, Chriſt I ſuppoſe they mean.) This ſhews how little they 
underſtand the Queſtion, the ground of it. For the Babe in 
Chriſt, he that is truly in CM, though but in a Babiſh ſtate, 4biding 
in him, can do nothing againſt the Truth, but for the Truth ; 
thoughhe may not be able to do ſo much for the Truth, as a Strong 
Man, or Father in Chriſt can do. He that hath fo received the 
Gift of God, as to profit therewithal, and doth truly adhere there- 
unto, be his meaſure of growth or ſtature therein what it will, yet, 
abiding and growing vp therein, That will lead him to chuſe, and 
with freedom to embrace, whatſoever is Holy, Juſt, Lovely, Ho- 
neſt, Comely, and of good Report. So that ſuch an one in that Ca- 
pacity, wherein (according to the Author's Anſwer to the Que- 
ſtion, concerning being left to a& as he is free, &c.) he may ſafely 
be left to his freedom in the things of God. Thus, aficr all their 
Clamour againſt the Anſwer to. the Queſtion, as no way deſerving 
to be reputed a true Anſwer, not worthy of that name, of no uſe 
or ſervice with reſpeft to the Controverſic, worth nothing, no- 
thing to the purpoſe, &c. becauſe not large enough, not compre- 
henfive enough (as they think) to take in All; They, with all their 
ſtretching and wreſting, -have brought it byt to the ſame paſs, to 
them only that are in Chriſt. . And they tell ys, pag. 7.. That A4ar 
muſt be made a New Creature, and muſt travel through the whole Myſtery 
of Iniquity, before, he can come into Chriſt , and that, though the Enemy, 
that falle#- Angel, can go with Maninto every Remeve, while man ts fitting 
and preparing, yet into Chrift he cannot come, Sothat, with them, a 
man being come to be in Chriſt, is out of the Enemies reach. Thus, 
(though, exerciſing themſelves in things too high for them, . They 
utter what they underſtand not,) yet they bring the matter ho: the 
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ſame 1ſueand reſult, that the Authar's own Anſwer left it in. For 
they that are thus come through the Travel, beyond the fitting and 
preparing, beyond the whole Myſtery of Iniquity, into Chriſt, and 
out of the Enemy's reach, being- entred where he cannot come : 
Theſe are fure in as high an Eſtate as thoſe can be, who the Author 
ſaid may ſafely be left to their freedom in the things of God. The 
difference then lies not between ſuch as are in different growths in 
Chriſt; but between Thoſe that are really in him, and Thoſe that 
are not in him, though they may profeſs to believe in him. The 
danger is not of the Babe, muchleſs of the ftrong Man, in Chriſt : 
But of the ſtreng Man out of Chriſt ; him that is ſtrong in this own 
Will, in his own Couceit, being heady, high-minded, Contenti- 
ous, Quarre)lſom, Impatient ; who, if he cannot in z11 things be 
humoured, and have his own way, flies ont into open Oppoſitien, 
to work Diviſion and Separation, as theſe Adverſaries have done. 
For however; They now palliate, and in words ſmooth over: the 
Liberty and freedom They pretend to, as if it were only a Liberty 
to chuſe or refuſe things according as they are perſwaded : yet their 
Praftice (which in this caſe is the beſt Diſcoverer of Intentions) 
hath ſufficiently manifeſted what freedom, what Liberty They ſeck; 
A Liberty to Oppoſe Friends in ſuch Things as Friends are ſatisfied 
inz A Liberty to reproach, revile, deſpiſe, ſcoff and-Jeer at thoſe 
Things that are conſcientiouſly received and practiſed by Friends, 
and which Themſelves neither have ſhewed, nor can ſhew any Evil 
to be in, but only prerena Thcy are nut Convinced of the Need- 
fulneſs or Uſefulneſs of them; A Liberty to revile and vilifie 
Friends in Print, under the names of Apoſtates, Innovators, Iatro- 
ducers of Popery, and but one ſtep from it, Idolaters, Setters up of 
Images, Idol-Prophets, a treacherous Company, poſleſt with the 
Spirit of Belial, Mercinary Judges, Self-ſeeking ſlaviſh Drudges, led 
by Satan, &'c. A Liberty -to rend off, divide and ſeparate from 
Friends, and ſet up ſeparate-Meetings, in divers parts and places, 
out of the Unity of Friends, and indire& Oppoſition to them ; And 
yet after-all this, and in the mid& of all this, and maintaining all 
this, to come when' and where They pleaſe, to Friends Meetiags, 
as pretending te joyn with Friends in Worſhip, and impoſe upon 
Friends their Prezching and Praying, and expett that They (who 
hare given the higheſt Demonſtrations of Their being our greateſt 
GC 2 Enemies, 
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Enemies, and perſiſt therein) ſhould notwithſtanding be owned and 
received as Friends, as Brethren, as Preachers, as Minitters of 
Chriſt amongſt us. This is the Liberty They have taken, this the 
freedom they plead and preſs for. And this is ſuch a piece of Hy- 
pocrifie, and groſs Deceit as, I verily believe, cannot be paralleled 
among all the Pretenders to Chriſtian Religion. This to be-ſure is 
a Myſtery of Iniquity; And therefore, ſeeing They pretend not 
to extend the Liberty, of chuling and refufing things, according 
as They are perſwaded, to any but ſuch as arein Chriſt, v. 4. And 
that They muſt travel through the whole Myſtery of Iniquity, be- 
fore they can come into Chriſt, p. 7. They muſt needs travel out 
of theſe things before mentioned, before they ean pretend to be 
within the compaſs of their own Plea. - | 

In their 4th page, They ſay, Foraſmuch.as he neither hath, nor we 
beljeve,: can give us any certain undeubted Rule, how to know wha theſe are 
that are ſo to be left all that he bath ſaid by way of affirming this great Oue- 
ſtion, 1s worth nothing ; for a5 #t is altogether unintelligible, *t15 every way - 
impratticable. Again, '1f any certain Rnle can be given to know -who may 
be left to their Liberty as above, let us have it (ſay they) and by the con- 
rrary Rule we ſhall know who may wot be ſo left. Tide 

Reply; By this They ſhew themſelves to be out of the Truth, in 
the Uncertainty. If they were in the Truth, they would not be to 
ſeek of a certain Rule in this caſe, the Spirit of Truth giving Cer- 
tainty and Aſſurance to them that are guided by it, though not to 
them that reliſt it. Now though they have not <x plain'd What they 
mean by Who theſe are, or how they expeRt a Deſcription of them, 
whether by Qualifications, er by Perſonal Marks ; yet each way 
they are wrong. For if they would have a Rule to know them by 
Qualifications, they themſelves (with-ſuffictent ContradiQtien to 
themſelves, while they make as if they believed no ſuch Rule can be 
given) have adventured to give it, aſſigning them to be ſuch as are 
in Chriſt, even from the Babe in Chriſt to the ſtrong Man, and fo 
to all ſtates (hut ſtill in Chriſt.) Now that this cannot take in 
(even in their own ſenſe) the whole promiſcuous Number, of thoſe 
that go to Friends Meetings, that hear Truth preached, or that by 
Tongue, or outward Profeſſion only, confeſs to the Truth of the 
Principle, their own Deſcription-or Explanation.of what it is to be 
In Chriſt, pag. 7. will manifeſt ; For there they tell us, that 47 * 
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muſt ve made a new Creature before he can come into Chriſt, he maſt tra- 
vel through the whole Myſtery -of Iniquity; © that the Keft i only by being - 
in Chrift, the Travel 1s while he appears in us to fit us for hinſelf \ for tis 

(ſay they) the New Creature that only. finds room in him. (So then the 
Travel muſt be over before they come to be in Chriſt) For,ſay they, 
the Enemy, that fallez Angel, can £0 with Man into every Remove, whilſt 
w14n 4s fitting and preparing, but into Chriſt he cannot come. Theſe are 


_ fomeof the Qualifications by which they deſcribe who ſhould be 
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left to their freedom, &c. But if this may paſs for a Rule with 
them, why may net that as well, which. the Author of that Book 
they pretend to anſwer, laid down therein, viz. that they may ſafe: 
ly be left to their freedom in the things of God, who are ſuch as can 
do nothing againſt the Truth, but fer the Truth ; ſuch whoſe free- 
dom ſtands in the perfe® Law of Liberty? If they ask, Bur by what 
Certainor undoubted Rule ſhall we know who are ſuch? 1 Reply; When 
they have told me,by What certain or undoubted Rzle they know who 
arein Chriſt, according to the Explanation they have given of being 
in Chriſt, that is, who they are that are certainly and undobbtedly 
made New Creatures ; whe they are that. have certainly and un- 
doubtedly travelled through the whole Myſtery of Ieiquity ; -who 
they are that have certainly-and undoubtedly gone beyond, where 
the Enemy can go, into Chriſt where he cannat.come; TI will then 
tell them, who they are whoſe freedom ſtands in the perfe& Law of 
Liberty, &c. hes. : | 

They add,” Bur 57 a fugh Rule Cthat is, noxertain or undoubted 

Rule) car be given, it muſt follow, All muſe be left free, or None muſt be 
left. 

jr They are very quick at their.Cenſequences. But it con- 
cerns them to ſee that their Conſequence contains no more than 
their Premiſes. When they ſay, All muſt be left free ; what Ay do 
they mean? All that are called Qzakers ?or only All that are in Chriſt, 
from the Babe in Chriſt npward ? If they fay ovly All that are in 
Chgiſt, (according to the Deſcription they have given of being in 
Chriſt) what more or other is that, than the Author they carp at 
had fad before ? - If they mean All that are called Quakers, that?s 
moie ! by their leave) than is in their Premiſes. For there they 
ſay, Therefore we believe, where the Gift of God is received to 
profit withel, and truly adhered to, there muſt be a Liberty co 


chuſe, 


© HADES ore ens PN rome eo oO A or IE Ie iro ret Ir = 


(14) 
chuſe and refuſe things according as ſuch are perſwaded, even from 
the Babe in Chriff, to the ſtrong Adan, &c. And ſure they will hard- 
ly fay, that Al that are called Quakers have ſo received the Gift, 
have fo adhered to it, have /o profited with it, as to be really in 
Chriſt (and that according to their forecited Deſcription of' being. 
in Chriſt) though but in a Babiſh ſtate or degree.” They were there- 
fore too haſty in their Concluſion that M! niuſt be left free, or 
Noe, They ſhould have remgembred, hat the Definition of true 
Spiritual Liberty (to which they fay they agree) -was, Deliverance 
from Sin by the perfet. Law. of Liberty in the Heart, a being made 
free indecd by Chriſt the Truth. All have not this freedom. © They 
cannot be left to it, who neither have it, nor know it. Muſt there: 
fore None beleft to it, although they know it, and have it? They 
fhould have confidered, that Spiritual-Liberty was declared: to be 
two-fold 3. True, and Falſe : So that.there is a falſe Liberty; a falſe 


freedom, as well as a_ True; a Liberty to.dg our own Wills,- upon 


which comes Reproof and Judgment. Examinat. of Lib. Spir. p. 1. 
Would they have*All, nay, would they have any left to this free- 
dom, to this Liberty, todo their own Wills, in Oppoſition to 
God's Will? That would. bring Reproofand Judgment indeed: . 
Now becauſe it is a pleaſing and deſirable thing to man's Nature 
to be left to its Freedom, to be at Liberty to do, or not do, what 
it pleaſes, and how tit pleaſes, in Religious, ' as well as in Civil mat- 
ters; whereupon it may ſound harſh in the Ears of ſome, that any 
ſhould not be abſolutely and unqueſtionably left fo theiz. vuwn Free- 
dom, to do what they think tit, without being accountable to others 
Therefore that I may remove all grounds of Offence and Stumbling 
on this occaſion, out of the way of ſuch as are honeſt-minded, I am 
willing here, as briefly as-with plainneſs I can, to open the maiter 


. further. Firſt therefore, a little to explain the Terms, and ſhew 


what is meant by thoſe words [[Not to beleft to ones Liberty to 
aft as one is free, &c.] I take the meaning thereof to be, that no 
Perſon, who doth profeſs to be a Member of a true Chriſtian Sogi- 
ety, ought, or hath right te plead any Exemption,upon the account 
of his Liberty or Freedom, from being called to an Account by that 
Society which he profeſles to be a Member of, in caſe ſuch Perſon 
thall do any thing repugnant to the Principles of that Society, or 
tending to the Defamation or hurt thereof, But that _— __ 

iety 
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Society hath power to call any ſuch profeſſed Member 60 an 
Account, in order to inform him, and open his underſtanding, 
if he be weak and dark; - to Reprove, Rebuke, and Exhort 
him to Repentance, if he prove heady, wilful, contentious and 
Unruly; And if he obſtinatly perſiſt therein, to refuſe any further 
Fellowſhip with him, until he manifeſt true Repentance. This is 
the Power,the utmoſt Power, that the Church of Chriſt claims,name- 
ly to Inform, Inſtru&t, Reprove, Admoniſh, Exhort to Repen-. 
tance ſuch of her projeſſed Members as go aſtray, and (if nothing 
leſs will ſerve) to refaſe Communion with the Impenitent, and thoſe 
that reje& her, and declare them not to be of her. Now that it 
may appear how reaſonable as well as necdful it is, that there 
ſhould be ſuch Power in the Chnrch of Chrift, I defire the Reader, 
in the next place, to conſider, that' inthe beſt Religious Societies 
of men, there have always been'(as tooutward, Profeſſion) Gaod 
and Bad, Trueand Falſe, Right and Wrong. With 1/racl of old 
there came up, out of 'Egyp!, a mixt Multitude, or a great mix- 
ture, Exod. 12. 38, Beiideswhich, many of the //r4clires themſelves, 
when they came to' betryed in- the Wilderneſs, proved to be Mur- 
murers, Complainers, Giin-ſayers an@' Rebellious - So that the A- 
poſtle rightly obſerved, they are not! all 1/acl, which are of Iſrael, 
Rom. 9.6.. In the Chriſtian Church, at the firſt gathering thereof, 
many that walked a while with Chriſt, ſo far as to be repnted his. 
Diſciples, went back,” an walked no more with him, John 6.:66... 
How it was afterward, in the. Apoſtles times, .the Epiſtles of the 
Apoſtles ſufficiently ſhew. There-were-in the Church at Corinch, 
ſome that were carnal, and walked as men, 1 Co:.:3..3. There were 
many,the Apoſtle tells the Philzppias, that fo walked,th& they were 
the Enemies.of the Croſs of Chriſt Phil. 3, 18, There were ſome in 
the Church at. Theſſalorica; that walked" diſorderly, 2 Theſe 3:11. 
There were ſome in the Church” ir Fer gamps, that held the Dodrine 
of Balaam, who taught Balackto'caſt a ftumbling-Block hefore the 
Chuldren of 1f-2cl, to eat things ftcrificed: to 1dols; "and to commit 
Fernication (for/by that 'hame doth the Holy Ghoſts thoſe unlaw-, 
ful-Marriegesy 'of Believers with Dingd Bs ons alaam taught 
Ralgchtodraw the Childvth Gf fr ecF into" withr the Mfdianirſh Wa- 
men.) Rev. 2. 14. There were ſome alſo in that Chu Ch, as well-as 
in Sig Chorch in Epheſne, that held the Dofrine of the 7Vicolairans, 


TEY. 


(r6) 


ver. 6. & 15. Which by Ecclefiaſtical. Writers is delivered to have: 
been Community of Wives, as well as of other things. And ſure 
enough it was ſome great Evil, which Chriſt 'expreſt his Hatred"of. . 
There was in the Church in Thyatirs the Woman Jezabel, ſeducing, 
| (like Balaarm)) to Fornication, &c. - Not to fetch inſtances out of 
every Charch, there were ſome that walked after the Fleſh, in the 
Luſt of Unclzanneſs, 2. Pet. 2. 10.. Theſe were: preſumptuons, 
felf- willed, deſpiſed Government, and ſpake Evil, not only of Dig- 
nitics, but of things. they underſtood not, ver. 12. Yet "theſe were 
great ſticklers for Liberty : for They promiſed Liberty to ſuch as they 
allured, being themſelves mean while the Servants of Corruption, Ver. 
19. Of whoma morefull deſcription may be ſeen in the reſt of that 
Chapter, and in- the Epiſtle of Fude.. Thus it was in thoſe times. 
How it hath beerzin.our time, fince the Lord. firſt gathered us to be 
a. peculiar 'People-ts himſelf, they muſt have had but little Experi- 
ence,or made but little Obſervation, that need to- be informed. 
How many that have walked fora while (ſome for ſome years) with 
Friends in the Profeſſion of Truth, have turned their backs thereon, 
and gone off, ſome-into the Sea again, ſome. into Nets ! Whathas- 
been ISA] pretence of theſe, but: want of Liberty ? the way 
of Truth was too ſtrait for them? they wanted a broader way. 
How many,_even of them that retained the Profeſſion of Truth, 
have ſtepr-aſide, ſome into one odd thing, ſome into another, under 
 pretence. that: they had Freedom fo to-do ?: Pic noe Llicy that ran 
out ih F. Perot” buſineſs, plead being Jett to their Freedom, to their 
Liberty ? They did ſo : and by that Plea were ſome, ' to my know- 
ledge, betrayed into that ſnare. Now fince it 1s evident, by the 
Inſtances given,that in the trueChurch in all times,there have been(as 
to outward Profeſſion) Bad as well as Good, wrong as well as right, - 
what can be more reaſonable, than that there ſhould be in the true 
Church ſuch a Pgwer, .as may enable thoſe that are:right to acquit 
themſelves, their Principle and Profeſſion from- the Diſorders, of" 
whatſoever kjnd,. committed by them that are wrong ; which they 
can never do, if. thoſe that. are: wrong may exempt themſelves 
from being called to. account,ang reproved for: theirDiſorders,by al- 
teadging that what they, have dane, they had Liberty and Freedom 
in themſelves to go. ... lia Crnene Ds Ee 
Now this hath happened, . in a great part, through a _— 
MM 2I2 ſtanding 
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ſtandirg and miſapplication 6f' true Spiritual Liberty. For though 
all that have received, and are indeed guided by the Grace of God 
and Spirit of Truth, are to be left to it, to a& for God in the Li- 
berty and Freedom that it gives. Yet for: any to infer from thence, 
that every one that pretends to the Grace of God and Spirit 
of Truth, (though it be too apparent that they arenot ſubje& there- 
unto) muſt be left to that Freedom, which they call (and in one 
ſenſe rightly enough) their own, to that Liberty which they have ſer 
up in and for themſelves, though it leads ſuch to thwart, oppoſe, 
gain-ſay and diſturb the reſt of the fame Society ; this is not right, 
but (whatever elſe may be pretended) is both wrong it ſelf, and an . 
Inlet for that which is wrong. For the meaning of that Plea, thar 
every oneought to belett to his Freedom, &c. Is this, that none 
ſhould be accountable, or an{werable to the Church, or Congrega- 
tion they are reputed to be of, for what they do, (that is not limply 
Evil, or Evil in it ſelf, as the Adverfaries in their Book«diſtinguith ) 
ſo that, although whay they do be diſorderly, and that which either 
_ direQly, or by Conſequence, tends to- bring ſcandal, and trouble 
upon the wile Society ; it is enough t6 ftop the Churches Mouth, 
for ſuch an one to ſay,l have Liberty and Freedom'in my ſelf to do ſo 
or ſo. And thereupon the Ehurch may not judge, may not reprove, 
may not blame ſuch an One; but mnſt be obliged to ownand re- 
ceive ſuch an oneas a Friend, a Brother in the Truth (thaugh walk- 
ing out of Truth) as a member of 'the Body (though afting againſt - 
the Body.) This were ©o Gt np a falG Liherty, to overthrow the 
true Liberty ; to give Liberty to Particulars, and take it from the 
General: which todo, were contrary to Truth, and to true Rea- 
ſon. For ſurely, how much Liberty foever a Part may claim, the 
whole may claim as much. . And therefore, if each Particular hath 
Liberty to chooſe, or refuſe things, according as they are perſwa- 
ed the things are right or wrong (which it is fit they ſhould : ) 
Why ſhould not the whole have like Liberty to receive, or refuſe 
ſuch Perſons, with reſpe& to Memberſhip, according as they are 
perſwaded that ſuch Perſons, ſo afting, are in, or outof, that Spi» 
rit in which the 'true Memberſhip ſtands ? But- this Liberty the 
Church ſhould be deprived and debarred of, if ſhe were bound (as 
the Adverfaries would bind her) to ownand receive for members 
all ſuch as make any Profeflion of Truth, though walking and ating 
D : contrary 
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contrary to Her, and (as ſhe believes) to Truth, -under pretence 
that thay walk and a& according to their own Liberty and Freedom. 
Ke that would ſhun the Croſs of Chriſt in: agy Teſtimony that 
Truth leads to, hath ſcope enough under this Plea to do it. He 
that, for advantage or fear, will break Chriſt's Commarid, and 
Swear, Can {ay he hath freedom ſo to do, and is not perſwaded in 
his own mind of the unlawfulneſs thereof. He that, to ſhun Suffer: 
ings, will pay Tythes to the Hireliog-Prieſt ; He that will Marry 
by the Prieft, or take in Marriage one that is not in the Profeſſion 
= io hath the ſame Plea for his Shelter ; and ſoin other Caſes 
of Evil. | 

This the Adverſaries ſaw, but ſaw not how to Anſwer - And 
therefore in their 5th page, baving ſaid, There's but one Obje&ion, 
and that is, that this (leaving all to a(t gecording as they are free, 
&c.)is to give Liberty to Evil ; they add,}hich we may ſprak.to int ano* 
ther place. And ſo they ſhift it off in this place. And baying thus given 
it the Go-dy here, never glve any direft Anſwer to it { that I ob« 
ſerve) throughout their whole Book. In thei? : 9th page they touch 
it, but preſently ſtart back, and ſlide eff! of it again. & here they 
ſay, What can hinder the putting this in prattiee, but the Devil in the 
likeneſs of Truth, perſmading this was to give Liberty to Evil? Them 
add, *'Tis a miſtake to think, this is to give Liberty to Evil, while onr 
End, we ave ſure, bears witneſs tothe conrary. 

Rep. They are ſure! What Afurance doth their ſaying, they 
are ſure give to others? Their witneſs-bearing, a5 ir is of theme 
ſelves, and for themſelves, may pernaps reach no further than to 
themſelves. But ſuppoſe Charity ſhould extend it further, and on 
that foot it ſhould be granted, that their End, or Intention, is not 
to give Liberty to Evil. Doth it therefore follow that that unlimits 
ted Plea, for leaving eyery one fo to aCt, according as they are free 
and perſwaded in their ewn minds, as not to be accountable for 
- their aftings, may not give Liberty to Evil? May not People have a 
wrong freedom, a freedom to do Evil, and a falſe Perſwaſion in 
their own minds, that that wrong freedqm is a right one, notwith- 
ſtanding that God hath given them a manifeſtation of his Sririt to 
profit withal, if they do not (and it is too plain that too many do 
not): obey and follow the leadings of that good Spirit, that. they 
mzy profit thereby ? But what Anſwer do the Adverſarics now give 

| ro 
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to that One Objection, which they took notice of in their 5th page, 
and then made a ſhew as if they would ſpeak of it in another place ? 
Truly none at al. But inſtead of anſwering it (which was reaſon- 
ably to be expectcd frow: ther) they excuſe themſelves, but very 
poorly, from Antivering : for a::cr they hayetold us, They are ſure 
their End is not tc give Liberty to Evil, they add. abut to 4nſwer All 
the Objettions that my be made, as it wonld take up to0 muci; time, ſ9 
perhaps we may n9t k,.0:v all that may be aduuiced; ſo we ſhall Omit that, 
= we are better informed of tem, 45 alſs, ill more fitting Opportunity 

ocenr, 

Rep. A dull Come-off! Who, that werz ſhameleſs, migit not, 
at this rate, avoid Anſwering any Obj=Ction that lics herd upop them, 
by pretending it would tae up too much time to anſwer all ObjeRi- 
ons, and that perhaps they nay 2ut know all that may be advanced ? 
They told us in their 5th page, Ciiere is but one ObjeQtion; and 
that is, That this is to give Liberty to Evil; and they gade a kind of 
Promiſe to ſpeak to that in another place. (Why did they not anſwer 
this One Objeftion, which themſelves had advanced?) Now, be- 
cauſe they know not what to ſay to it, nor how to Anſwer that One 
Objection ; they pretend it would take up too much time to Anſwer 
all the ObjeRions that may be made, and that perhaps they may not 
know all that may be advanced. Is not tþis pittiful Shuffling 2 Is 
not this mean Trifling for men! for ſuch men ! for men ſo cryed up, 
as ſome of them are ? Perhaps,ſay they,we may net know all that may be 
advanced. What then ? ihoutd that hinder them from taking notice 
of what they did, or might know, of what was advanced ? Did not 
the Book they pretend to Anſer enumerate ſeveral Particular Evils, 
which the Enemy by that Plea(of leaving every one to Ct as he is free, 


&c.) is introducing a Liberty to, as Paying Tythes to Hireling- 


Priefis; Marrying by the Prieſt, Declining a publick Teſtimony in 
ſuffering times, or hiding in times of Perſecution , Worlhipping and 
reſpeCting the Perſons of men ; and Obſerving the World's Holy- 
days and Maſs-days (as they call them?) Why did they not Anſwer 
theſe that were adyanced, as there phraſe is? Did they want to be 
better inform'd, whether Theſe are Evils or no? They could not 
but know, that moſt of theſe Evils have been cloſely charged, as 
the Fruits of that Spirit they are now joyned to; And their fo 
flightly ſlipping over them m_— 1s ao good ſign that they are whngs 
2 J 
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ly clear and free from them: © They boalt indeed of Life and Con- 
verſation ; but diſtinguiſh not (that I obſerve) betwixt Converſa- 
tion Civil and Religious,” betwixt that which relates to the World, 
and that which more eſpecially reſpe&s the Church of God. -?Tis 
true, they ſay in-general words, p. 43-- with reſpect to Lives and 
Converſations, -Plece your Judgment wpon what 5s Evil,” and ſpare ot, 
for there it will tand;* for we plead not for Evil in- any: And again, 
We grant that any may reporve Evil, and what is Immoral,&c. p.46; But 
their explaining Evil by the terms [mmoral, and imply Evil (as in 
Pag. 39. where they ſay, If Nothing that is ſinply Evil or Inmmoral, 
can be charged upon your Bretkres, &c. And in P:\44: Though nothing 
that is Immoral, or - Evil in it ſelf can. be proved againſt them) iſhews 
they mean by Immoral,ſuch open Prophaneneſs and Debaucheries as 
Human Laws correct. And fo, notwithſtanding their' pretending 
Not to plead for Evil in any, their Plea may indulge and counte- 
nance thoſe Exils before mentioned, -of. paying Tythes to: the hire- 

ling Prieft, 'ofibeing (married. by the Prieft, &c.cand of: marrying - 
{ach as are out of Truth, yea, out of the Profeſſion of it; yea, and 

of all the Diſorders that heady 'and unruly Perſons are capable of 
committing againft Church-Society, by railing and fomenting Strife 
and Contention amongſt Brethren, by 'drawingand gathering into 
Parties; 'Sides and Factiong, by: making Schiſms;Rents ahd Breaches, 
by running into down-tight. Diviſion, and- open' Separation. - All 
which are Evils, and ſuch Evils as the Judgment of Truth always - 
was, is and ought to'be'placed upon. - But leeing the Adverſaries 
hide themſelves under the Terms [Simply Evil, or Immoral 7 tet - 
me asktliem' more particularly, Whether it be not 'an Immoral A& : 
for any one to deprive Another, by force or fraud, of hisjaft Right - 
and Property ? They know what of this kind haz been done by ſome 
of their own Party at Reading, and other Places, where they have 
forcibly kept Friends ont of their publick Meeting-Houſes, and de- 
prived Friends of theirjuſt and lawful Right and Property in thoſe 
Meeting-Houſes, contrary to all Right-and Feffice. Now though 
Truth*s Judgment hath been placed, and doth ſtand and abide, upon 
this Evil, and upon the Authors and Abettors thereof; And though, 

being ſo undeniable in fa&, and ſo groſs innatpre, ſome of the Ad- 
verſaries are aſhamed, .or.afraidto plead for.it : Yet whichof them 
al! has joyned with Friends din: placing the Judgment of Truth ypon 
it, 
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is, and upon them that are more immediatly guilty of it? Nay, do 
they not rather own and joyn with ſuch as have been and are moſt 
guilty in this caſe, and receive ſuch of them as are Preachers, to 
preach and pray amongſt them ? 

' In their 5th page, they take a ſlight notice of the latter part of 
the Author's Anſwer, where he ſaid, But if thou pleadeRt thy Free- 
dom againſt ſuch things, yea, Obſtrutteſt and Slighteſt ſuch 
Good, Wholſom and Requilit Things (namely ſuch things as are 
Holy, Juſt, Lovely,. Honeſt, Comely and of good Report, as he 
had mentioned juſt before) thy freedom is naught, dark, perverſe,out 
of the Truth, and againſt the perfe& Law of Love and Liberty. In 
the reciting of which,l obſerve,they {lip over theſe words [obſtrut- 
eſt and ſlighteſt] as being Conſcious perhaps that they have done ſo, 
and have no cglourable defence to make for their ſodoing. Their 
Anſwer to the reſt is this, . This 3s ſtill ro the ſame Trne 5 here is 4, 
Fudge implied, but not ſet forth ;* ?tis*not (ſay they ) the Spirit of Truth, 
but ſore outward thing, whatever it js; and they add, We know not 
where he will fix, &c. 

Rep. To the ſame Tune! They were in a jolly Humour ſure, 
when they boxrowed- this Phraſe from the Ballad-mongers. So 
Pag. 17. they ſay, Shall we Pipeto the ſame Tune for Company. Truth 
would haye taught then» more Gravity : and it is to be hoped their 
' beguiled Proſelites will obſerve and take notice what a frothy Spi- 


rit they are gnided by. But though they fay, The Judge 1s not ſet 
forth, but only inplica ; - aga- vy. ruch Gying {Whatever it is] 
they imply they know not what it is ; nay, they confels in plain 
Terms; they know not where he will fix: yet, in this ##zing ſtrain 
they as boldly as blindly (that is confeſſedlymot ſeeing, or knowing 
what it is) adventure to affirm, ?Tis not the Spirit of Truth. By 
which the Children of Truth know, that the Adverfaries, in this 
Judgment, are out of Truth. | 

In the ſame airy Vein they go on thus, But ſii:ce we know not 'where 
he wilt fix, to ſay no more, tis dark to be ſure;, Then (as if, on a ſudden, 
they would grow very kind) ro help it al we can, fay they, we ſhall thus 
far grant, there are ſome Outward things ſo far Eſſential to true Relygi- 
or, 44 thoſe that docontrary to ther may be detetted of Error. 

' Rep. If it was dark before, how much clearer is it now ? For they 
mentien-not a Syllable what theſe outward Eſſentials are. They 
VA com- 
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eomplain of want of Certainty in the Book they pretend to anſwer ; 
yet themſelyes leave it wholly uncertain what they mean by theſe 
outward Eſſentials. They ſuggeſt here, that in that Beok things 
are laid down in a general way, in which (tliey ſay) Deceit or Cun- 
ning often iurks. Yet ſure, nothing could be laid down in more ge--- 
ncral terms, than they have here mentioned their outward Eſſenti- 
n; for what to lurk under, let themſelyes Conſider , otters” 
judge. } | 
= they ſay, The things ſuggeſted as the Ground of Differ: nce, are 
neither ſuch Principles nor Praftices as have been from our beginnin:s, nor 
yet ſuch things as can be truly ſaid to be Eſſential to true Religion. | 

Rep. I will not here Deſcant on their beginning, though the con- 
ceitedneſs of the Expreſſion would even invite toit. But I would 
know what things thoſe are, that they fay are ſuggeſted, as the 
Ground of Difference, and by whom they are ſo ſuggeſted. Are 
aot theſe Generals deſigned for a ſhelter for ſomething to lurk under ? 
But ſuppoſe for the preſent, that the things they ſuggeſt, are ſug« 
geſted as the Ground of Difference, are neither ſuch Principles nor 
Practices as have been from their beginning ; what then ? Is their 
Beginning the Boundary ? the 1Vil wlrra ? Was there a Bar then ſet, 
a limitation to the illimitable Holy One, that Nothing, not then 
in PraRice, ſhould thereafter be ever bropght into PraQtice, for 
the Service of the Church of Chrift? - But ſay the Adverſaries (and - 
they bid us Obſerve it) If the things efted as the Ground of Diffe- 
rence, arenot Effential things. __—__ _ = trerue WEEN [YOW2 Ohy 
beginning, then they can as beſt be but Circumftantial, or.if you will, Ce. 
$6449 or Shadowy Things, and ſuch things at ” are but accidentally 
goed phat is (ſay they) ag Perſons are perſwaded of them, and what is bus 
accidentally good, way on the eofttrary be accidentally not goed, and that js 
(ſay they) as Perſons are diſſ@isficd with them. Gn 

Rep. 'Tis fit we ſhould (as they deſire) obſerve this : For I think 
there are many things obſervable in it. Firſt, when they ſay, If 
the things ſuggeſted, &c. are not Eſſential things, not yet ſuch 
things as have been fromour beginning, they can at beſt be but Cir. 
cumftantial ; They plainly imply, that if thoſe things had been 
from their beginning, they might have been more than Circumſtan= 
tia), although they had not been Eſſential things. An Abſordity 
that, at beſt, muſt needs ſpring from conceited IgnoraBeee Sreordly, 
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By making the terms Circumſtantial, or Ceremonial and Shadowy, 
Synonomons, or of the ſame ſignification, They render all outward 
Performances of Goſpel- worlhip, contrary to the nature of it, Sha- 
.dowy ; fince no outward Aft of Worſhip ever was, or ever can be 
performed without Circumſtance. If the other Paſſage ſhewedtheir 
Igncrance, this,I think, will not commend their knowledge, at leaft, 
in divine matters. Thirdly, their ſaying ſuch things are at beſt but 
accidentally good, ſavours of no good underſtanding or ſenſe. But 
Fowrthly, In making ſuch things accidentally Good,or not Good, ac- 
cording as Perſons are perſwaded of them, or diſſatisfied with them, 
they have exceeded common Weakneſs ; and to ſpeak favourably, 
draw too near to the borders of Ranters/m1, For it was the grand No- 
tion of the Ranters, and the. ſource of their immodeſt and unclean 
Practices, that things were nootherwiſe Good.or Evil, than as Per- 
ſons apprehended or thought them to be ſo Only they extended it 
more generally: Theſe ſeem toreſtrain it to ſuch things as they call 
Circumftantial or Ceremonial, whick yet they confound with Sha- 
Cowy. . But let meask theſe Adverſaries, Do ye think or hold, that 
this was always ©; or only ſo now of late, fince your Beginning 
(as ye ſpeak) that is, were all Circumſtantial things, or (accord- 
vg to your notion) Shadowy things, always, in all times,and places, 
good, or not good, according as Perſons were perſmaded of them, or 
diflatisfied withthem ? Or are they ſo now of late only. There 
were many Grefſqaril Thing attendant an the Serviceof God 
under the Legal 1 on a=d Shadowy Things, not a few. 
Were thoſe things then good,or not good,according as Perſons were 
perſwaded ofthem, or diſſatisfied with them? Or would a Perſons 
being diſſatisfied with any of thoſe things then,have freed bim fron 
the Obligation ofthem ? That had been a ready way indeed to have 
made void the Commandments of God. But even the Rebellious 
Jews, as had as they were, never (that I remember) made ſach a 
Plea. Will ye rather chuſe to ſay that, though it was not ſo then 
under the Law ;* yet it is fonow, under the Goſpel ? But ſince ye 
have reſolved Cireumſtantials into Shadowy things; what will 
ye dowith them under the Goſpel ? Will ye aſſert ſhadowy things 
to be Good now, under the Goſpel, if Perſons are gr = they 
arefo? Be perſwaded to co better of it firſt. At this rate, 
the ſame At of Religious Worſhip may, at the ſame time, and in 
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the ſame Aſſembly, be geod to one, not good to another of the 
ſame Society, -according as they differently eſteem it., - It will; on 
this groundy be as, good for men to offer up publick Prayers to God 
with their Hats on, if they are ſo perſwaded and ſatisfied, as to Pray 
with their Heads uncovered. For ye ſhall find, if ye look rightly 
into it, that this Notion of yours is but a freſh Sprout from the old 
Root of the Hat-Controverſie in Fobx Perot's time. 1 have ſome 
cauſe,more perhaps than every one of yovy, to underſtand this Wile 
of the Enemy, having been in ſome degree beguiled by it then. 
In humble reverence of Soul, and with thankfulneſs of Mind, I pay 
this Acknowledgement to the God of my Deliverance, who was 
graciouſly pleaſed ro ſhew me this Snare, and deliver me out of, it. 
And in tender pity, I warn you of it. 4 - 

Another ſtrange Notion the Adverſaries have immediatly, after 
theſe, in their, 5th and;6th pages, where ſpeaking of things which 
they ſay, They believe concern only the outward Court ; They 
add, Which God hath left unmeaſured, on purpoſe that Chriſtians might 
ever differ about them. This they repeat in their 9th page, ſaying, 
We are ſpre that he hath left ſuch things on purpoſe unmeaſured, that men.; 
might agree. As if what God had meaſured, he had therefore mea- 
ſured that Chriſtians might differ, that men might not agree. - For 
their affirming that God hath left ſome things unweaſured, on pur- 
poſe that Chri/{hens might never differ about them, implies (by that 
way of contrary arguing which they ſo much uſe) that Goll hath mea- 
ſured ſome things on pur pv cha. Chrifoorre nights UNE about them... 
But as that were wicked to imagin : $0 I wiſh the diſcovery of fo 
many abſurd and falſe Notions as have here (ina few Lines) dropt 
from them, may awaken them and others, to conſider what Spirit 
it is they are guided by. +2 657 St 

When they.ſay, they believe, nay, are ſure, God hath left ſuch: 
things (as they except againſt) unmeaſured, on purpoſe that Men © 
might agree, that Chriſtiavs might never differ about them; I take 
their meaning to be, that God hath therefore left fach things free, 
that ſome may praftice them, others not practice them, according 
as either ſort like or diſlike them, without taking offence at. each 
other therefore. Now if this be their meaning, this is of force a- 
2ainſt themſelves, to clear the things they except againſt from 'ha- 
ving Evilor harm in them: for if there were any Eyy or _ in 

them, 
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em, God" would not leave 'any of his People at liberty to uſe 
ef. * And'then all the Clamour and.Out-cry, Diviſion and Miſ- 

chief the Adverfaries have made, is againſt things which they can- 

not in Truth ſay have anf Evilor harm-in them. *_ | 

In their 1oth page, the Adverſaries take up another Queſtion out 
of the forementioned Book, which in that was thus laid down. ' But 
muſt” I conform 10 things whetber I'can receive them .or no? Ought I not 
r0:be left to the Grace and Spirit of God in my own Heart ? The An- 
ſwer was, to the fir ft part of the Queſtion, Way : to the laſt, Tea. 

This Anſwer they ſeem to like ; for they ſay of it, This is fairly ſaid 

we muſt confeſs. But as fairly as it was ſaid, they unfairly alter it, in © 


taking ttpon them to explain it ; for reciting the Author*s Anſwer, - ; 


032" to the firſt part of the Queſtion, Nay; that is, ſay they, Thou 
ought not to teceive things againſt Truth.” Whereas the firſt part,. nor 
any part of the Queſtion was not, Onght I #0 reteive things againſt 
Trath? But it was, uſt 1 conform to things whether T can receive them 
or no? Betwixt which Anſwer, and their explanatory Gloſs, there 
is' no ſmall difference, hoth in werds and matter. * For it is one 
thing; © Not'to conform to things,” becauſe 1 cannot receive them 
(which may be, and yet the things be agreeable to Truth, and the 
fault in me only, that I am not in that which would lead me to re- 
ceivethem.) And it is another thing, Not to receive things againſt 
Truth, which none ought ta receive, and which it would be Evil 
ih me to receive-and, conform to, if I'could. But though in this 
they deal not fairly by the Author ; yet by his Anſwer it is evident, 
that none is put upon Conforming to any thing that they cannot 
receive: But all are left to the Grace and Spirit of God in their own 
hearts (which is thet. that leads into the true Spiritual Liberty be- 
fore defined) though not to the freedom of their own.unruly Wills, 
to'oppoſe, obſtru, revile and vilifie.thoſe things, which they ſay 
They cannot receive, and them that hayt received and do prattice 
them: muchleſs to rend, divide, ſeparate from them, and yet 
break in upen them, ,and'force upon them their Preaching ahd Pray: 
ing,as if they were ftill of them, though apparent Enemies to them. 
-- But though they ſeem toapprove his Anſwer at the firſt, yet they 
ſoon find fault with it again ; becauſe they think there is not ſuffi- 
cient Provifion made by him for withſtanding the things, if the 
fault be in them. * Repl. How may we fappeſe he could _— the 
— tavlt 
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fault to be in the things, which he pre-ſuppos'd to he good, whal- 
ſom, and requiſit ? Or how can the fault be.in the things, if Gad, 
hasle ſt them, as the Adverſfaries ſay, unmeaſured ; that is (if | 
reach their meaning) free for his People to praQtice,or not pradice. 
He would not leave any thing for ſome of his People. to practice, 
which others of his People could not praftice from a fault in the 
thing it ſelf. And although from the Author's axking, Is the fault 
in the thing themſelves ? They would. gladly catch%n advantage 
to infer, that 7: is fairly implied, if not granted, that the fault may lie 
07: the ſide of the things brought in; yet they fall. ſhort in that alſo : 
for Interrogatvies have ſometimes the force of Negatives. The 
Apoſtle, when he ſaid, 7s there Unrighteauſneſs with God ? Rom. 9.14. 
did not. imply, muchleſs grant, that there might be Unrighteouſ< 
neſs with God. But they add, that The fault doth lie in the things, for 
any thing he hath ſajd to prove the contrary. Repl. It ſeems they ex- 
pected a proof of Negatives. That were needleſs. *Tis enough 
that they have not proved a Fault in the things they reject and de- 
ſpiſe. When'they attempt _” a difproof Fereol. I believe, will 
not be wanting. They ſay, We may conclude ſuch as bring them in 
(viz. the things they ſay are ſuggeſted as, the ground of: Difference) 
are reputed Leaders, Repl. I fay ſuch as raiſed the Oppoſition at 
firſt, and made the Diviſion thereby, and led into the Separation 
thereupon, were reputed, and were, Leadegs among them. They 
add, p. 11, The Leaders may do more harm in bringing in things that 
are wrong, than others can do in Oppoſing ſome things that may in ſome 
fort be right. Repl. If this be true to any purpoſe, yet it is nd- 
\ thing to this purpoſe. The things they complain of for. being 

brought in, they have. never proved to: be-wrang, nor: ever can ; 
therefore there has been no harm dong, by bringing thoſe things in, 
as their Phraſe is. But. the harm has been done by the heady and 
unruly Oppoſition they have made againſt thoſe things that are 
right. They ſay, The Leaders have cauſed the People to err, and the 
effe8t mas, that the People. led. by them mas devoured. Repl. This is 
rightly applicable to themſelves : The Children of Light; in the 
Light, ſee it, and lament over them. _ Their Leaders have cauſed 
them to err, and by fellowing them, they have been led into rhat 
Separation, which, unleſs by Repentance they quickly return from, 
will certainly deſtroy them. Again, they ſay, The way to prevent 
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the danger js, by alloning freely Convition and Perſmaſion to precede Con- 
Formity. Repl. This is an evil Suggeſtion, by which they would 
inſinuate, that Friends did preſs Conformity before Conviction and 
. Perſwaſion : which is utterly falſe, contrary to. our Principle, and 
contrary'to. our Practice, That-it is ' contrary” to our ' Principle, 
the Book and place they here pretend to Anſwer, evinces: For 
there the Author, having put the Queſtion, Muſt 7 conform to things 
whether I can receive them or n® ? Anſwers direQly and poſitively, 
Nay; And even ſo they cite his words. In the ſame place alſo he ſays, 
Thou art not to conform to 4 thing igyarantly; yer thou-art to conſider, why 
thou art ignorant, and what the cauſe of ſuch Ignorance may be. What 
can be plainer! That it is contrary to our Practice alſo, is matter 
of FaQ. Let the Adverſaries therefore prove if they can,that Friends 
preſs Conformity b#fore or without Convidtion. + 

_ They go on in their 11th page to quarrel with another expreſſion 
of his, which is this, © It is a dangerous Principle,and pernitious to 
© true Religion,and which is work, it is the Root of Ranteriſm to 
&« affert,that nothing is a Duty incumbent upon thee, but what thou 
art perſwaded is thy Duty. Againſt this they make a great noiſe. 

'be, they cry out,  #« as remeving 4 Bounder or Land-mark. *Tis, they 
ſay; of the ſqme nature with Convittion or Perſwaſion ;, for if (ſay they) 
Conviction and Perſwaſion s to go before Conformity in our duty to God 
and true Religion, then nothing can be a duty incumbent upon us, but what 
we' are perſwadged an : But if duty to God and true Religion muſt be per- 
formed before convinced or perſmaded to it, then ſomething may be a duty 
incumbent upon us, that we know n0t, or are not perſwaded on. 

| = Here they ,.confound Duty with performance of Duty or 
Conformity to Duty ; which aredifferent things, and ought to be 
diſtinguiſhed : and 'their not diſtinguiſhing them has puzzled 
their heads. Performance follows Duty; not Daty, Performarfte. 
Duty, .in order ef time, as well as .in the nature of things, is be- 
fore Performance, as the Cauſe is before the Effet. Now the Afer- 
tion here taxed for a dangerous Principle is not, that nothing can 
be” performed' as thy Duty, but what thou art perſwaded is thy 
Duty': But, that nothing is a Duty incumbent on thee, but what 
thonart perſwaded is thy Duty... Though it be true, that a man 
cannot rightly perform a thing as his Duty, which he is not per- 
{waded is his Duty: yet it doth not thence follow, that it is not his 
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Duty, becauſe he is not perſwaded it is his Duty. It is-not imply 
want of perſwaſion or conviftion, but want of fufficient means far 
perſwaſion or conviction, that can exempt any man from the obli- 
gation of Duty. The Fews, though they had ſufficient means. for 
convidtion,. or perſwafion that it was their Duty-to own and. re- 
ceive Chriſt for the promiſed Meſiah,: yet were not perfwaded that 
that was their Duty ;z was that therefore not a Duty incumbent up- 
on them ? 1f I had not come, and ſpoken unto them, ſaith Chrilt, they 
had ot had fin: But now they have no Cleak for their ſin, Joh. 15. 22. 
Why ſo? They were never the more perſwaded of their Duty for 
his ſpeaking tothem. Well, burthey had ſufficient means to have 
been perſwaded, had they not\reſiſted it. We read of ſome of old, 
that of ſome things were willingly ignorant, 2 Pet. 3.5- Of others, 
before them, that ſaid unto God, Depart from, us, for we deſire not. 
the knowledge of thy Ways, Job 2r. 14. Unlikely were theſe ta be 
perſwaded of Duty. Was therefore no Duty incumbent on them? 
This were a ready way indeed for men to diſcharge themſelves of 
all Duty, if through negligent Careleſneſs, or wilful reſiſting, they 
harden themſelves againſt Conviftion. But as that is a dangerous 
ſtate ; ſo this 1s a dangerous' Dod&rine: And the endeavours the 
Adverfaries uſe to juſtifie and eſtabliſh It, render their Bottom the 
more. juſtly to be ſuſpeted.. | DP > EFRON 
Now let us ſee what Mediums they uſe to maintain this'Dodtine 
or Principle, that:nothing is a Duty incumbent upon one, but what. 
he is perſwaded is his Duty ; 7f,, ſay they, © aſſert or believe that no-. 
thing 1s 4 Duty incumbent upon'ss, but what we are perſwadea on, .hein.tts. 
ſelf a dangerons Principle,” pernitious to trae Religion 1d ia” i fill worſe 
the Root of Ranteriſm, then the Saying that ftands again{i this muſt be as 
Good as that is Evil ; that is, it muſt be a Safe Privc/ple, proputionsto , 
true Religion 3 and which is ſtill better, 4r ſhould ve as the Root of All Good 
to men: for we coneejue, the Root) of Rairterrſm u 4s the i ot of all Evil... 
Rel. Here they run a Grotind again, by romperig yaskilfully 
with Logical Conclufions. "To ſhew*them Their nuſtake, T refer. 
them to 2 Tim. 6. 10. The Apoſtle there ſays expreſly;, The Love of-: 
Money is the Reor of all Evil. Dorh it therefore follow,” or will. they; 
thence infer,that the Hatredof Money is the Roat of all'Good? They; - 
Ry, -The ſeyyg that ftands againſt this, wht '& As (004 a5 that is Ev. 
Now the- Apoſtle having| ſaid, © The Love of Money 39 rhe Roor of bf 
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Foil ; "the aying that. ( ding: fa a ſenſe) ſands againſt'this 
ſaying of the Apoſtlezis, that the Hatred of Money is theRoot of all 
Good. DEL L think Py are not Þ nignten, love; Tith/Money,) 
as to aſſert th 

"They run on, pag. 12. in the me falle way of Reaſoning, this; 
If te aſſert that Nothing is « Duty incumbent ou us, but what we are per- 
ſwaded on, be the Root of Ranteriſm, &c.-- Then, to avoid this Shoal, we 
muſt believe that ſomething 1s a Duty incumbetit upon _ms,- that gye are not 
perſwaced on; and if. we,can thus believe, we- muſt-of —_ ſoplpetfs 07 

_ #7 0: -heri, roller 3 hrow. what our Duty I6..". 76 21 k 
Rep. This isthe thing the Ad verfaries driveat,. to rhake theit Pro: 


| elites believe, that Friends endeavour to.draw People from a de- 


pendence on the Gift and Manifeſtation of:God\in themſe] 
pend on them for'dir <A to, >or-informatian in theits 
Duries.. " But this is utterly falſe,” a Wwicke& Slander. anda evil De.” 
fign to beget in ſuch a Pe on. Friends, :that they may'the 
more eaſily gain, the more ftrongly bind ſuck: > their __ Nor 

is their way of Reaſoning here fgir or, forcible.- Far pong itig ſome ie. 
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he may thereby come to ſee and'know what yet he doth not. For, if 
the Adyerfaries do, : yet-none elſe, I think, will think that every 
man. doth, at all times; ' fo: watchfully-attend-upon the Gift of God 
in himſelf, that he.dothinot at any time miſs, or fall fhort of know- 
ing the mind of God-thereby.He,to be. fure,thought otherwiſe, who 
ſaid, :Gad jpeaketh ance,” yea, mice, yet man percetueth it yet, Job 33. 14. 
*Now. this Slanderous Suggeſtion of the Adverſaries, is the more 
vile and/wicked in thera; in asmuch as they know it to be a Slander ; 
anGthat-vgry. Book; which they pretehd*ts Anſwer, doth plainly 
by waperad +For inthe roth'page of that'Book- '(called,. A brief 
Examination and State of LibertySpiritnalY to" the Queſtion, . But if. 7 
da,nor preſently fee that Service'm 'a thing, that the reſt of my. Brethren 
agree in,.jn this caſe what is my Duty? The Anſwer is, Ir 5s thy Duty 
:0 Wait; pen: God in ſilence and patience, out of all fleſhly Conſultations ; 
4 and 45 tboniatideſt in the Simplicity of _the Trath, thou wilt receive an 
| wdarſte Rnd with thai Po} wy Brethren, about the thing doubted.- 
Is thist9:draw- fromthe Gift of 'God* in ones ſelf, to depend upon 
others far Guidance ? Yet'the Adverſaries ſay, pag. 12. This (to wit, 
that Oonbing may be a Duty inciingbent upon one, though he be 


ng. per waded it ig his: is to impeach the Grace of God and Spiric . 
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Whereas (as I have cited befqre) he faid :expreſly, pag: 19,: T1.js, 
thy Dmty to wait upon God, in ſilence and paticuce, .&6-+. S0 that he,did) 
let them know on whom they were to depend,. namely-upon God. 
Again, they inſinuate as if their not underſtanding their Duty, were. 
placed® upon their ability. Whenas they know, it is laid upon 
Careleſneſs, Diſobedience, Prejudice, &c. + But this.they 'do, on 
purpoſe to render Friends odious. to. their {eparate Party. as if we 
held that. fomthing may be a Duty incumbent upon, one, - which he 
cannot know, which he is in no capacity of; being. perſwaded of ; 
whereas indeed we hold: no ſuch thing,, For.what is impoſſible for 
a man to know, to underſtand, or be perſwaded of, cannot be ſaid 
to be a Duty incampent on him. But what he mgydknaw,: what 
he hath /fficient means to underſtand, what he is put -into's Capacity 
to be convinced and perſwaded of, by the Gifr.and Manifeſtation of 
the Spirit, which Ged hath given him for that end, may be a Duty 
incumbent on him, althongh he, through his Careleſneſs, Negli- 
gence, Non-attendance on the Gift, or. prejudice againſt the thing, 
hath not received'a certain Knowledge, Underſtanding, ConviRtion 
or Perſwaſjen that it is-his Duty. - Had.:the. Adverſarics taken-the 
matter plainly and fairly, as it was laid down. in the Book 
they pretend to Anſwer. They. bad not.thus run beſide; the line. 
But their-manner is (as is obvious to an obſerving Regder) when 
they have pickt out «.Sentence which they.intend to oppoſe, to turn 
it this way and that way, to ſhift it to. and: fro, -to alter the form of 
it, til they have varied it from the-Author's Terms and Senſe, and 
fitted it to their own turn and ſervice, and then triumph ever it. 
Thns (befides other Inſtances) . they have done in this particular 
caſe: - The ſentence, as they firſt quarrelled with it, was this; It is 
a dangerous Printifle, and pernitions to.true Religion, and which is worſe, 
it is'the Root of Ranteriſm to aſſert, That nothing 4s a Duty incumbent 
upon thee, but what thou art perſmaded is thy Duty. No ſooner had they 
drawn this forth, but in their firſt. modelling of it, they flip in-the 
words Conformity and Perfarmance ;: whereas Duty is one thing, Per» 
formiance'of it another, as 1 -haye.noted befoxe. -, Then in the next 
place; they frame up another Sentence, in terms.. (as they: appre- 
hend)diveftly oppoſit to this, and-argue from one to t?other, till at 
length they have flipt it- quite beſide. its firſt and right bottom, and 
let it upon a bottom of their own, an 1navility to _—_ 5 
ere- 
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Adverfirics;"@dhfouhding theft Terms, ruttour tothe lame eitect. 
” For, takinf offence #t'the mentioning of ſeared, dark, dead Conſci- 


0g 258 Principle, 


ian. aanbel! 1.9 ilk alle 15 3863 I@NS7C194 1) 
Rept. This Ba High gn@bold, but not Bife expretion.. To own 


firſt, that which pleads Liberty gar all Duty, Is exprelly term'd 


Anſwer.” The dark Conſcience,and the dad Conſcience,are'not there 
charg'd with thaf, with pleading Liberty againſt a# Duty, ;or de- 
nying «fl Duty. How then know the Adverſaries but the dark 
* Conſcience may finda place among the Latter, amang thoſe that 
believe nothing a Duty, but what they are'perſwaded. of 2.. And 
how then will if hold that theLatter, they that believe nothing a 
Duty but what they are perſwaded of, do indeel own 44 Duty, that 
can be known ? Will the Adverſaries, upon ſecond thoughts, ad- 
viſedlyand conſideratly aſſert, that All they who believe nothing a 
; Duty but what they are.perſwaded of, do really own .o# Duty that 
tan beknown ? Idorwt think they will. Nay Ifind * yh mg 
ready to flag from it, within*two lines : fbr they immedi Hy fubjoyn 
thus; The fir]# denying all Duty #s Evil ;, but the Latter, as t 6&y own all 
Duty that they know, fo, &c.- Here it is not (as above) «Z Duty that 
; C471 
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can be known ; but «l!! Duty that 'chey know. If they ownall Duty 
that they know z *tis well : But there is ſome odds ſure, betwixrt 
owning all Duty that they know, and owning ll Duty that cn be 
known... But fo little conſtant to themſelves, ſo-little confiſtent 
with-thenſclves, are the Adverfaries, ſolooſe and regardleſs of the 
terms they write in, i that Do-know, and Can brow; \ Are known, and 
Ean be known, ſeems to. be alike with them. They add, As the Lat- 
rer own all Duty that they know, ſo may they wait truly-to know what God 
#5 plegſed further to fhew. Rep. I grant they may ſo; wiſh they. would 
©; and it is that which All are exhorted to. But if they do not 
ſo,::what then? What may be, may not be. / And: ſuppoſe the 
Adverſaries will grant, that as they -nzzy, fo it is not4mpoſible bur 
that they may n0t wait ſo truly, asto know, what God-is pleaſed fur- 
ther toſhew. And then, if by reaſon of their not waiting, or not 
waiting io truly and rightly as to know what God is pleaſed further 
to-ſhew, they fall ſhore of, miſs and:deprive themſelves of the 
knowledge of what God is -pleaſed further to-ſhew; er what God 
requires as a Duty of them; will their falling ſhort throughtheir 
own default, and miſſing the knowledge thereof, make it natto be 
a'Duty to them? There were indeed times of [gnorance, the Apo- 
{tle ſaith;. «t which Gad minkgd;, But now he hath commanded All men 
everywhere 18 Rep:nt, AQS 17- 30. : Why. now ?.- Becauſe now the 
-Geſpel Light, the diſcovering Light, the univerſal Light which 
lighteth every man that cometh intb the world, is ariſen and bro- 
ken Forth 3 by the inſhinings whereof every one is pnt into a Capa- 
-city-to:know: and underſtand. what God requires:of him... © : + 
3: "Aber all this, ;in pag; 14+ They tell us, They believe where the Gife 
.of God is received t0 profit withal, and truly adhered to, nothing is a Dx- 
4#y incumbent upon ſuch, but what they are perſwaded on. | 
.*" Rep. Here now they have given it another ſtretch. What was 
. ſpoken with dire®t relation to a ſtate of Careleſneſs, Diſobedience, 
- Prejudice, c.- or-a ſeared, dark, or dead Confrience, they apply 
-to ſuch as havereceived the Gift of God to profit withal, and truly 
adhered thereto; and make their Inference from that miſapplica- 
tion. 
.,. * What they ſpeak, pag. 13- concerning Circumſtantial things be- 
:ing called. requifit! things, on the ſcore that we -could not (as they 
- fay) know dead, dark and feared Cauſciences without them; hath 
es F nothing 
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' ſeartd Conſciences; $c. can keep' out Hypoerites', [mu telthem;" that 
hardly be grofler”* fort of -Hy potrites\ fond; than thoſe that ha- 
vying publickly printed Friends to the” world' to be Apoſtates, Innoe 
wvators, Introducers of  Popery, Taolaters, ſetter np of 1d6ls, with much 
more” of :that:kind, and having open that ſcore. (as' they pretend) 
ſeparited from us, and ſet up-eparate Meetings of their/owny; will 

and goyet comme;' Whether we Will or no, into'our Mectitigs;inſhew 

and pretencs:of-joyhing with us"in Worſhip, and {mpoſe' upon us 
to hearthemPreachand Pray-afnonge us; 'arddl require to be\received 
and owned-by*us therein, after 'they have ſo publickly-difowned 
us,. and departed from ns: "But though Tuch* Hy potrites will 'not 
| keepoutz” birwill throſd ing) yet they canibtkeep' themſelvesfrom 
being difcoveredzi'but are known'to ke what-they #rel® 5.1 514005] 
In their 15th-page; they' carp at an Expreſſion, taken ont-of the 
gth page! of that Book -which they pretend' to Anfwor: It: is:this, 

A Sexing nexy be true or falſe, ' according tothe Subject IBitter 1-4 3s ſpoken 
ja? hte rae .\They ſay, 'We believe be bas mifſedthe Thath theve. 
;And/ repeating it," pag; 44.+they Tay; | Thar we believe 3u miſtake ; 
- far we think Truths Teſtimonies are not falſe;' becauſe ſome tray miſeyply 
rbein. 1787 1.2507 3651 T1151 720752 15390 
.:;; Rep: The Author's words are not, that Truth's Teſtimonies may 
be true or. falſe, &e. "But, thata Saying may be truer fate; The. 

/Npw we- know every: Saying is not Tratys Teſtimony! t And. et, 
even that which is'a true Teſtimony\ when Tpoken"of' or applied to 
a right Subje&, may not' be a-true Teftitmony,” whett' zen of /or 
applied to a wrong Subjedt. . When the-Apoſtle ſaid T have fonght 4 
good Fight, 1 haneikeps the Faith; 0. 0 Henceff th" Jail" uy forme a 

Crown, &c. 2: Tart: 4. 7, 8:2 his was etrii@!Feſtimony,” #5 ſpoken 
of ot applicd to him: But this ſame ſaying, applies ot ſpoken of 

- Fudas,;. Demas, 'or any other. Apoſtate- 08 wicked 'Perſon? wonld 
not have been true, but falſe. But though they Cavil at this aying 
from hints yet. they:could: be:content 'tiis: Tame: Fort of? Bxpteſſion 

Hould paſs for Fruth from themy when tHey4tlionght to'ſ&xR their 
ownturn by it. ;;Forin their 4dvpap. [vlamihe hiF Anſwer v'that 
wud 3! | Queſtion, 


Pay 5) + + © @ > Med S©5 © fo Too oioac a iS 


(35) 

Queſtion, which he ajd-was.true ina ſank; they: ſay i&is G fantrue; 
thay df; it cart bemrovgatiall,'\?cis only/ina- ſenſe, and thatiisonly- 
whe wifappticd, Miſapplying; thenjitſecms,can make 4 Right faying 
Wrong, when: they hope to get ſome advantage by-it, elſe not. 
Doth,nos.this ſhew both great Partiality, and-a: captious mind ? 
So.alfo,, they wrangle much about that Expreſſion, The Root of Ran : 
term! Wihoreas they might tafily haveſegn it tobe 1'/Metaphorical 
or. Eigunative-Speech;-to!ſhew that that Aſer:10-was & Radical or : 
Fundamental Principle or Doctrine of the Raner:,. from which (as, 
Fibres from a Root) other crroncaus Tenets 4id ſproiit forth and- 
grow. UP. - | But thus. ſhews their: propeniity -ra :Contentionyand.. 
Quarrelling,. 1; -\ BON IEEE. 43 UV 35453 ebbe 13 107}: Si ative 

New; theti. It mai moſk evidently: appear;...that-all-this Qut«cry:; 
again cheAudliory-and Clamovr: againſt this Paſſage'in his Book; 
as tending to bring/in blind Obedience, and draw from-.a+Depen- 
dance upon God, to'a Dependance upon 'Man, for diſcovery of ; 
Duty, Co. 'is without ground,. and- that his-Book -hath.not given : 
thom any colourable Occafion for. it; _but that they-haye-wickedly 
peryerted;; and[wreſtedbothhis words and: meaning inthat Paſſage: , 
I defire..the'Reader more-patticularly-to obſerve that Paſſage, and' 
conſider:the Occaſian,. ſcope and drift. of it... For.the Occaſion, it 
is. manifeſt it was wtfitten with dire relation to..the. Careleſs ſtate, _ 
to. thol& who, through Heedlcſheſsiand Inadvertency, negied and : 
diſregard. the" divine. Gift-in themſelves 5 and. ſo, ..for want of at- 
tending therevaros arc ignorant of-its motions,” and what the Loxd . 
by it requires of them. For having put this Queſtion,But -uſt-L con-. | 
form r4fhingt mberber 4 can receive them or no? and anſwered diredly:. 
and flatly,i Nay (which poſitively excludes blind:Obedience ; ) cthe. - 
Author therqupen puts the, Queſtioniſt to; confider-: what.the Reafon ; 
is thathe cangot receive them, that ſo he may find where the Fault; 
lies, whether /1n himſelf, ; or-elſewhere. Therefore he- ſubjayns,;. 
Is the fant'in the things. themſelves? Are they inconſiſtent with-T, ruth, ; 
or-will mot the Truth own or aſſent onto them? ; As much as to.ſay, 1f.r 
thou:canſk make-appear; that thou. canſ not veceive.them,, becauſe . 
the'things themſelves axe faulty, as being inconfiſten with HI WES 
then: thou;wilt, appear elear in not receiving. them.;- But. j ; thou, 
canſt not rightly lay the fault upon.the things themſelves,, then: con- , 
ſider whether the faultis worn thee, thatis-to'fay,. I it thy Weak- 
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refs, or thy Carcl,fneſs ? If thy w_— it is tobe born with, and to. be 
:nformed.; if thy Carileſneſs, thou' oughteſt.to be a4moniſhed + for theugh: 
thou'mighteſt have acquitted thy felf, if thou'couldeſt juſtty have hid 
the fault upon the things themſelves, as inconſiſtent with Truth ; 
yet thou Fo not clear or acquit thy ſelf by laying the fault'upon 
thy Ignorance, if thy Ignorance proceed from, or be occaſioned by 
thy own, Careleſneſs. And becauſe fome have entrench't them- 
ſelves in their own Ignorance, and thought themſelves fecure from 
Obligation to Duty, under a Plea of want'of ſight; therefore to 
excite ſuch toa cloſer Inquiry, to a ſtrifter Search, to a more dili- 
gent waiting upon the Lord, for a clear diſcovery and fight of his 
will, the Author there adds, that 7: is 4 dangerous Principle,” and per-. 
vitions to1rue Religion, and which u worſe, 'it is the Root of: Ramteriſmio 
aſſert, that nothing is a Duty incumbent upon thee, but what: thou. art per-'" 
{waded is thy Duty. And to evince the dangerouſneſs of this Aſfer- . 
tion, and ſhew in particulars the Perniciouſneſs of this Principle, 
He-adds,"Fpr- the ſeared Conſcience pleads bis Liberty againft all Duty, 
r17e dark Confcienceis here uncontert'd,' (teckons'its Darknefs,' its Ig=: 
notance, -it was want: of fight-and Convidtion, 'a- fufficient/tiefence:! 
and excuſe, and fo concerns it ſelf no further ) the dead Conſtience | 
is here uncondenined, unleſs this Diſtinttion be allond of, rhat chete may 
be an Ignorance or an Inſenſibility from Tnability or: Incapacity, 'or a'dark- 
Educarion (which he 'comprehended before under the word Wedk1 
neſs) \ard ax Ignorance "and Tnſenſibility from: C artlefrnſi;13 Diſobeas.. | 
ence, \Prejndice, &c. Hence it'is moſt apparent that this Paſſage re-: i 
lated'to the careleſs, difobedient, dark Ones, -who make dirkneſs . 
rlicir refuge, want of ſight there ſhelter. To ſuch it is faid, by 
-way'of Reproof and Admonition;” It is a-dangerons Principle, &s; 
toaflert, that nothing'is a-Du ty incumbent/upon thee [(thon care- 
lefs, diſobedient; prejudiced, dark'One) but what thou”(whoz by 
thy- own: Careleſmeſs, Diſobedience 'or ' Prejudice , haft brought 
Darkneſs upon thy felf) art perſwaded is thy Duty. - Now. this 
being the plain and clezr import of the place, it is not without-vi- 
ofence*and great tice that the” Adverfſaries- have ſtrained, and : 
applicd*rhis 6 fuch'as have received the Giffof God to profit with- 
al, and have truly adhered thereunts. Then, as to their Suggeſtion 
that the Author's drift,” and'the tendency of his Diſcourſe, was to 
teat into blind Obedience, and from a dependence on God, mo 
by” utterly 
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utterly groundleſs. His own words prove the contrary, not only 
(as I noted before) in ſaying poſitively Nay to the Queſtion, Muſt 
I conform to'things whether *Þ can receive then? or no? But alſo, 
when in the ſame page; and on the ſame ſubject, he ſays'expreſly 
afterwards, Thou art not to conform to 4 thing ignorantly. This fully 
ſhuts out nn xd woee green _ fo = was he from _ to a 
Dependence on Man, for fight or underſtanding. in point of Duty, 
DSP exprelly ſays,' pag:-9. i The : People of Cod aight ro' be'left ro the 
G uidings of 'the Spirit of God in theniſelves, - And-pag. 10. It is thy Du- 
ty to wait upon God in ſilence and patience, out of all fleſhly-Conſultations, 
and as thou abideſt in the\ſrplicity of the Truth, thou wilt receive an un- 
derſtanding with the reſt of thy Brethren about the things doubted.;- Theſe 
are Evidences plain enough : Yet becauſe the Teſtimony of an'Ene- 
my'is Reounted'of great foyer,” ah unexceptionitatey take lierey for 
an over-plus; ;this* AdverſewiesowniCon 61-'in;the- cafe, p15; 
where, of the Author of that*Book they are ſo offended at ; they 
ſay,” That he%eſires all ſhould be guided by: God's Spirit, we be- 
lieve.”' "Now, if they believe! this-of him; what; Reader, :may-we 
believe ef ith; who tavs raiſed all 'this Noiſe 3 Clmour again 
bim.-chargiftg him that he would bring! in blind Obedience,” frigh- 
ten into blind Obedience, arid lead *ts a dependence! on himſelf 'or 
ſome others ; ind yet now; after all this, confelſsthey believe, He 
defires nf ——— byGoPs Spivit !'c . . 48.9236 V1 
'Butfvorwithſtanding/ they ty rhey believe thus of him, they pre- 
Fently Slameshini/epiin,; P1867 f67 tir 498 iti (as they ſay)-rvithar 
one way, with reſpef# (aSthey #pprehend )''ro'Shadowy 67 Circinaffar- 
tial things; &c/ OT CT IIS wok UTE 2.02 3 139%; 
' ''Reply.' Here again, 'and frequerithy- in their following Diſcourſe, 
they run into that former! Error; Xonfounding Shadowy with Ce- 
remoniat-and” Cireunſtantial' tin Fs, a if they! were all:alike,” and 
had" alf but one and*the"famE'fi enificattof 3! thereby rendring (in 
their ſenſe) all Circumſtantial things Shadowy-things : which to be 
a great miſtake,” and ſuch an one as would makeall outward Acts of 
Goſpet-Worthip, contrary to the'Natureof the Goſpel, ſhadowy, 
1 have hewed"before.-'' Vet upon? this Shadawy Notion f theirs, 
they take upo? them with Confidence to:'paſs;Julgrxnt upotithim, 
that Thoagh he may have received a meaſure of GodSpirir,” yet *tir plain 
he 1s not truly bork' of 'it. "And this, methinks, 15 pretty briskly 
; | I; done 
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wok for- ſuch, whoſe: commpn Theam, _ we was Wnt fo. be, 
TH = IC43C 19304: 
"Nears wheress the Athoi of hot Book they Cavil abs i png: 
to'that. part pfthe: Pe royurepadg+ wWas,: Oughr, 1 not; fe bei (ef 
Grace and Spirit of.G i, o:y.oms Heart ? bhadanſwered Tea; That is 
of all thirgs moſt deftrable, - ſince they ave well left that-unetberg lefe;, for 
there is no fearof wane: of Vnity, where, all #re-tefwich the-0 what, of 
Tru 31. They manſt hecof ; ong min, they canner be. aherviles Tot 
theiAdverfaries 13: JJ's: \Fbat. ne es rkly lefs With-rhq. Of » 

Truth, muſt wud will agree, we-grant.z and therefore, where d Pg: Fr 
carried on. to the breach of Charity, one fide at leafomnſt.le. groxg.., ' 
which, ought in Ged's yon to be inquired, the grewver ANenber. 220: +: ; 
rermindt< © 5 T 9113 $:45236 39Y + SHO? en Fee dobiz JW 

:oRepHers: they grantithat thoſthat aredrely lets veth; rac 
Tit;uff and will agree,and yet at;theſame 9 an yr ne 
and which-is more, / that they my differ, + and yet. neit 
wrong, if the difference be not carried -on'ts'the breach, Ces 
How they Er theſe their dilexent Notions, | 
But fince::they// yield that omriſide ak lea®; wult -be 
difference-ivicarried:on to ;theibreanhbof EE 
rence detieen them and Friends be: looked-into,. a 
in\God's fear, 0n- which fide the Breach of: Charity began,. 
may thence appear (according to. their, own. Fropaſiti In).. which 
ſide; ip wrongs! And 3D this By we WA; not. expett any | 
2dyantigefrom being the. greate r.; ithongh they. may give 
uszeave.to;put them'in- mind;- that-when and where an. Argumeng 
from the greateſt Number, with reſpe& to particular Places, {© cem- 
ed to lic on their fide; they have not failed to urge it. . W.10-Or- 
derto-a right under fine CART SAGE TD IA Fpcln the the 
carrying/on; of this Differxnce, it; Gn 
forpe-things were, recommended £0, ah ky wg relectng to ir 
Kian Diſcipline, -in_oyder: to prevent; #uch diſorderly and. 
lous Practices, ; as' —_ _ _ wy w ie of true. 
Libertyz| a Spirit of Lpoſenels ibertinabs was: intro: 
ſome ſheared themſzlves cifiisbed therewith, amyuny 
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the things: recommended. ,.;Thongh.this. Plea —_ 

from: weakneſs in ſors; and want of 2 true-watchfulnel(s Meg, 2nd 
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waiting upon the heavenly: Gift in themdelves; (which would: have 
roms, 4 a trye fight and fenſe,;:as J$idid their Brethren, 'both.of 
the want; and of the uſefnlnc(s of the things 3recomntended z::yeb 
whije they rkeprgnict, .out. of Corttention: :zabrapen-Oppofitiong 
Friends'tenderly:bore with'themy andicarriedothentfelves Bratherhy 
towards them; -endeavouring in thelove:of God, ,avotcafion offer- 
ed,. to: opens and inform their: Minds in: the; things, .concerning 
which-they-profeſttodoubt.. But Ilong.it was not ere they, ,abufing 
therendernefs of Frjerid towards them;. grew highanaiheady; cone 
tcntions-and quiroelfome}cendeavoutingi publickly (arid laboring 
much:ia privaze;togtherintoaFation, 'thd thike'd Party. Which 
when they:hid:gn ſome:meaſure-effefted:((haying, by.evil Surmiſes - 
and falfe Reports ;. hetfayed and; mitled: many young! Convinced 
Qnes arid ſome:that were but weak:imJudgraent; ms arellas nick- 
edapiothers thaciyeresdifrantonted; 2whoftlooſs!Spirits anddifor- 
deriyp Gonvesſativasihad debavred them oifitheoeſbeem theyrTroveted 
amongft Friends) they thenappearet/ mare openly. todppoſe; rexile 
and vilifie: thoſe things,-wiichibefore they pretendeditgche dbubtful 
vof,andnot to:fee'a nec bfivriſeorichfor,; calling.them/in»Gontempe 
and Deriſion, Mer*s Orders, human EdRICardbs/C on/tinitiinoPhxferip- 
$10ivy \$0pifh..Hupafitjont) [nuevario) (Bails 00; rinet: (panibg afly re- 
-proachful:Terni;” which they thbught-might beget; or: idereaſes in 
Lhejr ProfelitedParty, a diſlike-of: the things recommended, -an8 2 
Uifeſteem of Friends-*Fhis their .unruly.antd turbulent. behaviour, 
gave occaſionts:Friends:to reprovethem;:dndexihprt. n_—_ 
dy tba quitty.andhave regard tothe Churches padce. iAed({] 
-baq;they inideed-hedany> regard: to:theloverefi-their; Brethregs to 
the peace of the Churches:of Chriſt, .to the Reputation of /Tyuthin 
- /the world, or tothe honour of that holy Name: of the Lord, : yy 
-whidhwearecalled; thepwould never have begyunzo much jleſgbage 
1cernib6ona![Difference; :bos ſoſhighca Breach: bf Ghanity,['g5 they 
»hate done/ahdi that about ſuch things.as ſornc-ofthemſciverciare ge- 
: clared'to be>{ im tliekr eſteem): buritrifles, : al} tbings, -of little, gr 
- nacinotens. -1But notwithſtanding the. Endeavoeurs,” the Labougs 
Canq\Drafels that wereufetibperiendsto.have-nodieedsthenp ce, a 
betta mind;) thepigriw tilbigheridndchighen in:vbtiroDppobiien 


-and til yiCarragey uri) wodengrintticy: madeſnatonly;aBreaghpf = 
>:Glarivy; bit of Metings' alſo rindipg: off from Friends; apd-fet- - 
ro | Es _ ting 
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ting. up. ſeparate Meetings'of their own, for themſelves and their 
Party to meet apart in, in ſeparation from, and oppoſition to the 


_ conſtant/ſettled: Meetings of Friends, not only with reſpett to: the 


outward Aﬀairsand Buſinefs' of the Church, but even with reſpe&t 
w-ipublick Worlip too: And:in ſeveral printed Books and. Papers 
(written by ſome, and induſtriouſly ſpread by others of them). pub- 
kiſhed the difference to the worid, expoſing Friends (as much: as. in 
them lay) to.the-Contempt and: ſcorn of the Prophane, as Apoſtares, 


. Innovators, [do'aterig ſetters us::of. Jaiages,{dol:Prophets, poſiefled-with 


the Spirit of Be/at, >and thelike ; : and not-only:tothe Government, 
but even to thi Rabble alſo, as a treacherous Compeny, - Introducers of 
Popery,/ and butione ftep from it, &c.. and that-in a jundture of time; 
when the then preſent diſcovery:of the Popifh P/ot had exaſperated 
the Narioivagainſt ali that were-but ſuſpeQed to favour that Com- 
manion:: : Thi this'is thetrue ſtate:of:the Caſe. (though but cbriefly 


© ferforch)-{appeaIto-all Friends that underſtand it;/.and-herenpon 


leave it to all ſuch tojudge, inthe fear of God,: whether the Adver- 
ſartes be notthey that -have-made this Difference, and carried it on 
tothe: Breach of Charity ;-:and. are.therefore,: according to their 
qwnConclufien, WRONG: man OO hg 19 | nk 
- i The Adverſartes having granted intheir 16th page;that thoſe that 


-are truly left with the one Spirit of Truth,muſt and-will agree; they 


in the ſame page add; But thatthere muſt. be an Identity. of: Opinion,as( ſay 


- they )}werhink the Schoolemenicall it that is a Sameneſs of Mind;andOneneſs 


Tadgiment t t6 Circumſtantial;Ceremoniad,or: Shadowy. things.ir: fancy ſajd 
k kk wry anttſavours more of Curioſity, than aiy realieeeſſity: 319 


. Rep. It may perhaps be thought to favour more'of Curiohty,, or 


4 


*neceſlity, or common Diſcretian, for them to tell us what the Schoo!- 


ſomethingelſe, as Vain-glory, Se/f-conceit,; or a fond ffeftaripn of 


vring thought to'have converſt with School-mer, than of any real 


meh call. Samene]s of mind, eſpecially! unleſs they-could:have-done it 
upon better-aſfurance thanan {@ werlvet. ] They: liad:hetter have 
kept in the School of Chriit, where they might have learnt Samene/s 
of mind, and Oneneſrof Fudgment with Gwail?s People .in the things 


:of.God, 'than have-puzzlcd their brains about {dentiry of Opinion, and 


? 


-wiatte thetnſelves ridiculous *by Cracking of: their; Ganverſe with 


Schoulimen. ' (But: leaving them:to:aheir thoughts, and the School- 
Wento themſelves, they might have learnt fromthe Author! of mw 
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Book they are ſo angry with, if it had pleaſed them to have taken 
notice of it, that there is a difference between Samerxeſs of mind 
and Contrarineſs of mind ; between: Ozereſs of Judgment, and Oppo- 
fition of Judgments. Bur if I may tell them ſo, without offending 
them too much, the word Opt.50z (with refpett to Religions mat- 
ters) is fitter for the School-men, tin for any that would be taken 
fora Quaker. Noris it aptly or properly expounded by the word 
Frdgment : For Fudgment impli2s Certainty, and ſhould be Poſitive ; 
whereas Opinion is but Sppoſirzve, importing uncertain or doubtful 
Thought. | + | 
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lead his Followers tacontradictone another in Practice, any; mors 
than to.cortradict one arother in Words ? If all are led by the. Hely. 
Spirit, he will undoubtedly lead them to agree, nor to diſagree, 
in whatſoever he leads into. Of the Primicive Chriſtians it is 
written, The. Aultitude of them that believed were of one Heart, and of one 
Soul, AQts 4. 32. Was it onlyga ſuch things as are accounted; lens 
tial? Or was It 1n all. things. then, relating ro: Religizn amongſh 
them, even 19 thoſe things that were rather, Ctrcumſtantial-rhan 
Eſſential? It may ſeem to be ſpoken more immediatly of thoſe 
things: for it follows in the Text, Neither ſaid any of them,that ought 
of the thirgs which be poſſeſſed was bis own ; but they had all things Com: 
mon. Yet none, 1 ſuppoſe, will affirm that the Commnnity. they 
had of Goods and outward Subſtance was: Eſfeatial to Religion; for 
then they that held not that Community of Goods, would want an 
Eſſential part of Religion. - - "To Jn 

In their 17th page, having ſurmiſed before, that ſome Circume 
ftantial things have been over-valued they ſay, 0» the, ather baud, 
ſome, ſering_ this 4s 4, certain; wrong, ; the Enemy hath aggrauated.-the 
matter to make. both wrong, &c. Here they feem willing to ; own 
themſelves faulty, prof ed they may fix ſome fault too upon thoſe 
they deſign to aſperſs ; But they may be ſuppoſed: to; underſtand 
their own Guilt, better than anothers.If they aretruly ſenſible that the 
Enemy hath made chews wrong, let them return to that which.can make 
them Right. They add, Jr is our 4anger,.,.and will contmur until the 
Spirit of the Son of God be more plentifully . poured forth upon us that can 


- 


ſoy, Father forgive them, they know not, what they do: 1his (fay they) 


is that which ne want, and ſhould truly maie for, that the great Deceiver, | 
the Occaſion of all Strife and Trowhle ammg. ſuch as fear God, might be | 
"Caſt our; Bec. * 004, 


' . Th TIS! Yes IT! ff7 51 | 434. <@ 61 
© - Rip, Tha ſayings Father forgive them, they know. zoe what they 


'&, if it be ſpoken according to-Trath, and in the Spirit of the | 
Son, - can be ſpoken only of ſuch as know not what they do. The Jews, | 
of whom the Son of God ſo ſpake, Luke 23.. 34 knew nge what they did | 

in Crucifying bim that came, to faye:chem. ; Paul bears them that | 


. 7 3 


witnels,1 Cor. 2.8.. , Now.;it is one thing, .not to beable to ſay of | 

 Oppaſers, . Father forgive them, they know not what they do,from ! 

a diſſef or perſwaſion that they do know what. they do.; And another | 

f Oppoſcrs, Father forgive them, Fey | 
ow 


thing, not to beable to ſay 0 


\ 
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know: not. what .they-da," from a want of the” Spirit 'of the Son, 
which alone can inable in Truth to ſay ſo,:though there bea perſwa- 
fion that the; Oppoſers do: not know: what they do. Now this, it 
ſeerns,, is the-ſta'e of the- Adverſariesz; the'-wantiof the Spirit ,of 
the Son. of God, . plentifylly poured: forth'ypon{them} thar Wn 
ſay (of ſuchas opjiolſe them). Father-fergive they they know*-ri6t 
what they do. 1his (ſay they) iis that which-we want, and ſhonld 
trul; w.it for, that the great Deceiver might be caft out, &c. That this 
xela:es to themſclves, appears by the Advertiſement which they 
give. a. the end of their, Preface, ..where they-ſay,. the word [WeJ 
may be undevſtood. in-reſpe&; to thoſe of the ſame mind with:the 


; Author of their Book! Their wantof chis; fkews their Condition 
to be bad; their not truly waiting fot it, ſhews it to be worſe. And 
fincs they acknowledge, the 'great Deceiver, the Occaſion of all 
Strife and 1 ruuble among ſach as fear God, is not'yetcaſt 6ut, it is 
"no. wonder tlat he hath thus long decejiued/ them, and' yet doth de- 
, Ceive them, out of "whom he:isnot yet caſt, ind through them occa- 
' fions ſo much ſtrife and trouble to thoſe that truly fear God; But.as 
' If they had already forgot what they have here acknowledged, they 
. In-the next page ſay, As we can truly ſay, Father forgive themy they 
know not. what they da, we are not without hope; © But they deceive them- 
. Telves,, if they think they can truly ſay that, 'while they' want the 


pouring forth of the Spirit of the Son.of God upen' them, in ahd by 
which alone that can be truly faid. But, blefſed be God, Friends 


"(whom theſe Adverſaries oppoſe) have received the pourings forth 
. of the Spirit of the Son of God ſo ptentifully, as that they'can there- 
In ſay of many, whom the great Deceiver hath,' through the” Ad- 


verſaries, deceived, and by Deceit drawn intoithe Separation with 
them, Father forgive them, they know not what thy de. 
But though they here acknowledge the great Deceiver is.not caſt 


. ont, yet they ſay they hope his caſting out is near 7 'for (ſay they) 
pr] ſeems but one grand Remove to:know the Myſtery of Taiquity finiſhed; 


and that is (ſay they) to know our babitation in God, 'who we hirve pro- 
feſſed hath appeared in ns by bis Light and: Spirit. ot): OY 
Rep. It ſeems then they do not. know their Habitation to be in 


_ God now. But if they know not their Habitation in God, in what: 
 dothey know their Habitation to be? Or do they novkriow where, 
.. or ip- what their: Habitation.is ? Qh/tuncertainaad fad eſtate! Our 
OS G 2: 
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Saviour Chriſt ſaid, 76h. 65: 6. : He thar,enreth' my Fleſh and drinketh 
myBlood, dwelicth in me, azd 1 inhin, If the Adverſaries obje& rhat 
this is an high ſtate, ler th?m know, that all ſhort of this 5s rov low, 
the fame Mouth-baving expreſly ſaid, ver. 53- Ferily, verily, 1 ſay 
unto-you, except. ye eat the: Fleſh; of the, Sop: of nan, and drink hi; Blood : 
ye;bhave np Life; in you. - The belaved: Diſciple ſaid, God 5s Love, «:.d 
he that awelleth 3: Love, dwelleth iz God, 1 John 4. 16. Again, He 
thet keepeth his Conn ar. dments, . awelleth in him, cha P- 3- 24. * And 
hereby, ſays the ſame Apoſtle, know we that we dwell in hin, and be in 
us, becauſe be hath given us of his Spirit, Chap. 4.13. The Apoſtle 
Paul dedicated two Epiſtl:s.ro the Church! of | the Theſſaloniars, 
which is #: God the Father, and in the Lord Feſus Chrift. By all 
which it appears, that it is the proper ſtate of God's People to have 
their Habitation in God, and that God*s People then had, and did 
know their Habitation in him. . And ſurcly, I cannot but in Charity 
beli:ve, that ſame of thoſe tbat are in the Separation, have former- 
ly known in ſome meaſure, an Habitation in -God alſo. But not 
keeping in the true Love, but-going ont of that into the Enmity ; 
not keeping his Commandments, but rej<cting, oppofing, ſcorn- 
ing,.lighting, deſpiling, reviling and vilifying them, ard inſtead 
. of Teaphing others to keep them, diſcouraging and diſwading .o- 
. thers;from;; keeping them, have . (like the Angels which kept not 
their. firſt Eſtate, or Principality, Jude 6.) left their Habitation in 
God; and now, by their own Acknowledgement, do not know 
their Habiration in him, who they have profeſſed hath appeared in 
- .them- by his. Light and Spirit; but muſt have one grand Remove 

more, before they can come to know their Habitation in Gbd apain, 
O thatall the Begutiled ones among them would weigh this well, and 
ſce and conſider what their Scparation'hath brought them to; even 
to bz, deicote of an Habitation in God! Nay,'-if according to 


what they deliver in their 7th page, As man muſt be made a new 


Creature; before he can come into '.hrift,- ſo-muyſt hetravel through 
_ the whole Myſtery of inruity ;” 4» the laſt ftep of which travel, they 
ſay, the Aſyſtery.is finiſhed: ten, ſince with them the Myſtery of 
iniquity is not yet finiſhed, but there is one grand Remove yet be- 
hind to know the MyRery! af Lniquity finiſhed) they are not,it ſeems, 
' yet.cCOme into: GChrdEl tc: © pews þ teh. | : | 


- () In- thvir 47th page: theyday,' Te-make lifſer "things than” Eſt tial 
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things Terms of Conmunion, we have obſerved to be a great'Fvil in otheky, 
and ſhall we cry it up 'as good in exr ſelves? And in pag. 18. The 
ſpeak of making Nothing Termsof Communion but Eſſentia! things. And 
G@mcthing to like purpoſe they toucht before, p. 6. 

Rep. Thisis, firſt, an evil Inſinuation,to prejudice Peoples minds 
againſt Friends, as if Friends did ſet up this, that, or t'other thing, 
as Terms of Commnnion with us. Secondlyy it isa plain Ind'ca- 
tion, that the Adverſaries do not truly and rightly underſtand the 
Saints Communion, and the-terms thereof. Amongſt other Relt 
gious Societies, as the Communions are outward and viſible, fo the 
Terms of ſuch Communions confiſt only in outward and viſible 
things; as'an outward. verbal acknowledgement of Creeds, Do- 
Arines, &c. and an outward or aQual Obſervance or Performance 
of ſuch things as are reputed Ordinances, Duties, Rights, &c. the 
confeſſing the former, and doing the latter of which, inticles any 
one to thoſe Communions. But the Communion or Fellowſhip of 
the Saints in Light is another thing, For as the Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel is Spiritual, ſo the Communion or Fellowſhip which ſtands 
inthe Goſpel, Phil. 1. 5. is Spiritual alſo. The Apoſtles declares 
the Terms thereof to-be walking in the Light, when he ſays, /f we 
walk in the Light, "as he is in the Light, w> have Fellowſhp one with ano- 
ther,G&c.i 1 Fohn 1. 7. As therefore the Communion of God's. People 
is Spiritual, ſo the Terms of that Communion are, .to receive the 
Holy $Spiri-, to be led by the Spirit, to walk in or after the Spirit, 
to obey the motions- and requirings of the Spirit. So that. it 1s not 
an acknowledgement of Dedtrines, or-an Obſervation of outward 
Practices,: that can bring any one into the Fellowſhip or Commu- 
nion of the People of God (for the one may. be in Words acknow- 
ledged, and the other 1 At performed, by ſuch as neither bclieve 
the one, nor regard the. other.) But it is a being truly ſubjected to, 
and 1:d by the Spirit of God, both to believe and confeſs to the 
Dofrines'sf Truth, and to take up and appear in thoſe Practices 
which the Spirit of Truth leads into, that are indeed the true 
Terms of. the true Spiritual Communion. And as a coming under 
the Government and Guidance of the Spi: it of Chriſt, brings into 
Communion or Fellowſhip with the Church of Chriſt : So the de- 
parting from the Government and Guidance of that Holy Spirit, 
the grieving, the quenching, or relriting of the holy Spirit in its re: 
PETE qu'Ti5g5 
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mirings, hats out of the. Copmunion or.Fgfowſhip .@f. Chriſt's 
Ne” . And as ſuch a departure from the. Guidance of thejholy 
Spirit maybe felt, and known by. thoſe that keep nnder the Spirit's 
Guidance, by the holy Un&tion, and. that Spiritual Senſe (ſo much 
at this day by the Adverfaries ſet t,naught). which the. People. of 
God do from thence receive, . as the Lord is pleaſed to diſpenſe it: 
fo may it alſo be certainly and ſafely concluded, from either an Ab« 
renunciation and Denyal. of any of the Doarinal Principles of - 
Truth, or from-an oppoſing, -rejeCting, -ſlighting, or reviling of - 
any Prad&tice which the Church of Chriſt is by the Spirit of Chriſt 
led into. So that, thongh.no outward. thingss( whether Dodrines 
or Praftices)are,or can be the Terms: of true Spiritual Communion 2 
yet the rejetting, oppoſing, deſpiſing and flighting ſuch outward 
things, a$ the Church of Chriſt is by the Spirit of Chriſt, led into 
the practice of, and finds acceptance with. God in, is a certain diſ- 
covering ſign and token, that ſuch Oppoaſers are departed fron 
under the leadings and Government of that holy Spirit, in. which 
the Communion and true Chriſtian Fellowſhip ſtands, | 
In their 18th page, to ſuggeſt that Friends would uſe Violence 
23 others have done, if they had more power, they ſay, -Do no: 6b- 
jet, that was only as carried on to Violence ; fer they that omis nothing of 
that =_ they have, who can believe, if ſuch had more, they would in» 
it better. : 
Led This ſhews their Envy, but doth no more affect us, than it 
would the. Church of Chriſt in all times. The. Apoſtles, we read,. 
and: Primitive Chriſtians did not omit to exerciſe that Power they 
had in reprovying, rebuking,, denying and teſtifying againſt ſuchy 
in their times, as by looſe and diſorderly walking, or unruly, con- 
tentious, turbulent Behaviour, diſturbed the Peace of the Churches, 
and brought ſcandal upon the Profeſſion. Such (perſiſting in their 
diſorders) they declared not to be of them : - Such (ſo perſiſting) 
we declare not-to be of us. They defired-no greater Power :. Nei- 
ther do we. They,if they had had more Power, could not have uſed 
' it to outward Violence : neither could we, if it were in our power. 
But what might be expeed from the Adverſaries, if they had Pow- 
er equal to their Wilts, who have already given fo plain a poof of 
their propenſity to Acts of Violence, that, having no lawful Power,, 
they have »ſurped a Power to keep Friends by Violence, out of har 
ok . publick 
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pnblick Mectig-Houſes; whereinithe Fricnds, ſo kept out, have a 
plain, uadoubted,- rightful, legal Property / Was it:not a great 
Piece of Folly, as well as Injuſtice, in them, to ſuggeſt ſach a 
thing againit Friends, which they* knew they had nogronnd for ; 
' When they could nor but know with what an unavoidable force and 

ſtroke it would recoil 'upon themſelves. | . 

In their 19th page they ſay, Do we think w: have been the moſt trac 
that have been ſince the Apoſtacy, which (ſay they) perhaps we bave,as 
to Notion and Profeſſiun of the thing, of God ?! 

- Rep. They did weil co ſay [We] that it may be known they ſpeak 
this only of and for themſelves, having, at the end of their Preface, 
direfted us to underſtand the term [He] in reſpect to themſelves. 
Friends have no need of fuch- Advocates. The' People of God, in 
ſcorn called Qaakers, they who have received the Truth inthe love 
of it,they who have obeyed the Truch in the. manifeſtation of it,they 
who. have kept their: habitation in the Truth through the Power of 
it, cat» ſay | beyond thinking, ; much more beyond-thinking with a 
[perbaps, .) that they have been. (and, through the preſerving Power 
of God, are) the moſt true that have been fince the Apoſtacy, and 


that not only as ts Profeſſion of the things of God. butas ro the - 


true, living, experimental knowledge, injoyment and poſſeſſion of 
the things of God. And before theſe Adverſaries had turned their 
| backs oa Truth, and wandred from their Habitation in God, they 
too: perhaps. would, without 4 perhaps, have adventured to. have af- 
ſerted this beyond thinking, and further than Notion and Profeſſion 
only. But now -we ſec how low they are.ſunk, that they can content 
themſelves to ſay, perhaps we have been the moſt true that have 
been ſince the Apoſtacy, as to Notion and Profeſſion of the things of 
God, Nation isa term they-often uſe in their Book, - but not very 
properly, with reſpect to the things of God: for Notion imports 
rather an uncertain Speculation, - than a. ſolid, certain, ſcientifical 
- Knowledge, ſuch as is fit to be had of Religious matters. , And 
-  theretore Perſons of ſpeculative Fancies are often called Notionifts, 
.or men of high Notions... But theſe men, +it ſeems, dare pretend 
ahighcl but to Notiou and Profeſſion of the things of God, to think 
they have p:rhaps been the moſt true that have been ſince. the;Apo- 
cy- It ſeems then they do not think they have.been the moſt true 
that have been ſince the Apoſtacy,as on” 
E's ivins 
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divine Injoyments, experimental Knowledge in the things of Cod, 
Poſſeſſion of the living Subſtance, Fc. Nay, with them *tis but a 
perhaps, that as to Notion and Profeſſion they have been the moſt 
true that have been lince the Apoftacy. But undoubtedly, were 
they noc now Apoſtatizzd from what ſome of them once have known 
and been, they would not have written in ſuch a looſe and unſen- 
ſible manner. | 

Iu the ſire 19th pag :, they confound themſelves again wich ano- 
ther of cheir own Notions; - they ſay, 'We know *tis writ, they ſhall 
come from the Weſt, Nor:h, Eaſt and South, to fit down with Abraham, 
Iſaac and Jacob inthe Kingdom. (IT know there's ſomething written 
to this purpoſe; but where this is thus written, I know not.) Up= 
on this they thus deſcant, Theſe ce: tainly was nor of one gxternal Form 
0 Order, as to Ceremonial and Shadowy things, yet we find they agree. 
(That, ſay 1, is more than wecan find from theſe : for rather 


than theſe will agree, they?l Oppoſe, Rail, Revile, Print againſt, 
'Rend, Divide, Separate and Tear, if they could, all in pieces:) 


But, ſay they, perhaps ſome will ſay this {agreement of all theſe from 


'the four Quarters) 5s #2 Heaven, ' Welk, add they, what then ?" 12ſt 


they n0t agree on Earth, that muſt agree in Heaven? 


Rep. *Tis fit no doubt they ſhould 3 and *twere well they would, 
that expect to come there. - But if they muſt agree on Earth that 


-mulſt agree in Heaven, then pray conſider; whether ſich #1 Apree- 


ment as the Adverſaries propoſe, p. 16: viz. that they muſt agree 
in ſome things, (ſuch as they account Eſſential) but there is no ne- 
ceſſity that they muſt agree in a#things,” will ſerve the purpoſe. 


Muſt the Agreement in Heaven he in'ſome things only, and not in al]? 


What ſhattered-work would theſe Men make with theiridle Notions 
Beſides, is it not toorridiculous'in theſe-men, Tpeakinp of them thar 
ſhall come from the Weſt (for they maybe allowed to begin where 
the Sun goes down, upon whom the Sun is aheady gone down) 
North, Eaſt and South, to fit-down with Abraham, &c. to ſay, thoſe 
was not of onee<ternal-form and-ordet; as'to Ceremorſial an Sha- 
dowy things,” and rom find they agree,” 'md apply this agree- 
ment to Heaven? 'Ptpthey think then 'that- there' are! Ceremonial 
and- Shadowy things in Heaven too,. where- many perhaps, -if not 
moſt, of the things which they-account Eſſential, will find no place ? 


. However; if. (dbthey here,” by a kind of affirmative gs "te, 
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deliver) they-mnſt agree on Earth, that muſt agree in Heaven: If 
God's will muſt be done on Earth, as it is done in Heaven .then 
ſurely they muſt retra& their Notionof a neceſſity of agreeing in 
ſome things (Efſenrials ; ) but =o neceſſity of agreeing in other things 
(Circumſtaprials. ) ls the will of God, think they, done in Hea- 
ven by ſafe, one way , by ethers, a clean contrary w'yin oppoſition to © 
that? Their Compariſons help them not, bur helps Truth againſt 
them. 4 

They go on for a while in a ſtrain of Interrogatives, pag. 29. 
Is net Chrift, ask they, the Headof all chat is good, from the leaſt breath- 
ing to the fulleſt perfettion ? _ ; 

Rep. All that is good proceeds from God and Chriſt. Burt ſince 
Head and Members are Corrclatives, and all in whom ſome little 
(not to ſay the leaſt) breathings may be, are not yet come to be joy- 
ned to the Body of which Chriſt is the Head, and brought into a - 
Memberfhip thereof, it ſeems not a clear and proper Expreſlion to 
fay Chriſt is the Head of all that is good, &c. There may be good 
deſires, and true (though weak) Breathings after that that is 900d, 
in many in whom Chriſt is not Head, but the evilone is head, and - 
Chriſt as in the Sepulcher; the Seed, from which thoſe Breathings 
ſpring, kept under, .cruſhed down, preſſed as a Cart is preſſed with 
Sheaves, Amos 2.13. Butamong all thoſe of whom Chriſt is Head 
ought there not tobe an Agreement ? Poth Chriſt, the Head, dif- 
poſe or allow any of his Members to quarrel amongſt themſelves? to 
oppcſe one another ? For ſome toſlight, reje&, deny and obftru& the 
work and ſervice of the reſt? according to the Doftrine laid down 
by the Adverſaries, pag. 16. That in Circumſtantial things (as they 
call chem) there is no neceſſity that they mult agree. Theſe confi- 
der not that Chriſt's Coat was without ſeam, Joh. 19. 23. a Tipe of 
Unity and Agreement even in Profeſſ#. | 

They go on; Doth nor he own all that's of hu own beegtting, every 
where, according to the degree of knowledge received? —— And as 
Chriſt owns all that*s good, ſhall not we own it ? 

Rep. Yes; He doth own all that's of his own hegetting, and 
do his People. But he doth not ownall thoſe for his. and'as Mem- 
bers of his Body, 'in whom he hath begot ſome Breathings ; neither 
do his People. For too many , in whom ſuch Breathings are begot- 


ren, anſwer not the love of him that begot them, but by joyning 
| H - with 
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with the evil one, and doing that which is evil, Rifle and quench 
thoſe Breathings, and greive him that begat them. Therefore as 
Chriſt owns all that-is good, ſo do his People : But neither ic, nor 
they, own all thoſe to be of him, and fellow Members with them, 
in whom-there is ſome good thing. He has given of his good Spirit 
unto all, even to them that rebel againſt it. The Gift is zRd, and 
owned : the Rebellious bad, and difowned. - 

They go on; Doth not -he gather all the Good togerher in one, cven 
himſelf ? | | 

Rep. The Scripture no where faith ſo, that I remember. But it 
faith, Ephes. 1. 9. 10. He hath made known unto w the Myſtery of his 
will, according to hus good pleaſure, which he hath purpoſed in himſelf : That 
in the Diſpenſation of the fulneſs of times, he might gather rogether in 
ore ail things in Chrift, both which are in Heaven and which are on Earth, 
evenin him. This Univerſal gathering is not ſpoken in the preſent 
Tenſe, nor of the preſeze Time; but of the fulneſs of Times, Neither 
3s it ſpoken ſimply of all the good, as they expreſs it ; but of all i 
Chriſt - All theſe, both in Heaven and one Earth, hath he purpoſed, 
in the fulneſs of time, to gather together in one. 

They go on:; Doth (he. gather all Univerſally in every Nation that 
fears bim, and work Righteouſneſs, without eſe to ſhadowy things, 
.&c. wherein they may differ, for thoſe he hath left unmeaſured on pur- 
Poſe that thcy might not hinder, &C. And ſhall he nat do it in one Na- 
- 24077 ! ; 

| Rep. The Scripture doth not ſay, He gathers all univerſally that 
fear him, and work Righteouſneſs , without reſpe& to ſhadowy 
things. But the Apoſtle Petet ſaith A#s 10. 34. 35. Of « Truth, 1 
perceive that God us no reſpeFter of Perſons : But in every Nation, he that 
feareth him, and worketh Righteouſneſs, .is accepted with kim. This is 
without reſpe& to Perſons ; not without reſpe& to ſhadowy things : 
For they whoſe Righteouſneſs ſtands in ſhadowy things , are not 
therein accepted with him. But alſuch as he gathers, in this his day 
_.of Goſpel ſubſtance, if they were working Righteouſneſs in ſhado- 
wy things. before he gathered them, he gathers them out of the ſha- 

dowy :things.to the ſubſtance. Here the Adverſaries ſhew Error 
upon Error, #Firft, They hereby ſuggeſt, that ſuch as fear Chriſt, 
and are gathered by him, ,may continue in ſhadowy things 3 which 
as.contrary to the nature of the Goſpel. . This Error ſprings from 

another 
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another (which it ſelf ſprings from extream Ignorance) that all Cir- 
cumſtai:tial things are ſhadowy, Secondly, they ſay, that they 
tha, f:ar Chriſt, and are gathered by him, may differ (that. is, as in 
Pag. 16. they exp:alnirt, there is no neceſſity that they muſt agree) 
in ſhadowy things, as if Chriſt gave Liberty to his to differ, diſa- 
gree, contradict, oppoſe one anc ther in any thing. Thirdly, that 
he hath left thoſe thirgs unmeatured on purpoſe that they might not 
hinder (that is, not hinder their agreement. ) As if thoſe things 
would have hindred their Agreement, if God had meaſured them ; 
and as if he did meaſure other things on purpoſe that they might 
hinder the Agreement of thoſe about them, who were to pradiſe 
them. Oh the darkneſs and blindneſs that is come over theſe 
men ! x 
They add, The true Church is here indeed, but not yet referrable to ary , 
ſociety, with reſpett to outward Rules, &c, | | 
Rep. This is the = of the Enemy, that would detra& fram, 
and deny the work which Cod hath wrought, and bronght forth by 
his Power, in this day of his Glorious Appearance; wherein he 
hath reached unto many, and by the Cords of his Love hath drawn 
many unto himſelf, and hath gatheced them into an heavenly Com- 
munion with himſelf, and into an holy Society and pure Fellowſhip 
one with another in him. Now as the true Church 'is here indeed. 
ſo it is indeed referrable to ths Socjety, and that roo with reſpe@ to 
ſuch ourward Rules, as Chriſt, who is the Head of this Society, 
hath given for the well-ordering of fach ovtward things, as relate 
tothe well-being and preſervation of the Society, Fur it (according to 
the Adverſarics) the true Chureh is nor yet referrable to. any Society, 
with reſp'& to outward Rules ; what thin will become of them- 
ſelves ! Have they not hereby | unchurched themſelves ? Or diſ- 
claim'd Memberſhip with the trne Church ? For do not they nrete 1d 
to be a Society, and that too with reſpec to ontward Rules ? How 
then can they pretend to be of the rrue Church, which they. will 
10t allow to be yet referrable to'any Society; with reſpcE to out- 
ward Rules? 1 wt” he I 
Another Paſſage which they Carpat in the Book they pretend 
to Anſwer, is by them thus worded; To plead being left 19 1he Grace 
of Godiagainſt Urity, 1s to abuſe the very Picea, &c. To this they ſay, 
The Drifs of this Argument is like the' reſt, to gaine a preſumptive de- 
H 2 per aaxre 


(52) 


—_ rpon men, . &©c, wit heut true regard to Conviltion or Pey- 
waſion. | 
{ms If the drift of this Argument (as they call it) be like the reſt, 
then it cannot be to gain any dependence upon men, on any conſi- 
deration whatſoever , * without true regard to Convition or Per- 
ſwafion: For that has not bcen the drift. of any of the reſt of the 
Arguments or matter in that Book, But the drift of that Paſſage, 
and of the reſt alſo, was to draw from a feigned preterce of being 
l:ft to the Grace of God, (as a Cloak of Evil, of any kind) to a 
Teal acquaintance with, ſubjeCtion to, and dependance on the Grace 
of God indeed. This appears ( not only from ſeveral other Paſ- 
ſages in that Book, as,” Theu art not to conform to a thing ignorantly, 
Page 3. And, Tt is thy Duty to wait upon God, in ſilence ad patience, 
out of all fleſhly Conſultations, page lo. The People of God ought to be 
ft ro the Guidings of the Spirit of God in then ſelves, page 9. It is a 
great Truth, that all are to be left thereumto, 1bid, but ) very plainly 
' from the words immediately foregoing thoſ® which the Adver faries 
Cavilat. For the Queſtion being there put, Ought 7 not to be lefe 
to the Grace of God in my own Heart? The Anſwer there is, That 1s 
of all things moſt defireable, fince they are well left, that are there left ; 
for there is no fear of wart of _—_ where all are left with the ene Spirit 
of Truth, page 4. This was far ſure from a drift to gain a preſump- 
tive Dependence upon Men, without true regard to Conviction or 
Perſwaſion. And therefore it is evident, that the drift of the Ad- 
yerſaries, in ſuggeſting this ſlander, is to prejudice unwary Rea- 
ders againſt Friends, by miſleading them into a wrong apprehen- 
fion, that Friends endeavour to draw them from the Divine Grace, 
and holy Spirit in themſelves ,: to a dependence on men, -to. act ac- 
cording as men ſhall dirett them, , without true regard to Conviction 
or Perfwaſion in themſelves. But this is a foul ſlander npon Friends, 
and a groſs abuſe to the Readers + for indeed, the contrary hereof 
is moſt true. Friends. -as they have always done, fo now, as much 
as ever, do direQt all to the heavenly Gift, the ſaving-Grace that hath 
appeared, -the” manifeſtation of the Spirit in themſelves , of it to learn, 
and on it zo depend, for both Conviction and Conduct in their Reli- 
gious Performances. But, ason the one hand, they labour to bring 
every oneto an acquaintance with this heayenly Gift in themſelves, 
and a true dependence on«.it fax, Guidence. by i$.: So, an.the-other 
SE  e Tal | .hand, 


»” 


( 53) 

hand, they eaution all to beware, that they be not heguiled. by the 
Enemy in themſelves, ('who forms Likeneſles; of heavenly, things, 
on purpoſe to deceive and miſlead thereby, and for the ſame end 
transforms himſelf-into an Angel of Light, )Jand take him foy their Guide 
and Leader, as too many have done, inſtead of the Spirit of Truth; 
and then demand to be left to the Grace of God inthemſelves, when in- 
deed they are gone from th? Grace of God tn themſelves, and oppoſe the 
manifeſtations, operations, and produQtions thereof in others. -.So 
that the Controverſy (rightly ſtated, and t:iuly conſidered )is not 
about being lefr, or not left, to the Grace of God (for that all 
fhould be left to that, was never doubted, much leſs denyed, by 
Friends )) but about heing left, or not left, to that which is pre- 
tended to be the Grace of God, bunt indeed'and in truth is not- it; 
and: by the fruits it brings forth ſufficiently manifeſts, that ir is 
not it. . 

They ſay, *tis true, to plead this againſt our underſtanding is an abuſ- 
of the Plea, and is lit le better than H:reſie, tut none can be an Hereti: k 
that truly fears God ;, thrrefore, to plead this agair ft this or that thing, 
brought in by this or that Man, or by this or that Aſſembly, that we bilieve 
is wrong, is ſo far from abuſing the Plea , that it may be a irue ufog | 
Of 1t. ' : 

i This is a very looſe and trifling way of arguing, having 
nothing cogent or concluſive in it. The Paſſage they oppoſe is this, 
Toplead being left to the Grace of God againſt Unity, 1s to abuſe the very 
Plea. This was grounded upon , and drawn from an undenyed 
Propoſition, that where all are left with the one Spirit of Truth, 
they muſt be of one mind, they can't be otherwiſe. Now from 
this Propoſition, thar All who are left with ( that is, led by ) the 
one Spirit of Truth, muſt be of one;mind, ir. fairly and naturally 
follows, that for 'any to plead a being lefr ro the Grace of 'God, 
and led'by the Spirit of God in themſelves, in order to countenance 
or defend a being of a contrary, oppoſite mind from the reſt that are 
led by the Spirit of God, js to abuſe the Plea ; and to commit (as 
the Author of the Examination, there fays) the greateſt' Contra- 
diction to that very DoQrine of Scriptnre, "viz. that: a} ſhould be 
guided by the Grace and Spirit of God'M rhemſetves': for the 'End 
of that Do&rine is Certainty,! which"rHe' Author there *confirms 


ky ſeveral Scripture-Evidenices ', as Fer. 32. 39. Exet. 11. 19. 
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LHRs 4. 32. &c. This the Adverſaries do not attempt to anſwer z 
but turn the roatter from pleading this againſt Unity, to pleading 
it againſt Underſtanding, which, they fa; is little better than He- 
refs and gran: that todo thus is an abuſe of the Plea. But can no- 
thing be an abuſe of the Plea, but uſing it againſt Underſtanding ? 
What if any have ſo lite underitanding in the things of God, as 
to believe that G..d's People may be led by the one Spirit of Truth 
ta difagree, act contrary to, and oppoſe one another in the things 
of God ( asthe Adverſaries ſay, in their 16th page, There is no 
neceſſity that they muſt agree in things Circumſtantial : ) is not 
this to abuſe the Plea, though it ſhould not be done againſt Under- 
ſtanding, but for wart of Vuderſtanding ? For the Plea of being left 
to the Grace of Gcd in ones ſelf, is therefore ſaid to be abuſed, be- 
cauſe uſed to an End and purpole diretly contrary to that, for 
which it was given. For the end for which it was given is to bring 
men into Unity, both with God ( from whom the Devil, by Tranſ- 
greſſion, divided them.) and with one another in the things of 
God, in whom is no vari?bleneſs, nor ſhadow of turning. And 


therefore to plead being led by it, out of Unity, and againſt Uni- . 


ty, is to abuſe the very Plea. And ſurely, if they go not againſt 
* their Underſtandings, they go much without Underſt a: ding, in con- 
cluding, that becauſe it is an 4buſe of the Plea to plead this azainſt 
Underſtanding, therefore { for ſo they infer } to plead this againſt this 
or that thing, brought in by this or that man, or by this 6r that Aſſembly, 
that we buljeve is wro:g, ts fo far from abuſing the Plea, that it may be 


4 true uſmg of it, For here isnot only no Coherence between their * 


Premiſes and Concluſion : but a plain departing from the terms of 
the Propoſition ; which-was a Pleading this ( of being left.to the 
Grace of God in themſelves) againſt Unity, Which word they 
wholly leave out, a:d. inftead thereof put in | r0 plead this againſt 
:4is or that thi: g, b ought in by this or that man, &c, ) This ſhews 
their ſhuffling, and idle way -f argning. However, we deny that 
any thing , believed or practiſed as a Religious, Duty among us, 
72S brought in þy any man; 01 men, as fnen, but, by .the, Spirit, of 
the Lord , opening. Counſel. in the. hearts of his Seryants , and 
throu þ them_recommending; the uſe 3 ſuch things to. the Church 
of Chriſt ; and opening the hearts of ſuch as -waited. ſingly in the 
Ame Spirit of Truth, to, receive, cloſe and joyn with- the __ 
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fromaninward ſenſe, Conviftion and Perſwaſion that the things ſo 
. recommended. were of God : In which we have been, and are, 
abundantly confirmed, by the ſweet and powerful preſence of the 
Lord with and amongſt us in the uſe thereof, evidencing to our Spi- 
rits his accepting us therein. And if the Adverſaries believe thoſ& 
things to be wrong, that doth not prove they are wrong; though it 
-may prove their belief and themſelves wrong. 

In their 21th page, They quote another paſſage out of the ſaid 
Book, in theſe words ; & I muft ſay unto thee, Friend , what if 
thou wilt not be left unto the Grace and Spirit of God in thy ſelf? 
( Here they break off with an, &c.' omitting the reſt of the Sen- 
tence, which inthe ſaid Book follows thus, ) * nor wait for 'its 
-< mind, nor be watchful to its Revelations, nor humble and quiet 
«j1l thou haſt received ſuch neceſſary manifeſtations, but pleadeſt 
<« againſt the Counſel of the Spirit of the Lord in other faithful Fer- 
*< ſons, under the pretence of being left to his Spirit in thy ſelf; -by 
« which means thou oppoſeſt the Spirit to the Spirit, and pleadeſt 
&« for diſunity unJer the name of Liberty. Their Anſwer is, Ther 
ſuch do the thing that is extreamly Evil. 

Rep. No doubt ofthat. But when they do ſo, what is to be done 
in the caſe? Are they to be left to their Liberty and Freedom in do- 
ing the thing that is extreamly Evil ? Is the Church' bound to own 
them, receive them, acknowledge and admit them, not only for 
Members, but Miniſters and Preachers, while they are doing the 
thing that is ſo extreamly Evil? Or in caſe they diſturb her godly 
Careand PraQtice, and grow Contentious, and exalt their Judgment 
againſt her, (as the Adverſarics have done, hath ſhe power from 
God toexhort, admoniſh and reprove them, and (if they perſerere 
therein) in his Name to refuſe any further fellowſhip with them, 
till they repent of their Evil, as,. in the 10. pag. of the Book they 
pretend to Anſwer, is laid down, but not taken up, anſwered, or 
taken notice of by them, that I find. 

Having nimbly anſwered to 'the former Quotation, Then ſuch do 
the thing that is extreamly evil; they immediately add, but 'ox the other 
hand, what if they are left with the Grace and Spirit of God, which they 
may, or at leaft ſome ; for any thing that be-hath ſaid. * © 

"Rep. May they ſo ? That's ſtrange ! They that will zot wair = 
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the mind of Gad*s Spirit, nor be watchful to its -Revelations,- aor 
humble and quiet till they have received ſuch neceſſary Manifeſtati- 
ons, but plead againſt the Counſel of the +pirit ot. the Lord in other. 
\ faithful Perſons, under the pretence of being left to his Spiritin 
themſclves, and ſo oppoſe the Spirit to the Spirit, and plead for 
Diſunity under the name of Liberty ; may they. for any -thing that 
he hath ſaic (who hath ſaid all this here, and more elſewhere) be left 
with (that is led by ) the Grace and Spirit of God # this ? 

But fay they, HW! at care has he tak:n ? What remedy has be provided, 
that tru' Liberty ana Fre:dom of Specch may be maintained ? 

R:p. Let them ſhew, if they can, when or where true Liberty 
and Freedom of Speech hath been denicd by Friends. That it hath 
been indeed by the Alverſaries, may be proved, if need require. 
But.it may well be ſuppoſed what ſort of Liberty and Freedom of 
Speech they would maintain, by the Licencions Liberty they have 
taken; and uſed 1n ſpeaking of, and againſt ſuch Perſons and things, 
as they diſlike: -a Liberty to rail at and reve thoſe whom they call 
their Brethren, under the Names of Apoſtares, Innovators, Int: oduc- 
ers of Popery, Sctters up of Im ges, Idolatcrs, Idol Prophets, a rreacher- 
ons Comp-.ny, &Cc. a Liberty to mock at ſcoff, jear and deride the order 
and diſcipline, of the. Church of Chriſt, under the contempruous 
names of Cangns, Conftitutions, bunan-Preſcriptions, Mens- Inventions, 
Edifs, Bulis, &c. © This is the: Liberty and Freedom they have hi- 
therto uſed, both in ſpeaking and writing ; how true, and fit to be 
maintained, ler all, that live in Truth, judge. 

To the Author's Queſtion, whether he may not exhort to the 
:praftice of what he:s moved to preſs to 'the practice of ; they An- 
1wer, We graunt he may,. &c. Adding, 1's net our Duty to obey him, 
becanſe he ſayst, but becauſe we know, or at leaſt are perſwaded,that what 
he ſays is true, page 22. 

Rep. Neither that Author, nor any Friend beſides, ever exhorted 
or deſired (much leſs preſſed as a Duty on any) to obey him, or to 
do any thing of a Religious coi-cern, .becauſe he ſaid it; but have al- 
wayes directed to that which would give every one a certain know- 
ledge, and Perſwafion of the thing ſo exhorted to. T herc was 


therefore no need for the Adverſaries to fence themſelves againſt that 
s whick 
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which was never offered them. But they delighr, by ſuch ſugpeſti- 
ons, to inſinuate eyil ſurmiſes into the minds of their begniled 
Proſelites: ' 

In their 22. pag- They :quibble upon the words | Common, 
and Univerſal: ] for citing theſe words out of the Eook they pre- 
tend to Anſwer, viz. But therefore are uot the M.mbers of one mind 
and Fudgement, in common and univerſal matters, relating tothe Church 
of God ? They anſwer, There is not much doubt 31 this when tru'y un- 
derſtood ; but we are to mind, fay they, th-t we be not deceived and im- 
poſed upon, as to what is, 8r ought ty be account.d common and univerſal 
matters, Hereupon they give us their notion thereof, both affir- 
matively and negatively, thus ; By common and univerſal matters we 
underſtand ( and we hype, ſay they, according to Truth ) what has been 
commonly and unive: ſally received, and not new and novel thirgs that 
have not been ſo received, | 

Rep. This is not according to Truth, which is free and illimi- 
table; whereas this would lay a Limit and Reſtraint upon God, 
from opening the way of Truth and Rightconſneſs further and fur- 
ther, and from adding ſuch helps and means for the Propagation 
thereof, and preſervation of his People therein, as he in his un- 
ſearchable Wiſdom ſhall fee need of: For every freſh Diſcovery 
may on this pretence be ſlighted, rejected as a Novelty, in the ſame 
Spirit wherein the World rejets the whole way of Truth as a No- 
velty. Common and Univerſal matters therefore, relating to the 
Church of God, are not to be reſtrained to ſuch things as have been 
commonly and univerſally received. For the envious Seeds-Man 
was not backward to ſow his evil Seed berimes ; and Captious Spi- ; 
rits have riſen up early (as well as now of late) excepting againſt, 
ſome one, ſome an other thing, in DoArine or Praftice, yet pre- 
tending to own the Fundamental principle of Truth. So that the 
moſt approved praQtice amongſt Friends may, perhaps, fall ſhort of 
having been, in a ſtri&t Senſe, Univerſally received : For Univer- 
ſal admits no Exception. But by Common and Univerſal matters, 
relating to the Church of God,are to be underſtood matters of Com- 
mon and Univerſal Uſe and Service in the Church of God ; things 
not peculiar to this, that, or to'ther Member only, but of common 
uſe or benefit to all the Members of the Body. And that the An- 


thor ſo meant it, hisown words plainly ſhew, page 5. Where he 
I {ays, 
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ſays, Degree or Meaſure In the ſame Life can never contraditt or ob- 
ſtruft that which is from the ſame Life, for the common benefit of the 
Family of God. Did Jude call the Salvation he writ of verſe 3. 
Common, becauſe it was commonly received ; or becauſe it was offe- 
red, intended and .tendred as a Common Berjfi: to all that would ree 
ceive it? And whereas the Adverſaries fay, Thi of Convittion and 
Perſwafion preceding Conformity , hath been a Common and Univerſal 
matter &r thing , becauſe commonly and univerſally received among us 4s 
a great Truth. | 

1 Reply, It 1s indeed a great Truth, and hath been, and is, a 
common and univerſal Matter ; bvit not for the cauſe or reaſon they 
aſſign: For if it had not been commonly and univerſally received 
among us, as a great Truth yet it would have been a common 
and univerſal Matter, relating to the Church of God, becauſe it 15 
2 Matter of common and univerſal Service and Benefit fo all and 
every Member in the Church of God. But fince they here acknow- 
ledge that this Dogrine, of Conviction and Perſwaſion preceding 
Conformity, hath been commonly and iverſally received. among us 
as 2 great Fruth; they do ill to inſfinuate (which too frequently 
they do,) that Friends would draw any to a Conformity to any 
thing before, or without, Convidtion or Perſwaſion. 

In their 23d page, They pick another piece of a Sentence out of 
the Book they pretend to Anſwer, which they ſet down thus, What 
comes from the Light, Life and Spirit: in one, is the ſame +n-Truth and 
Unity to the reſt, as if it riſe in themſelves. This is ſeen in our Aſem- 
blies every day, &c. * Now becauſe they dare not direQly gainſay 
this, and yet are diſpoſed to wrangle, they pretend to know the 
Deſign of the Argument , and quarrel with that. - The Deſign, 
they ſay, of this Argument is 10 gain 4 dependance upon the Teachings of 
God, by Inſtruments, equal at leaſt to the Teaching of Ged.,, immediately 
by bis Spirit, in our own hearts ; and this (they ſay) how planſible ſeever, 
is not according to the Truth, as "tis in Jeſus. © | 

Rep. Their ſurmiſe in this Caſe is wrong and Evil, and therefore 
not according to Truth. , That which they ſuggeſt to be the De- 
ſign, was not the Deſign, of that Argament (as they. call it.) But 
the plain and true Deſign of it was to obviat_ an Objection, and cut 
off a falſe Plea'for Djſunion and Diſcord, oynded upon: variety 
of Meaſures, and diverſity of Gifts and Offices in the Bady. For 
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the Author. having put the Queſtion, page 4- Are there not variou? 
Meaſures, diverſities of Gifts, and ſeveral Offices in the Bedy ? And 
having granted that there are, proves that that variety and diverſity 
of Meaſures, Gifts and Offices in the Body, adminiſters no ground 
for Diſunien, Diſcord or Cont» ariety amongſt the members of the 
Body ; ſince it is a falſe way of Reaſoning to conclude Diſcord from 
Diverſity, Contrariety from Yaricty : which having illuſtrated by an 
Inſtance of the varies Senſes in a natural Body, without any Cor- 
trariety flowing from that variety, he ſhews, page 5» That Diverſi- 
ty of Gifts dovh not infer Diſagreement in Senſe, nor variety of Offi- 
ces contrariety in Judgment concerning thoſe Offices. Then having, 
from the concurrent Teſtimonies of the holy Scriptures, ſet forth 
the Unity of God, he infers that che Light, Life and Spirit of God 5s 
at unity with it ſclf in all; and what comes from the Light, Life or Spirit 
$1 one, it is the ſame in Truth and Unity to the reſt, as if it riſe in them- 
ſelyes. For this he appealed to the daily experience of Friends in 
our Meetings, where the Living and ſenſible ones know, that what 
comes from the.Light, Life or Spirit of God in any Friend that 
Miniſters, is felt, received, cloſed with and united to as Truth, 
by thoſe that. in the ſame Light, Life and Spirit wait, as well as if 
it had aroſe in themſelves. this was the Deſign of the Authors 
words in that place, as is apparent to any that fairly reads them ; 
and the Deſign was good. But.the Deſign of the Adverſaries was 
Evil, in ſurmiſing another Defign without ground, that they might 
make an oceafion for Cavilling. For they are fain to confeſs, that 
there is no contraritty in the Spirit of God, no Contradittion in the Spirit"s 
Teavhing, being all for one and the ſame end, the good of Man, by the 
Salvation of his Soul. Nay , they acknowledge, There is ſo mnch 
Trnth in what the Author hath ſaid, that when fairly ſtated, they ars 
content it ſhould be as a Rule to meaſure the whole difference by. And. yet 
they ſpend about a couple of Pages in Carping af it, They ſay, 
betwixt Gods Teaching by Inſtruments, and Te:ching immediaiely by his 
Spirit in our own hearts, there is this Diſtinition or Difference, tha! the firſt 
is but to prepare, the latter to perfetFk. Whereas the. Scripture fait! 
expreſly, When Chriſt aſcended up on high, he gave gifts wito Men, ſ me, 
- apoſtles, and ſome,” Prophets, and ſome, Evangeliſts , and ſome, Paſtors 
and Teachers ;, for the perfeEing of the Saints, &c. Eph. 4.8, 11, 12. 
So that hence it appears that the Teaching of God, through ſuch 
' Inſtruments as he, gives his heavenly'Gifts unto, for the work of the 


I 2 Miniſtry, 
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Miniſtry, hath a f#rther tendency and Service, than but ( or only ) 
to prepare: for thoſe Gifts were given for the Edifying ( that is, 
building up, or Eſtabliſhing) of the Body of Chriſt, and for the 
Perfeing of the Saints. This ſhews, the Adverſaries, for all 
their high Notions and fluttering Pretences, are ſhort of a right -un- 
d-rſtanding, and to ſeek in the work of the Miniſtry, being igno- 
rant of the tive and fall end of Divine Miniſterial Gifts. So 
again they ſay, page 23. Whorn-thethings of God do come from God's 
boly Spirit immediately, they are then as the Orasles of God. this ſhews 
they do not reckon them as the Oracles of God, if they come from 
the Light, Life. or Spirit of God through Inſtruments. But the 
Apoſtle Perer ( who knew as muci as they, and is fitter to be believed 
than t-ey) ſaith, If any Max ſprak, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of 
God, &c. 1 Pet. 4.11. So that the Apoſtle, it ſeems, underſtood 
no other, but that the things of God, when Miniftred as of the 
abiliry which God giveth, were as the Oracles of God, though ſpo- 
ken by or through Man. | | 

'To make way yer for more wrangling, they reaſon after this 
manner ; either ſay they, «# that do ſpeak in our Aſſemblies or Meet- 
ings, ſpeak from the Light, Life and Spirit, or all do not , if all do ſo 
ſpeak, prove it ; if all do not fo ſpeak, then you mnſt give ns 4 certain 
Rule to know who do ſo ſpeak and who do not. 

Rep. Art the end of their Preface, they give an Advertiſement, 
that where the Tcrm You is found in the following Diſcourſe, 
(namely in their Book) they intend the Author (viz. of the Book 
they pretend to Anſwer) and thoſe of his mind. And where the 
term UE is alſo uſed (in their Book) it may be underſtood in re- 
ſpe& to thoſe of the ſame mind with the Author of that Book of 
theirs. So that Pou and UWe are there: ſet for CharaQeriſtical 
Notes, or diſtinguiſhing Terms, between Friends and them 
- Friends being Mtended and denoted by the word You, and them- 
ſelves by the word We. Now fince Your and Dur are but De- 
rivativesfram You and We, each ought to follow its own Primi- 
tive. And ſince by the tzrm We, they would have themſelves to 
be underſtood, it is but reaſon thatby the term ©ur Aſſemblies or 
Meetings, their own Aſſemblies or Meetings ſhould be-underſtood, 
not the Aﬀemblies or Meetings of Friends: eſpecially, ſeeing th 
bave Alcetings of their own, properly their-own, ſet up by themſelves, 

in 
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in their own. wills and choice; in a Spirit-'of ſeparation; framcthe 
Mectings: of Friends , and in oppofitien to them. Now, if we/: 
take them in this Senſe, when they ſay as before, Either all that do © 
ſpeak in ©ur Aſſemblies or Meetings, ſpeak from the' Light, Life 
and Spirit, orall do not; -I ſhall eaſily grant, . what they. ſay-they 
take for granted, that all that ſpeak in_ their Aſſemblies or Meet-. 
ings, do not ſpeak from the Light, Life and Spirit of God, 'if-any 
do. But if they miſtook themſelvey here, and by ©ur Aſems 
bli& or Mcctiags, intended the Aſſemblies or Meetings of Friends, ; 
and ſo put the Queſtion, whether all that ſpeak in the' Meetings of 
Friends,do ſpeak foom the Light, Life and Spirit.of. God,or+nor. :. 

I Kepiy, No + For many of the Adverſaries themſelves (who.are- 
gone into a wicked ſeparation from Friends, and initcad of abideing 
inthe Light, Life and Spirit of God, are got into an wngodly Spirit 
of Wrangling and. Quarrelling, Rayling and Reviiing, Envy, Bit- 
terneſs and Reſtleſs Contention)) do notwithſtanding thruft+into 
Friends Meetings, and there take upon them to; ſpeak, | though they 
(or their Party) have openly denyed Friends in Print: This -is: 
ſuch a werk of darkneſs and horrible Hypocryſie, as manifeſts that- ſuch 
ſpeak not from the Light, Life or Spirit of God. But whereas 
they. ſay, Toumnſt give us a certain Rule to know who. do,ſo ſpeak, and whe 
do r10r, or otherniſe you muſt leave us toreceive or refuſe, according to the 
beſt of onr underſtanding \ (which they repeat over and over, biding 
us) Obſerve, either you muſt give us a Rule 4s above, or you muſt leave 
ws free, &c. I Reply, Friends have always directed and left them, 
and all others, to that which makes free indeed, the Truth, John 8. 
32. And their infinuating the contrary,is a foul $lander, and a 
wicked Deſign. 1 would to God they, who are run into Enmity 
to and ſeparation from Friends, would leave us free, and nat :im- RN 
poſe upon us their Preaching and Praying, which they have been 
often told Friends cannot receive or own. And whereas they ſay, 
both here in page 24, and elſewhere, We take it for granted, that you 
can give u0 ſuch Rule. hci lag.. ; 

1 Reply, They miſtake, taking that for granted which they ought fo 
not. That Light, Life, Spirit, Grace or Truth, which Friends EX 
have always direQed them and all unto, is a Rule. a certain Rule, iy 
to know who ſpeak from it, and who do not. + And they that abide 
init, and are attentive:toit,: doknow who ſpeak from it; and who 

do 
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do noty who. are ated)by itz andwho are not 2 dnd: know accors 
dingly what, and'whom, torreceive; and what, and whom, to re-- 
fuſe. For the true Sheep know:the true Shepherd*s Yoice, Yohrn 10. 
4-and 27. which is more-than words. Bur: there is a difference 
between being: left to this' Light, Grace or Spirit''of God in'onr.. 
ſelves; to receive of refuſcaccording tothat ; and being left to our 
ownunderſtanding, to receive or refuſe according to tie beſt- of 
that, as the Adverſaries-would be left. For Man's underftanding, 
aS It 1s ainatural'-Faculty, muſt be illuminated by this heav@ly 
Ligkt.and Spirit of God, before'it can receive, or. know, the things: 
of God; becanſe they are Spiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. Well 
therefore did the Wiſe-man adviſe, Truſt in the Lord with all thine 
heart, and lean not to thine own underftanding, Prov. 3. 5. | 

In the cloſe of their 24 page, They ſay, We may [afely conclude, 
_— Convittien and Perſwaſion are diſallowed, that Government ceaſeth 
to be true. / - f-017s 121543 
_ » Rep. But where is that? not amongſt Friends, I am ſure. This 
they have ſuggeſted over'and over z but without proof, without 
colour. The contrary has been aſſerted and proved over and over, 
again and again, and that by undenyable Evidences, from 'that ves 
ry Book they pretend to Anſwer ; As' thon art n0t-to conform to a thing 
igworantly; page 3. The People of God ought robe. left. tothe Guidings of 
the Spirit-of God in themſelves,] page 9. It is a great Truth that all art 
ro be left thereunto, - ibid. * And again If thou deft not preſently ſee that 
Service in «-thing, that the veft of thy Brethren agree in, it. is thy Duty 
(what'todv'? not to-Conform \ without-or 'againſt Convittion or 
Perſwaſion;''but) to wait upoti/God jm filence anal patience, 0:t-0f al fleſhe 
ly Confultations ,"&c, page: to. Theſe plain Teltimonies; one 
wouldthink, were enough to ſtop the clamorous mouth of flan- 
derous'Envy. $ 63g» 3 > 
- They begin their 25th page with a Paſſage, which they ſingle 
out vf "rbe*6th'page. of- the Book they pretend to Anſwer; And they 
word it thus, They that walk in the Light, have Fellowſhip one with ans- 
ther," 1\Fohn 11 Whence he ſaith, *tws eaſy to conclude. that thoſe that 
£0-out of ' Fellowſhip, go out-of -#he Light, &c. Upon this they ſpend 
about four pages -1n- meer Cavilling. -And to make the more way 
for their Cavilling, they miſcite the Paſſage, leaving 'ovt - a word of 
{mall \ſound;' but of gr eat force in thepreſent-Calſt;,/ becauſe a ſtrong 
C9 | | Emphaſis 
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Emphaſis lies.upon it. (For whereas the Aptior's words were, they 

that go out of [the] Fellowſhip,. go, out,of the Light: the Adver.. 
faries, omitting the word [the] report him-to have fad, They that 
20 ont of Fellowſhip, go out of che Light ; Ry that means, -making 

themſelves a liberty to extend ti1js ro: ary, ſore of Fellowſhip, that 
they have a mind to ſtretch it fo, .which., was ſpoken.Emphati-, 
cally , and by way of Excellency, .of that, Dwyine;and Spiritual Fel- 
lowſhip, which is attained only,by walung 7: the Light: Nor was 
this a tingle flip, or overſight.z but ſeyen or Fight times nets 
they here repeated this Paſlape in the ſame Terms ,. and with the 
ſame Omiſlion : and have made. advant«ge..of; it accordingly, to 
prevent the Senſe, abuſe the Author, a:d beguil. the Reader,” For 
1 their 26th page. They put, themfelves BPOn. t e Inquiry, What 
muſt be underſtood by the word Fellowſhip ; for, they ſay, i? carrot ftand 
of it ſelf (it ſeems they take it for a 1Vown Adjettive) and they have 
taken from it that, by which. it might have both ſtood, and been 
underſtood. . They purſue their Jnquiry ;tlius;, Therefore, fay they, 
10-make"it mmtelligivle; inthe beſt. Senſe, we muſt 1092 to it what he calls 
tbe: Church, 'and then, (add they) that Church mu relate to People, and 


at laſt (fay they) w: judge, it muſt relate to theſe Orders, Rules and 
For ms, that are ſet up by this Church, &c. Thus have they taken away 
what they. pleaſed from the Author's words, and added o them of 
their: own, that they might. the, more foplly pervert the" Seaſe a 
meaning of them, | OT Lp Rnd 
Whereas the Author's words, [ They that go out of the Fellow- 
ſhip, go-out of the Light, ] had ;a fired, and Hinicret relation to 
that Fellowſhip which ſtands in the Light, which they that walk in the 
Light have onewith another, in 06.My walking-in'the Light. So 
that the true Fellowſhip here treated '9f,, is a pre, holy , Spiritual 
Fellowſhip, -which. God's,People haye and. enjoy one with, another ; 
and their Fellowſhip one with another ſtands.in. that 'wherein their 
*Fellowſhip ſtands with God not,in any Ceremonial or ſhadowy 
thing, as the Adverſaries, withan evil mind, ſuggeſt. 
''-:Fhey ſay, page 25, We may ſee the canning that 5s in Danbing, as 
well as ſomething of that ground of tg Falſe RealWing. that 1s among the 
Children of men, Their Dawbing, and their C unping is laid open in 
"the foregoing. Their falſe Res/oning,, and their Folly will appear in 
" what follows.” | They-tell us, $455 25> . Every ſaying or Poſition hath 
-wnly one other Saying or ring that ftarids againſt it; if therefore 
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(fay they) what is. brought as the [Antitheſit 3 tiffer from the dirett oppe- 
ſite Serſe , the work that follows, or what'fs builacd: wpow it,” 6an:ot be 
T7 | IEIFEFWHIT FL FOR. & © $4 153 04-* x73 Ty 
Rep. This is ſo oppoſite to Senſe, that it is hard to pick any Senſe 
ont of it. Antitheſ55 1s a Poſition direftly contrary to another Po- 
ſition, - which is the Theſis toit; and it muſt differ from the Theſis, 
or dire, oppaſite Senfe, which it is brought againſt , elſe it is not 
truly. Antithefis: Yet they woyld have it, that if it do differ from 
the dire oppoſite Senſe, it cannot be true. They bave got hold 
of a Cramp-word (as the ſaying is) and ſeem very fond of it; but 
handle it with fo bz:tle 5kil, as fhews they do not rigitly underſtand 
it : For they confound Theſis with Antitheſis , making the ſame 
words ſome times-one, ſome times to'ther ;'' not-conlidering that 
themſelves at the ſame time ſay, Oppoſites remain as fixt in their Senſe, 
as the Eaſt doth from the Weſt. Then ſure they are not Convertible. 
Yet they make thoſe words, [ They that goout of Fe lonſhip, ge ont of 
the Light, ] one while a Theſis or Poſition z another while an Ar- 
tith:ſis, which is. quite contrary. Again, they" ſay, Fhis Poſrrion, 
that they that go out of Fellowſhip, go ont of the Light," he brings as the 
true Antitheſss to this Poſition of Scripture, quoted 1 John 1. or he doth 
not ſo bring it5 if he dothnot bring it as true, he deceives or abuſes bis 
Reader , but if he doth bring it as the true Antitheſss, he 3s miſt aken. 

Rep. Whit ground had they 'to dream that .he brought it as an 
A-titheſi; at all ? He no where calls it ſo: Nay, he diredly'callsita 
Concluſion, (his words are, Whence it is eaſy to conclude, They that go 
out of the Fellowſhip, go-out of the Light +) And cannot they diſcern 
between a Conclu(orn-and an Amtitheſis ? They had better:then not 
have medled with either, . 18 every Concluſion an Artithefis,: do they 
think ? They ſay, He brings it as the true Antitheſis, 'or he doth: nas ſo 
bring it ;" if he doth not brirg it as true, he deceives or abuſes hs Reader. 
Here, to ſhew their Curning in Danbirg, they leave out the word 
Artitheſis in the latter Clauſe of the Sentence, and only ſay; if he 
doth not- bring it. 45. 77#e,” he decetves or abuſes his Reader. But 
he doth bring it as.1r#e (though not An'itheſis, but ) Condluſion from 
the Premiſes ; ſo that they deceive themſelves and .their Readers, 
and abuſe him... They grant, from the” Text in 7obn, that The 
ground and cauſe of true Fellowſhip, is a walking in the Lig it "And it 
is very evident, That it-was this trae Fellowſhip, which walking = 
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the Light is the Ground and Cauſe*of, that the Author ſpake of, 


whom he ſaid, They that go out of the Fellowſhip, go out of the Light, 


becauſe he inferr*d it from having Fellowſhip by walking in the 
Light, aſſerted by the Apoſtle, 1 John 1.\ Now therefore, after 
all their wrangling , and idte Cavilling about it , I defire they will 
ſeriouſly conſider, whether they that go ont of this true Fellowſhip, 
which ſtands in the Light, which is attained only by walking in 
the Light, or which (as their own phraſe is) walking in the Light 
is the ground and cauſe of, do not go out of the Light in which 
the Fellowſhip ſtands, when they go out of the Fellowſhip which 
ftands in the. Light. ; 

They fay, The proof that the work us true, us the witneſs in a 
Mars own nnd by the cleanſing from all Sin ; and they add, without 
this, Fellowſhip is ineffefual. bd 

Rep. | grant that Cleanſing, being an effet of walking in the 
Light, is a good proof of ſuch walking. But ſince Cleaniing is a 
gradual work : (for as, Nemo repent? fit Turpiſimu ; So Nemo repente 
fir Purgatiſima : As no Man becomes moſt filthy all oh a ſudden ; 
ſFneither is it uſual for any one to be- made throughly Clean ina 
moment : ) Cleanffng from all ſin is the higheft degree of Cleanſing. 
Now though the further this work of Cleanfing is carried on, the 

more ſweet and precious the Fellowſhip is ; yet to aſſert (as the Ad- 
yerſaries here do.) that without cleanſing from all Sin, this Fellowſhip is 
ineffefual, is an Error. For while the work of Cleanſing is but i: 
part wrought, and 1s carrying on from one degree to an other , this 
holy Fellowſhip is of good effet# to them, who by walking in the 
Light, are brought into, and preſerved in it. . I find the Author 
of the Book I am Replying to, doth nor weigh his matter in the 
true Ballance before he brings it forth ; but runs on in a d&-k way 
of natural Reaſoning (wherein his greateſt ſtrength ſeems to ly) 
which leads him to lay hold too ſuddenly of Crude and indigeſted 
Notions, which will not ſtand, when brought to the true Tryal. 
'But to manifeſt more diredly to him and his Party, their miſtake 
in the preſent Inſtance, I recommend to their Conſideration, whe- 


ther they, among themſelves, have, or pretend to have, any Fel- 


lowfhip one with another, or no. If they have ; whether: 4! in 
that Fellowſhip can in truth ſay, they are cleanſed from All Sin. 


If they cannot z then whether IE to their own Poſition be- 
fore 


- (66): 
fore laid down) that Fellowſhip.of theirs.is not 5zefetual. This 
concerns al-them that yalue that Fellowſhip, or themſelyes for be- 
BE IBRMNGs, ET cioal wot 537-55; 

In their 27th and 28th pages, having ſpoken of the Church's go- 
ing into the Wilderneſs, and of her being led our of it again by 
Chrilt, they ſay, As we believe there is to be 0 end of the Increaſe 6f ns 
Governthent now begun, we are to.confrder there 15 ſome alteration in the 
work, it then decreaſed, it mu#t row qpcreaſe, and if it muſt mcreaſe, 
we may will co:{:der, 4s God, 1s ir fuiite and ternal, he hath . ſtil more 
Wifdom, Po:cr and Glory to reveal. 

Kep. There'is no doubt but he hath : And in his Wiſdom he 
hath revealed ſuch things, as his Wiſdom ſaw needful and nſeful to 
his Church:and Feople, which by his glorious Power he hath con- 
firmed them in; And which the Adverſaries, in zbeir, caraal Wiſdom, 
judging tov mean and tow for them to.receive, , have deſpiſed, re- 
proached, rejetted and oppoſed. But while they here admit, that 
| God. hath ſtill more. Wiſdom , Power and Glory to reveal, they 
ſcemito have forgotten bow oft throughout their Book, they ..have 
ſcornfully rejeted things as Newand Novel, and: bounded all to thair 
beginning. aca 10 vn in tad ab 

Again they ſay, there muſt be a looking forward, and not backward 
for the mind of Chri#. - y | 

Rep. Why then would they limit .us ,tq. their beginning ,;.as in 
their 5th and gth pages, as if nothing were to bereccived, but what 
is. (in their eſteem) Eſſential to true Religion , or which hath been 
from their beginning ? Is not that looking backward, inſtead of for- 
ward ? Beſides, if there muſt be a looking forward, and nor back- 
ward (as they ſay) for the mind of Chriſt; , why then do they twit 
us with «ſcriptural Orders, and peremptorily call fora plain Scrip- 
rure Proof for this or that, Praftice? Is not this looking backward, 
inſtead of forward ? For the Scriptures, they know, were written 
many hundred years ago. Thus their weakneſs and ſelf Contra- 
di&ion appears. But this 1snot all. Their Poſition: is anſornd in 
ic ſelf. They ſay, there muſt be a looking forward,, and not back- 
ward for the mind of Chriſt. . This Negative part of their Poſition 
is falſe and Erronious , excluding the-..Scriptures of Truth to be 
looked in for the mind of Chriſt. Herein they Err toone Extream, 
z5 the Worlds People do to the other. They are for looking back- 

ward, 
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ward, not forward, for the mind of Chriſt ; Dackward. to the. Scrip- 
tures, which they call ſuch a compleat Canon, as admits no Additi- 
on, or further diſcoyery. of the mind of God 5 net formerd, as be- 
lieving God hath ſo,bound himſelf up to what 1s reveal:d in the 
holy Scripture, that he will nor reveal his mind any further. Theſe, 
on the other hand, are for looking forward, ne - backward, for the 
mind of Chriſt. The Truth lies between theſe two Extreams. 
There ought to bea-looking both forward, and backward,. for the 
minde of Chriſt. | ot only forward, to every freſh and further mani- 
feſtation, diſcovery or Revelation of his minde : but alſo backward, 
to thoſe Revelations, diſcoveries or manifeſtations of the ,minde of 
Chriit, which we have already received from him in our ſelyes, and 
which the Churci' of Chriſt in Ages paſt reccived. from him, , 
through the holy Spirit, and are recorded in the holy Scripturet, 
which were w1itten for our Inſtruction. Thus running on headily. 
and in haſte, the Adverſaries-have ſhnt out the uſe and Service of 
the Scriptures of Truth, ftqm'being look'd into for the minde of 
* , DAB ras | DOI $4 S 
'Tiey ſay, We ſrould not think by what we know, to meaſure what is 
eo come z and tliey.agd, we hereby limit the holy 0..e 44 much ag is 12 OW 
ww, 6. ET SA oo 
Rep, They dire&ted us before, at the end of their: Preface, to 
underſtand the term We ] of thoſe tlat are of. the ſame minde 
with the Author of their Book. Now this which they,. here ſayy, of 
limitring the "oy One,. Ge... They ſpeak in the term, [We. ] SO 
that this 1s applicable'to themſelves, by their own careQion, 1 am 
ſenſible indeed, that what they here ſpeak concerning themſelves, 
istrue ;, and 1 am ſorry for it: for hence has procced:d their hurt, 
and the loſ. that j5 come upo: them, They have meaſured the Lord's 
Appearances by the falſe Merpand of their own conceited \ Knomledze, 
and the things they ſo meaſurcd not auſwering their expectation by 
that meaſure, they have reje&ed, deſpiſed and vilified 
themſelves, blaſphemed the Power which led Frie 
ctice of them, rurn'd head againſt their Brethren, diſquieted- and 
diſturbed the, Churcly pf, Chriſt , proclaimed in Print, open War, 
and 45: up. #herr ſeparate Mextings, 8s Enhens .and- Standards 
thereol. - OY EN 8 : 
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Their 29th page contains a Quotation out of the Book they pre- 
tend to Anſwer. It is too long to tranſcribe (being almoſt a page) 
conliſting of many particulars, pickt out of the 6th and 8th pa- 
ges of that Book, but nor fairly; for, beſides other Variations, 
there is this material one, that whereas the Author*s own words 
are, If I wili not comply with him that God hath made an Eye, &c. 
They havecited it, /f 1 will not comply with him that is made an 
Eye, Oc. leaving out God, that they might make room for an evil 
minde to ſurmiſe, that the Eye there ſpoken of might be of Man's 
making, not of God's; though the Author had expreſly ſaid, Him 
that G O D hath made an Eye This ſhews (as they elſewhere re- 
flet, page 25th) more Cunning in Daubing , than honeſty in Dealing. 
In their Anſwer they ſay, *tis plain the Anthor intended to gain a de- 
pendance upon what he calls the Church. 

Rep. *Tis plain they herein «bxſe che Author, and endeavour to 
miſlead their Reader. ?*Tis plain the Author had no intention, nor 
doth his Diſcourſe tend, to gain a dependence upon the Church, 
or upon any thing elſe than what the Church it ſelf is built and de- 
pends upon, Chriſt Jeſus, the Head thereof. That which they 
Carp at is a Scripture-Metaphor, borrowed from the Apoſtle Pas/, 
1 Cor. 12. And the Author?s intention in uſing it was no other, 
than to reprove, and refute the folly of thoſe, who from the vari- 
zry of Meaſures, diver/ty of Gifts and Offices in the Spiritual Body, 
would infer, and bring in a Liberty and allowance for che members 
of that Body te diſagree among themſelves, to contraaitt and oppoſe 
each other, in and about the ſelf ſame matter and thing, relating 
to the Family or Church of God. That this was his Intention, ap- 
pears moſt plainly in his 4th page. Now in order to convince ſuch 
of the weakneſs, unreaſarableneſs, and. falſeneſs of that Plea, he 
uſed the Compariſon which the Apoſtle had made, drawn from a 
natural Body, wherein, notwithſtanding there are divers Members, 
and various Offices to which they are adapted, yet is there zo 4jſa- 
greement among them, 0 Contrariety, ContradiCtion, or Oppoſition. 
So that the Adverſaries, in this Cavil, do but in effe& carp at the 
Apoſtle, at the Holy Scripture, and at the Spirit of Truth by 
which it was written. Burt I come to particulars of their Anſwer. 

Having ſaid, tis plain his intention is to gain a Dependance up- 
on what he calls the Church, they add, And that he makes infallible 
«*s ſhe relates to Aſn. Rep. 
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Rep. This is a notorious Falſchood, not to be faſtned on any thing 
in his Book; and thatT ſuppoſe, they were ſenſible of : for they. do 
not attempt to quote any paſſage of his in proof of it, but endea- _ 
vour to prop up this, by ſetting another Falſehood to it, which is 
this; That ſhe muſt relate to Men is clear, the Difference (fay they) 
being betwixt Men and Men. This is falſe as well as the former. 
The Difference is not betwixt Men and Men; if it were, it would 
relate to the things of Men, ſuch things as arecommon to Men as 
Aer. But the Difference is between Spirit and Spirit, and relates 
to the things of the Church, not of the World ; of Chriſtians, not 
of Men as Hen. But the Adverfaries, in their carnal minds, diſtin- 
guiſh not between Men and Chriſtians. Next they fay, He makes 
wo proviſion in all bis Book to the contrary, by allowing Convittion 10 pre- 
cede Conforntty. 

Rep. Doubtleſs the Adverſaries are come to an high degree of ob- 
ſtinate hardneſs, that without rertorſe they can ſo often repeat ſo 
foul a Falſchood as this. H@w many places have 1 already cired 
out of that Book (in which, they ſay, ht makes no proviſion at all 
for this) which plainly convict them of Falſchood and Slander 
therein ! when he ſaid, page 3. Thou art xot to conform to 4 thing 1g- 
norantly ; was here no Proviſion at all made for Convittion to pre- 
cede Conformity ! If they were not to conform ignorantly, then 
ſurely they were to know, be perſwaded, convinced, before they 
conformed. So that here was a good proviſion made ,, that Con- 
viction ſhould precede Conformity. When , to the Queſtion, 
TOught | not to be left to the Grace and Spirit of God in my own 
heart, ] He Anſwered, Tea, that iu of all things moft deſireable, &c. 
page 3- and 4. when he ſaid, page 9. The People of God ought to be 
left to the Guidings of the Spirit of God in themſelves ;,, and again, It is 
4 great Truth that all are to be thereunto left ;- was here no Proviſion 
at all for Conviction to precede Conformiry ! what better Proviſion 
could have been made for allowing Conviction to precede Confor- 
mity, than to declare that God's People ought to be left to the Gui- 
dings of God”s Spirit in themſelves ? Is it not from the Spirit of 
God in ones ſelf, that Conviction or Perſwaſion of Duty is to be 
accepted and received ? will the Spirit of God lead them that. We 
left to the Guidings of it, te Conformity before Conviftion ? no 


ſure, . The leaving therefore of God"s People to the Guidings of 
- God”; 
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God's Spirit in themſelyes, was the beſt Proviſion conld. have: been 
. made. for Conviction to precede Conformity.. 'When, to the 

Queſtion, { If 1 do'not preſently ſee that Service in a thing, that 
the reſt of my Brethren agree in, in this caſe what is my Duty? J 
He Anſwered, Jt 45 thy Duty to wait upon God int ſuence and Patierce, out 
of all fleſhly Conſultation, and as thou bidet in the ſimplicity of Truth, 
thou wilt receive an unaerfliandi-g nith the reſt of thy Brethrew about the 
thizg doubred ;, was there no Proviſion at all here, for allowing Con- 
viction to p: ecede Conformity ! Did he ſay, thou muſt Couform 
before-or without Coviction ? whether thou ſeeſt the Service, or 
no? Whether thou haſt received an Underſtanding about ir, or 
no ? Nay, did henot pofitively exqude that, and obviate this Ca- 
vil, by faying direQtly, Ut is thy Duty to waite upon God, &c. And 
what was ſuch an one to wait upon God for ? to be lead into Con- 
formity before Conviction ? no ſure ; hut to receive Conviction 
from God : therefore he there added, And as thou abideſt in the ſim- 
plicity of Trath, thou wilt receive an $Vnderſtanding, &c. Nay., fo 
far was he from favouring much more from preſling) Conformity 
before Convition, that, having declared, as before, the Dury of 
Juch an unconvinced, doubting one ; he adgs alſo, whar is the Du- 
ty of the Brethren towards ſuch an one, thus, Ard ir is theif Duty, 
whilſt thou behaveſt thy ſelf in meekneſs and humility, to bear with thee, 
and carry themſelves renderly and lovingly towards thee. Can any be ſo 
impudent as yet to ſay, that he makes no Provilion in all his Book 
to the contrary, by allowing Conviction to precede Conformity ! 
Nay, the Adverſaries themſelves ſay of him, page 16. That they 
believe he deſires a// ſhould be Guided by Gods Spirit. - Dofh this look 
like leading into blind Obedience, like drawing to Conformity be- 
fore Conviction, like drawing to a Dependence upon Men, as they 
often ſuggeſt againſt him ! how abominably wicked: are they 
herein ! | 

[n their 30 page, they quarrel at ſome particular paſſages in the 
large Quotation they gave before, relating to the Metaphor of a 
natural B»dy. As firſt, they fay, The Author ſeems to make the 
Church immediately jo\jned to Chriſt for ker Head, as the natural Body 

foyncd to the natural Head, | 
' Rep. Doth this offend them ? It is then becauſe they do not know 
tie true Church, nor her ſtrit Conjun&tion with or to her Head. 


Do 
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No they indeed think the true Church is not immediately. joyned to- 
Chriſt for her Head ! were they of that Church, they would think 
otherwiſe. 1t concerns them to conſider, whether they. are not ſuch 
as the Apoſtle complained of, Col. 2. 19. for not holding the Head, 
from which all the body, by joynts and bands having nouriſhment miniſtrea, 
and k2it together, increaſeth with the increaſe of God. The ſame Apo- 
{tle exhorting the Epheſians not to be rofſed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of Doftrine, by the ſlight of Men, and cunning, 
Craftineſs, whereby they ly in wait to deceive, Epheſ, 4. 14. adds, -But 
ſpeakirg the ruth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is 
the Head, even Chriſt : from whom the whole Body fully joyned together, 
and compatted by that which every joynt ſupplyeth, according to the effeftual 
working in the meaſure of every part, maketh increaſe of the Body unto 
the edifyi:g of it ſelf in love, And Beza, on theſe words, thus no- 
teth 3 Thereof 3t followeth, ſaith he, that neither ti:is Body can live 
without Chriſt, neither can any Atan grow up Spiritudlly, that ſeparateth 
himſelf jrom the other Members. & fit Note, and worthy to be no- 
te by-all thoſe, who have ſeparated themſelves from that Church, 
which yet they acknowledge to be true. 

They Cavil yet further at the parts of the Metaphor taken from 
a natural Body, which ſhews they do not well underſtand the na- 
ture. of a Metaphor, Compariſon,. or Sinicle, which (as the ſay- 
Ing is) runs not on all four,' nor agrees in every, particular ; but it, 
is enough if it ſquare in theſe parts, wherein the Compariion lies. 
When Chriſt compared his. Coming (called by the Apolitles, the 
coming of the day of the Lord, 1 The. 5. 2. and 2 Per. 3. 10.) to 
the coming of a Theif, Aatth. 24. 43, 44. it was not with reſpect 
to the end or intention®f the coming of each: (for the 1hief cometh 
710t but to ſteal, kill axd deſtroy, Fohn 10.10. Whereas Chriſt came 
to give Life, and to Save.) Burt it was with reſpec to the uncxpeted 
fuddenneſs of the coming of each. The comparing the Members of 
Chritt*s Body to the MemHhers of a natural Body, was not to tie 
the Spiritual Members. to a ftri& and exat} propertion and agree- 
ment, .in every reſpec, to the Members of a natural Body, in a/l 
* and ſingular the Offices, Properiies, Qualifications and Faculties of 
the Members of a natural Bedy : But to ſhew, that as all the Mem- 
bers of a natural Body, being influenced , animated and ated by 
one and the ſame vital Spirit, do barmoniouſly 2gree, and zo: 

; thwers 
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thwart one another, in their various Offices and AQtions : So the 
Members of the true Spiritual Budy, being all influenced, anima- 
ted, ated, moved, led and guided by the one Spirit of Life and 
Truth, do harmoniouſly agree, and ſweetly conſent together, in 
the performing of their ſeveral Offices, according to the divers 
Gifts, and various Meaſures that they have received thereof, Which 
cuts off, and wholly excludes that. pernicious Plea, which the divi- 
ding Enemy hath furniſhed ſome with, for maintaining Difagree- 
ment, Diſcord, and oppoſite Senſes, Judgments and PraQtices, a- 
moneglt the Members of the ſame Body, in and ahont the ſame Re- 
ligious Performances. Had the Adverſaries rightly conſidered this, 
they would not perhaps have thought there had been any incon- 
tiſtency between the Church of Chriſt ſeeing, hearing, ſ>eaking 
with the ſame Eye, Ear, Mouth; and particular Members being 
made by God an Eye, Ear, or Mouth, at ſuch ſeaſons, or ſuch oc- 
calions, and for ſuch Services, as he ſees meet to uſe them in; For 
there is no inconſiſtency inthis at all ; though they labour to make 
one, by a carnal way of Reaſoning, not ſuitable to the nature of Spi- 
ritual Senſes. For though they ſay, In the firſt of theſe Caſes, they 
all ſeem to hear for themſelves ; in the latter, ſome hear immediately, 
and ſome ſecondarily; and that the firſt hear not only for themſelves, but 
for ethers alſo, the ſecond only for themſelves by others: They err, not 
knowing the Myſtery of true Spiritual Hearing. For in the true 
Church All (whoſe Ear the Lord hath truly opened, and who atten- 
tively liſten to his Voice, hear for themſelves, and that immed;ately, 
by the Spiritual Ear which God hath opened in them, at the ſame 
time that, with the outward Ear, they hear the Teſtimony of Truth 
ſounded forth, by the Spirit of Truth,throufh any Inſtrument unto 
them. But, Oh! the darkneſs that comes over thoſe, who give 
icope and liberty to their minds to rove, and range in the way of 
carnal Reaſoning, about the things of God, which are, and only 
can be, Spiritually diſcerned, by them that wait in the Light. Lee 
# know, ſay the Adverſeries here, mbar Member is this Ey: that we 
mt ſce by, and what Member is this Ear that we muſt hear by, and 
what Member is this Mouth tat we muſt ſpeak by, in thoſe things that 
relate 10 Chriſt and 1is Church, that ſo we may net be impoſed upon by 
ſuch as may pretend to be that Eye, that Ear and Month, and are not. 
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_ Rep, . This looks too like that impertirient Curiofiry, which drew 
from the Apoſtle the Rebuke of [[/box Fool] tro him that asked, 
How are the Dead raiſed up ? and with what Bodies do they come ? 
1 Cor. 15. 35, 36- The Adverſaries here bewray an Imagination, 
that ſome particular Members are determinately appointed to the 
conſtant, and continual performance, and execution of thoſe Offi- 
ces of Eye, Ear, Mouth, &c. to and for the Body. And they ſeem 
to expect we ſhould deſcribe thoſe Perſons to them by name, or o- - 
ther outward Charaftter. But how earnally minded muſt they be, 
that could conceive ſo ſtrange an-Imagination ! They bid us let then 
know. that, which none bur God knows. For as no Member can be 
rightly a Mouth to the reſt, but that which God makes ſo, by ſpeak- 
ivg .hrough it io the reſt, and. that only at ſuch times as it is ſo 
mad- uſe of by God : So none but God knows what Member he 
will make uſe of, as « Mouth to ſpeak his mind by. Burt as all the 
Members wait upon God, in their own reſpe&tive meaſures of the 
heavenly Gift in themſelves, all are in their proper places, ready 
to be ordered and diſpoſed of by the Lord to wha: ſoever Office in, 
or Service for the Body, he ſhall ſee meet to nfſe them in. And 
ev:ry one thus truly waiting, in that which gives a true diſcerning, 
' none ſuch can be impoſed upon by any falſe Pretender. Hence it 
is, that when any of.:theſe Adverſaries (that are gone out of the 
Unity, into a- ſeparation inwardly in Spirit, and ontwardly in 
Meetings alſo, from Friends thruft into our Meetings , and take 
upon them to be a Mouth, either from God to the Aſſembly, by 
Preaching, or from the Aflembly to God, by Prayer ; they are ſa- 
youred, felt, feen and known-to..be but falſe -Pretenders ; and as 
ſuch rejeQed and denied. by Friends. But is it not range blindneſs 
in them, to Cavil at the Expreſſion of a Member- being made a 
Mouth by God to tie reſt of the Members ; when it- is plain mat- 
ter of FaQ, that divers of themſelves pretend to that Office, of 
being a Mouth to or from the Aſſembly, and on:that pretence ob- 
trude and impoſe their Preaching and Praying on Fricnds ! Does 
not this ſhe they are devoted to Cavilling ? | 

They fay. in their 31 page, Will be leave we to depend, arid not cer- 
tainly tell us what on? __. 

Rep. By this they would infinnate, that the :Author of the Book 
they pretend to Anſwer, would m ſome of the Members depend 

upan 
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upor others. Yet they- immediately-add,” Be doh 'ndt inrenit that 
ſure. But if they really believethe doth not intend that; why' would 
they ſuggeſt that he doth ſo intend, by ſaying, will he have 'us* to 
depend, and not cerrainly tell-ns what on ? when itis certyin he had 
certainly and expreſly told; what all Gods People onght codepend 
on, namely.,,. the Guitings- of the Spirit of Godin” themſctves, 
page 9. And indeed, fo'farare Friends from having, .or referring 
any to, a dependence on any Inſtrument, through - which God at 
any time ſpake ;. that they have always recommended all to the 
Grace, and Spirit of Godin themſelves, which fays Amen to the 
Teſtimony that proceeds from the- ſame Grace and Spitit.in another) 
that their dependence might be npon God in that. And had tlic Ad- 
verſcrics look'd with an indifferent Eye, they might have obſetved 
what-tche Author, of the Book they are ſo angry at, hath written 
in the 8th and 9th pagei'thereof, viz. That the ſame lowly frame 
« .of mind that receives and anſwers 'the mind of the Spirit of the 
« Lord ina Man's ſelf, will receive and have Unity with the mind 
<« 'of the ſame Spirit through another, and the reaſon is. plain ; - 
& becauſe the ſame ſelf evidencing Power and virtue that ariſeth 
«* from the meaſure of the Spirit of Truth in one elf, -and that 
« -convinceth a Man in his own heart, doth alfo attend the 
« diſcovery of the mind- of the ſame Spirit, when delivered by 
<& another. : bs Ep anſ 

They ſpeak of the Church that is perfeftly redeemed, &c. But this, 
ſay they, is that Church that js bid from-the World. 

Rep. By this they would make as if Chriſt had two Chnyches; one 
hid from the Werld, 'and another known to the World.” - But is 
the Church (or was it ever) known to the World? Was not his 
Church always hid from the World ? Can the Church: of Chriſt be - 
ſeen but by a Spiritual-Eye ? And hath the World that Eye to ſee - 
her with ? o | OT OOTY why 

In their 32 page, they fay, Why ds you -impeſe upon your. Brethren ? 

| Rep. The Inſmuatior is falſe- and malicions. Friends impoſe not - 

upon any. But-what God hath manifeſted as his mind unto us, for © 

the Service and good of his Church, that in his Fear we praQiice | 

our ſelves, and that we have recommended to others. When ſome 

have faid, thef-faw*- not the (Service of 'it, fuch haye been exhor- - 
:<d, and defiref;toiwaitupor God-in the meaſure "of his-Light, - 
Grace- 
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Greee andSpiripmanifefted in themſelves, that thereby they might 
con toe Sight and + enſe.thereof, - and: have Unity' witF their Bre- 
es emo and:in themean time 'to.be-quiet, and not oppoſe 
thoſe: things; which their- Brethren/ were conſcientiouſly concerned 
in, and which they themſelves confeſſed that they had not a fight, 
whether the things ſo recommended, were of God or not. But 
inſtead of taking this good Counſel, ſome FaCtious Spirits amongſt 
them, ſet themſelves to/obſtrutt and hinder Friends from proceed- 
ing, it the way which the Lord had led. them into ; working a- 
gainſt Friends, at firſt, in a more hidden manner, by ſly Inſinuati- 
ons and evil Sarmiſes ſecretly conveyed from Houſe to Houſe, among 
ſuch as were: weak of Underſtanding, or but yourg in the. Convince- 
me#t ant knowledge of :Truth,: or under fome #i/content' of mind, 
or ſuch as wanted a broader way than Truth allows. Theſe they 
{ſmoothly and craftily infiguated themſelves into, entertained then 
with Stories. and falſe Reporrs againſt this, that and the other 
Friend, labouring to perſwade them that ſuch ſonghe to ſet np a 
Lordly Dominio» over them, to make themſelves Rzlersof the Church, 
anUbring,others-in ſubje&tion-under them': Than which, nothing 
could be:more- fate. - But after that thoſe wicked Agents had, by 
theſe and ſuch like ungodly Courſes, beguiled many, and formed to 
themſelves (as they thought) a ſufficient party in divers parts of 
the! Nation; they then brake forth into open Oppoſition, gain- 
-Gying; 'withſtariding and diſturbing Friends in the practice of thoſe 
things, which Friends-were convinced” of, and farisfied the Lord 
had led them into, and owned themin; calling them (in ſcorn and 
deri''on) by the reproacliful and deſpightful Terms of Canons, 
Conſtirutions , Decrees , Mens-lnventions , Human. Traditions, 
Popith-Preſcriptions , Edicts, Orders , Bulls, '&c. And when 
Frieads, ſeeing them thus run out from Truth, and bandying to- 
ether againſt Truth, conld no longer receive their Teftimonies 
in our publick Meetings, as Preachers amongſt us, but were ne- 
ceſſitated to ſhew/ſome open diſlike thereof ; then did the Adverſa- 
Ties impoſe their Preaching and Praying upon Friends, requiring 
Friends to bow-irt Conformity to their Prayers, and that not only 
before and without, but even agsin#.and contrary to':Convittion and 
Perſwaſion, ( for Friends gave them to underſtand that they were 
convinced and ſatisfied in theis Jo and Conſciences, -_ 
Ts Toles wr Ron 2 tgey, 
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they, being gone from the Spirit of-Truth' and *Goſpel'of Peace, 
- ought.no to be owned as Miniſters thereof.) Nay, to- that height 
did the - Adverſaries proceed , in obtrading their Miniſtry: upon 
Friends, that (in ſome places, where they had gotten ſtrength, by: 
Numbers, ſufficient to carry on. their evil Deſigns, they impoſed 
Conformity to their own Miniſtry , under an outward Penalty, and 
that no leſs than a being exeluded from, debarred and deprived of 
the uſe of their publick Meeting-places, in-which the Friends, fo 
deprived, had, and have, a'true Right and legal Preperty. - Nor 
did they only threaten this, but. were as bad as their words, and 
did actually ſhut and keep the Friends out, and refuſe them en- 
trance inte their own Meeting-places, unleſs they would firſt pro- 
miſe to. conform. This -was Impoſition with 2 -witneſs : And 
Reding 18 a witneſs of this. 1589 F 
The Cavils they make in their 34. and. 35+ pages;- on -occafion of 
the Differences mentioned, Rom. 14. about Obſervation of Meats 
and Days,are very trivial. They do not prove that the laſtances of 
abſtaining from Meats, and obſerving; Days, are Parallels to thoſe 
parts of Church-Diſcipline,which they fight ſo much-againſt. They 
confeſs indeed, that-the inſtance of Mears,: Rom, 14. © an Inſtance 
of: Weakyeſs.;, but-they urge, that the Apoſtle's Advice was, that thoſe 
weak 0::es, notwithſtanding their weakneſs, ſhould be received. 3 
Rep. We agree with the"Apoſtle's Advice, and haveteſtified our 
Conſent thereto by our Practice: For fo long as the Adverſarigs 
kept within the bounds of weakneſs only, alleadging want of ſight, 
their weakneſs was born with, and they were received by Friends, 
in hopes that, if they waited humbly and honeſtly upon the Lord, 
he would open their underſtandings, and give them a ſight; and ſa- 
tisfation concerning the things they then doubted about. - But: when, 
not content with this bearing and forbearing,- they grew beady and 
quarrelſome, and ſought, by running into jangling diſputations, to 
ſtagger others, and ſpread the Leaven of their own doubts, that 
by making others-as doubtful as themſelves, they might raiſea party, 
to carry on ſtrife and contention by 5 they then put themſelves out 
of the ProteQtion of the Apoftle*s Adviſe, , For-as he adviſed, tore- 
ceive him that 1s weak in the Faith ;, ſo he.alſo cautioned net ro.xecerve 
bins to doubtful Diſputations. He was to be: received, if -he would-be 
auict, and his weakueſs to be born with; but;notif he would be al- 
wayes nr4giing, and raiſing Diſentions in the Church. So far as the 
| calc -- 
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caſey 'will 8d mit Compariſan; the Adverſaries Repreſentative was 
that weak one, who could nof cat whathis Brethren tonld.. He, throd 
weakneſs, could'not ear: They, throught waakneſs (of ſight) cond» 
fee what their Brethren ſaw, could not A&'as their Brethren dil p'"t 
teaſt pretended ſo. . Now, as the Apoſtle gavea cautionary Let nbt; ' 
to him. that was ſtrong ; Let not him that cateth aiſpiſe* him that caterh 
mot, Rom. 14. 3. (which Friends obſerved towards the Adverſaries; 
not deſpiling nor reje&ting them for their apparent weakneſs:but 
bearing with them, and carrying themſelves tenderly towards them ? 
So he gaveanother cautionary Let not; to him that was weak (by 
whom, as | noted;the Adverſaries are here repreſented) Lee not bir 
that eateth not, - judge him that eateth. Had the Adverſaries obſerved. 
this: Caution gf the Apoftle,- and/not judged. their Brethrew in'and 
for thoſe things, which their” Brethren' ſaw to' be their Duty; 'and 
were ſatisfied and conſcientiouſly: concerned in:(and which them- 
felves acknowledged they had not a clear fight of) the Difference 
in probability had not come to what-it now is. But the Adverſaries 
forgeting the Apoſtles Counſel, fell to judge their Brethren; :and 
that iti the moſt provoking and reflefting manner, under the names 
of Apoſtates,, Innovators, Idolaters, Setters: up 'of lordly Dominion, V- 
ſwrpers of Authority over Conſcience, Intreducers of Popery, &c.” and that 
in Prirft; ' Arid never gave over, till they: ran themſelves by open 
war, into that open: SR in which they.now ſtand: - 

In their 35th page; they fall again upon their old odd] Notion of 
making Circamſtential and Shedowy toſignific the fame thing. _- : 

Rep. Herein they err, for want of conſidering the proper nature 
of each. Every Shadow is a Repreſentation of ſome particular 
Subſtance, which it is a ſhadow of:'? But every. Circumſtance: is not 
| Repreſentative. There ate Circamftances of Tile, Plate;Gelture, 
&c.- belonging to every! Aion 3:-yet is not every ſuch Circum- 
- ſtance a Repreſentation of fome'particular Subſtince:' > Therefore 
every Circumſtance is nota Shadow. - In meeting together to wor- 
ſhip God, there muſt hea time to meet at, a Place-to meet in:* Theſe 
are Circumſtantial to the worſhip: for which the : Meeting 1s; [bat 
| theyare not Shadows. If the Adverfaries think they are, pray let 
* them aſſign the particulat” Sibftances of which they are Shadows, 
and which, as Shadows, they repreſent. But for. onght'1 ſee, they 
make-2ll things to: be-Shadows,- but: the Spirit of God. -For y 

; Ty, 
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; they-mauſt-be bftladrear Shadow; end thenadiyit 
- b>-$ubſtance, 'but that! (hich: leads/ into all - Tomb 4e) andthey-agdde 
TieSuenr's color eng ru fy ane alone guides bred el 
Tra h.- Shadany-way of.Reeſoning, - the Goſs 
" pal ot cre ſhould be as Shadewy: as-.ther Legal was, or elſe 
there muſt-be no external Appearance:of 'Workhip under -che GoCſ- 
And. yet they.ackthowkedge,. There ſhould be no Shadows in 
ChriſfeGavernments: :But,: if there ſhould be:no Shadows-jn Chriſt's 
Governinent, iand-all External-A@ts of Warſhip- (according to Hole 
notion-).are but Shadowy ; then there-muſt. be-no external Appear- 
ance or Ats-of -Worthip under Ghrift*s Government. - | And; what 
then-would-this ſhadowy, yt dark Realoging, of theirs: -bring 
things to:i-:]-wiſh-'the. .lingle-beartedcof thei begnilec) Pro- 
felites wobtd wellobſervechis,: andronfider: what | vs of Chri- 
frians they have made,'on-would mike then: : 
: -in-1Tike manner; they: blunder about the Dreunfanie, mg Effin- 
rial; puzzling 'theinſelves,-and-their-Reader;-t0, no purpoſe, for 
 wantrof applyingithe words Circwrftantisl and Effemtial to: their-re- 
and proper:Relam ver ti far they myſt relate-$0! ſomething that 
Whiech'is but. Ciraimſtautiateoone: may. be Eſſextial t6.ano-. 
ther: -Ontward Motion: ar-mation- of::the outward -Members,. is 
Circunftantial to.man 3: wot Eſſential $0 his being * for: a man may. be 
a man wibbout outwarth mation, But this outward motion, though 
Ur bei nor Eiſential c0:mav's:Being, 'yer itds Eſſential to bis Walk- 
ing, Falking;Eating,#te-.. For walkivgy. talking,cating, cannot. be 
-withont ſame ontward-rabtion of the. outward: Memhers.Av it-is thus 
-ii- Natura do in Religions-Matters.: Outward Performances art but . 
-Circumftanrial, :not;Effertial to; Religion, - imply. corfidered as in 
cir 1f;, and: trivtlyirabes inc theabſtraſts ::Bur tho&; wery” Perfor- 
-mances, /whichiare nar Eſſential to-Religion + it ſolf;; in-that ſtrict 
-Fenſe; ray beEfſential tolthe-Qutward Profehon-and:external Ex- 
.erciſe of Retigion:i-And- indeed, -no entward:; Profeſſion of Reli- 
'gioh can be made, no external Exerciſe of Religion performed, 
without the.Gireumſtance of ſome outward Aft or: Medium. ' Which 
: ſhews that outward Performences, attward- AQ: or Mediums.are 
Effential to: the Being of, outward-Profeſſion;:;:or Exerciſe. of Reli- 
on, thopgh-not-to Religion it Flf, -in thar: ſtxjt-and abſtraQive 
| ſenſe beforesmentioned, [I write this. (not with relpec to-any nk 
'Ticy ar 
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ticular Medium, JA@, 'or Perfermpnon: lt) ink genweal way, wyith 
reſpect to every Outward Perform ephan {names 
Exerciſe of traeiReligion-31 Anil tocheehatbe-mnadhiident)C 0- 


ſion, which the Adverfaries overvhaſiily: draw; bhatho 
Epics; 6a 
of Eſſentials): is, withoutimoreadas; @ meet: Sbadowe! > 1 {if} youl; 


'Fwo main 'Exceptions't y: take againſt, this; One at;the. words 
[have hadthe fear ofGed] tid-the other ate the wordsi [ane v9tipro- 


that 
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if that dllowance wat rut (obfſeroc) it was becauſe 6 hail a divitic ſenſe, ' 
Rep: If that allowarice was true? 'it ſeams then they cannot tell, 
theyhiave noaflurance} whether” that :ailowance 'was' true'' or no. 
_ Hom know they tliewwhether theſenſe, reliſh; and taſte of ir; which: 
they ſay they hatin tlicir hearts, 'was Divine, or yo ? For figce" 
theyiſay-that allowance. was becauſe; they had a divine ſenſe of it, 
&c. if the-allowance: was not-true, the ſenſe, which was the. Cauſe 
of that allowance, will not- appear to-have becn- Divine. - | 
. \ > They ad;:vtrd dre wt 10ig0 avy frrther for: a Proof, - that ſuch are: 
wrong, that wbeanrbe ſame Euidexce comes not alongrwith them ? ©) | 
Rep. Yes fare, they eſpecially; whokave fo lictle cect:inty whe- 
ther the'allowance they-gave before-was true ; .>whether the Tenſe in 
their own hearts, - on-which that aHowance was: grounded, was. Di- 
vine, had nee@gorfareher; forge progf that others ate. wrong than: 
- their 'owiy apprehenſion: the Fame. Evidence -comes.not . along 
with them.” ©: For how:-know they; -but:ghe'fame: Evidence may come 
along.with chem, whom they” judge-wrorg;; thought carnet get 
entrance into their hearts,::which are prepoſſeſſed withiill- will, pre- 
judice ant Bnvy F Was itnor 1b: with ſomeof old; whogeccived, 
owned; embraced andiallowed>'the' apoſtle [Port ab right;: and yet 
afterwatd rorned -againitrhim: as: wrong ?* Where" was the fault ? 
Did not the ſame Evidence :come atong-with' the Apoftle, and. at- 
tend .his Miniſtry, as before?: Or was there no room- intheir pre- 
Jjudiced mind; for the Evidence to enter'?.\Should not they have gune 
further thenz-for a proof that he WES:Wrong; than their: ſenſe that 
the fame Evidence came nor.along with him?:' 5 7 4 
But they ſay, Can any indifferent man think that all this Smoke can be 
without "Fire? What, onepart all right, and tether all wrong ; let them 
think<-ſo that can, we cannot. . - oo [Eqapay 
-'': RepjIN6} no: All this Smoke ignot withont-Fire 3: and: that they 
know fulf well : ' for -theykindled rhe Eire.. | But much of this Smoke 
is the Smoke of their Torment, who have ortf:day nor night; butare 
fretting and'fuming; making a Pother and Smother, and ſending: forth 
one Pamphlet after another, ſtuft witt: Ealfehoods and Reproaches, to 
keep the Five burning; andthe. Smoke aſcending, that: it potlibly xhey 
may daMken: the ſight of Tome or'other; and+by that means draw:them 
to their party. Their u#cafineſsis apparent. Their Separation _— = 
| | | anſwere 
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anſwered their Expectation, . They thought to havedrove all beſore 
them, and'with ohe ſmeep of their Leader®s Tail, ts have'drawn;; xt 


 lealt, the third.part of the Stars from Heaven, But the Lord hath 


diſappointed them, - bleſſed. be his holy Name. - So that thongh here 
and there 4 wanaring Star hath-fallen in with them ; yet-the Srars of 
the Morning ſing togetker,. and the Sons of God ſhout for joy, feeling their 
Eſtabliſhment in the heavenly Power, and their Root in him that 


-1ives for ever: From this diſappointment of the Adverſaries Ex- 
_ peRations, and the unſuccesfulneſs of their Separation to the end 
© they propoſed, 1 take it to. be, that they ſtill hover at the Meetings 

of Friends, totinck off (if they can;) unſenſible and unwary Ones, 
- and gain ſome addition to their ſeparate Party. 


When they ſay, We eanmet. think one part all right, and Pother all 


' wrong, they Teem to acknowledge that rhemſelver are not right. But | 
" if they are really ſenſible that chey are net right, -why do they not 
-ownwherein they are wrong, and cogdemn themſelves therein, that 


Repenting) they may come to be right? If they caw't think rhe 


other Part all nrong , why did they ſorevile and reproach them; and 


[25 that pbblickly in Print, as Apoftates, . Innovators, Tdolaters, ſetters" up 


_ of Idols and Iniages, Introducers of Popery, and the like? And why did 
". they divide.and ſeparate from them. 


Their 38th page gives a Quotation, pickt out of the 11th and 
12th pages of the Book they;pretend to Anſwer, and ſerves them to 
Cavil ar to the end of their Pamphlet, which is. half a dozen Leaves, 
or-more. But becauſe their, Anſwer theretoiis not; fomuch Argu- 


. mentative as a Declamatory Harazigue, and the matter thereof, for 


the moſt part, a Repetition of. what they have ſaid,-and 1 replied 


*to, before; interlarded thick withthe old;Terins [ /mpoſition, Cir- 
*cumfantial, Ceremonial, Shadowy, bringing jw: New:things, forcing mew 
* things, &c.], 1, ſhall. not thipk my ſelt--obliged. to irpitate their Pro- 
*lixiry, by following them ſtep by ſtep, over each-particular again S 


but touching on ſame Paſlages in the way, draw this Diſcourſe to- 


' wards a Concluſion. . | Od-0441% R . Orb. 
> Prep, As to the Quotaion they. give, tleygiveit not fairly: for 


- conn 


- ” 


s many Particulars together, they take liberty, to-leave out 


-- 


* what they pleaſe. They begin it thus; + He ſai-h, The Enemy 1s at 


my Preedon, and to the Grace of God in my ſelf, &c. , 


wcrk to ſcatter the minds of Friends, by thoſe leoſe Flexs, as leaveme to 


. Rep. 


, 
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Rep. Here they leave out the firſt part of that 'Plea, which the 
Anther there impleads, and which proves the Ioofe mind of them 
that ſo make it. For the Author's words lie, thns, The Enemy is at 
wcrk to ſcatter the minds of Friends, by that looſe Plea, What haft 
thou-to do with me? Leave me, &c, This ſhews thar that End of ma- 
kinp this Plea, which the Author rhere taxes as /oo/e, was to vnbody, 
to disjo; nt, diſmember, 'diflociate, diſunite Friends, ſo as that one 
ſhould have nothing to do with another, even in thoſe. things where- 
in ite Teſtimony of Trath, common to all that profeſs Truth lies, 
as wilt appear by the following Lines.. .., They. go on with their 
- Quotation thus, The plain Conſequence is to ge from antient Principles 
ard Prattices, a: there ſer down. This they ſay, Fe ſaich, and they 
ſet this down in manner and Charadter with the reſt of the Quota- 
-tion, [juſt as if he had faid it indeed; whereas his own words are 
* thus,--- © This Propoſition and Expreffion (namely, What haſt. thqu 
*© rodo with "me, &c.) as 'now underſtood and alleadged, is a 
< Deviation from, and a Peryerfion of the antient Principle of 
*« Fruth ; for this is 'the plain conſeqence of this Plea, if*any one 
* (eſpecially if. they: are but Iitely convinced ) ſhall ſay 3. I fee 
« no Evil in paying Tithcs to the Hireling-Prieſt, &c. I ſce'no 
& Evil in Marrying by the Prieſt, &c. - I ſee no Evil in decti- 
<« ning a publick Teſtimony in ſuffering Times, or hiding in tinjes 
<«< of Perſecution, &*c. I feenoEvil in worſhipping and refpeCt- 
<« ing the perſons of Men, &o. | I fee no Evil-in keeping my Shop 
& ſhut upon the World*s Holy-days and Maſs-days, as they call 
« them, &c. All this (and more) they omitted. When as theſe 
are 1nſtances of the looſeneſs of the Plea ; and which the Adver,. 
faries knew to be too true to be denied, and therefore choſe rather 
. to conceal, than revive by bringing,them forth. Nay, the Author 
_ there ſhewed the Conſequence of this Plea extended- further, that 
"he who fhonld plead it in the-Caſes before inſtanced, might go on 
to ſay to Friends, © Since yout” Teſtimony is againſt Impoktion, 
<« and for leaving every one to the meaſyre of the Grace which God 
* hath given him, not only, no Man hath”power to reprove or 
« judge me, but I may” be as good a Friend as any of you, accord- 
&« ing to my meaſare. Thisalfo they left out, ' And then, baving 
 Pieced up the reſt of the Quotation as they. pleaſed, they give no 
dire& Anſwer to it.. They-neither grarit that the things there in- 
. Ranced are Evil, as paying Ththes, Masrying by the: Prieſt; -hi- 
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ding in, times of Perſecution , &s,,.. (-Leſt perhaps they. ſhould 
ſtumble thoſe of their ' Party who expe& that Liberty.) Nor do 
they deny that thoſe, and ſuch like, things have. been, or may be, 
defended, by ſome under that Plea, What haſt thou todo with me * 
Leave me.to my Freedom, &c. But inſtead of this , they begin-- 
their long Anſwer thus, The ground of this great Woiſe and Clamour, 
was Not 400g from antient. Principles or Praftices, but your bringing in 
new things, QC. | | | 

Rep. They ſay not right. The ground of this great. Noiſe and 
Clamoux was, their going from the antient Fnndamental Principle 
of all true Principles and Practiſes, the Light. They went from 
the Light of Chritt in themſelves, and ſo became Darkned : Then 
complained they wanted: ſight, they could not ſee the Service pro- 
poſed in the things recommended. But as little ſight as they had, 
they could ſee to oppoſe and obſtruR their Brethren, and. not ſuffer 
them quietly to proceed in that, which they faw and were fatisfied 
was their Duty. They could ſee to wrangle, jangle, cavil, con- 
tend and diſturb their Brethren with ungodly Speeches, and very 
unruly and turbulent Bzhayiour, whereby they raiſed 7 great Noiſe 
and Clamour. - 

They ſay, they ought to be left to the Grace of God inthis matter. 

| Kep. Ta the Grace of God they. were left in this, and every 
matter. - But their ungodly Speeches, and unchriſtian Carriage, 
mened, though they were left to the Grace of God, they were not 
ted by it. | ; 

They fay in page 39. If nothing that is ſimply Evil. or immoral can 
be charged upen your Brethren, will you to make way fer Lordſhip and Lo- 
minion over your Brethrey, joyn with the Prophane” avd Profeſſors againſt 
them and Truth. | p x > 

Rep. No : But the Adverſaries, by their own practice, -confirm- 
ing the charge of Profeſſors and Profane againſt: the Ligbr, have 
thereby joyned with both. againſt. Friends, and Truths And: their 
ſaying here, If nothing that is /onply Evil or Immerxal can be charg- 
ed upon your Brethren, ©. . Shews how eafy. and willing they 
are to admit this Plea [” of being left to their. Freedom, '&c.] For 
a defence or Cover for thoſe , or 'the like Evils before inſtanced, 
as paying, the Prieſt Twhes, Marrying by 4 Prieſt, &c. Which though 
not ſuch things as.in the;Eye:o The Ord are acconnred fimply Evil 
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or [m:morat, are in the Eye of Truth certainly Evil, and inconfiſtent.-: 
with our principle. vo 51S 
Again, they ſay, 1f you deny that you impoſe, why are not you quiet ? . 
Rep. Friends are quiet. _ But the Adverſaries are not, will not 
be quiet 3 but in a 'reftleſs,,* toſſed, turbutent mind; and Spirit, 
are conttgually deviſing” deceitful matters againſt them that are” quiet in 
the Lard.* They.could not'be quiet till they were ſeparated; they . 
will not be quiet now they are ſeparated : but ever and anon ' 
ſome or other” of them 'come to Friends Meetings , to diſquiet- - 
Friends there. - And nar. ſatisfied 'with that neither, they Fatter,.. 
abroad their dirty Books, ſtuft' with evil Surmifes,” ſly 'Infinuati-: 
ofs, envious Reflections, and foril Falſchoods; like thoſe of Old, ' 
whom the Prophet compared to the troabled Sea, when it cannot reſt, 
whoſe Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt, Iſa. 25.20. to whom there is.” 
26 peace; ver.21. Therefore tis nowonder they are not quiet, but as. . 
raging Waves of the'Sea,: are ever and anoſl ' foaming out their own. 
ſhame, like thoſe whom Fude complained” of, wer/. 13. - Nay, 19. 
averſe are they to Quietneſs, that rather than want pretance for ' 
Strife, they have pickt up a Book that was written ſome Nine or 
Ten years ago, to make an occaſion for a new Qarrel, or to re- 
yive the Old:- - RAS te Hot ee ne Ip | 
They ſay,- pagt 4, You muſt bring thoſe things in,” abdut which. 
the Difference 1s, either as Terms of Communion, ' or rot. (It. 
Fems, as often as they have charged us' with bringing thoſe things 
in.as Terms of Communion, they do not yet know whether we 
have done fo, 'or not.) If, fay they, you did not bring them in as 
Terms of- Coumuttion, then why do you criminate your Brethren as evil 
Doers, whilf-you-bhave wathuig againſt them, but refuſing Compliance with 
your Opinions. Va Be A Sa 7d | 
Rep. Not to enumerateall we have againſt them, '(wlio, in i ſub- 
 dolous way , ſtill call themfelves 'our Brethren, . though they are 
gone from tlie true Brotherhood, that under that N ame they-might 
dous the greater miſehſef,):wehave more'apainſt them, than their 
refiſng Compliatce'with whit they ſcornfully” calf .our Opinion; 
namely , "tie Trenbits: and Diftmrbanter they -have raiſed in the 
Chnrch, by their unruly; Port, and tirbulext, Oppoſitions ; the 
Diffention and Divifionsthey: have 'auſetll "Therebh>; the! Rex. and 


Breach they have-made 3 TM ne tliey ave” begin, and carried - 


on5 the:Segarmion they haverumints3-the Wicked, envious Book? -* 
they” have Printed, to 'exvoſe'themy they: hipocritically call their” 
Brethren, and; together with themz-the Truth they profeſs, to the © 
Scorn Contemptand-Rage. of the witked'; in all which" they are- 
Evil-Doe?s.7'' And 6. they: alſo are'in ſupgeſting ,- that "Friends | 
brought'kww tits, abdut which/ (8187 lay) the Differences, 
as Terfiis of Communion. *'For thavis falſe, We/brevght: not in 
any things-as Terins of Communion. © The holy God, who is the 
Awthor of our” 'Communion -with- himſelf, and with-one another, 
hath appointed and fixed: the Terms of this Commnnjon , viz. * 
Walkig'in” the Light,' ashe is:ttv the Light, 1 Jobn 119; But f © 
would gladly ſee what the!Kdvyerfarits wilt align for thee Terms of 
their Communion * for whefe1 have had any opportanity of ob- 
ſerving them, or underſtanding their ways, I could never yet find - 
or learn, that they excluded any from Communion with them, who 
woukl go'to their” feparate-: Meetings,: and cratt-againſt Friends. ' 
Sure Tam; whoever ſhalt obſerv$;! wich'2n"indifferent'Fje; what © 
they lick-up, and whom! they 'give/the hand off Fellowſhipfto, wilt 
find no canſe to ſuppoſe the Terms of their Comihunion to be, * 
walking in the Light: © YO IRA Et 2 Bol | 

" They ſay; Woare ſue if is mere acratding to' Truth, for you to” omit = 
the doing of what you may believe) js good T"this-Seriſe;, than for- vthtrs to 
receive. what they believe is'wrong. * And this they Tpeak, in order (as: 
they pretend) to diſcominue the Diffetence/ Yo 

- Rep. : They ſtate not the Caſe fairly on either hand : for what 
they would have ns omit, they call only what we may believe 5s good ; 
whereas tliey'are not ignorant; that-we have declared we: believe 
thoſe things tobe, not- only good; but required*by* God of us as * 
our' Duty. On the other hand, 'when they ſpeak of othefs nor re- © 
ceiving them, they call it what they believe is wrong ; whereas they 
have not adventured to chargethoſe things with being poſitiyely 
wrong,” but have alleatged,' they did nof fee the Service-of them ; 
or, as ſome of their Party. have elſewhere ſtated it, they had'greae* 
cauſe to-be Jedlom, Teveral things propoſed werenot' from? Heaven, 
bat of Man'-- for in theiF Birth into the Church, they ſecmed vt to 
hear the heavenly Image.”* There'is foe ods, -furely,” between Be- 
ref ant Fealoyſy, beeween Believing-# thing to be wrong, and bav- 
va jealonfy, that it-was got from Reavei, but'bP*Man © efpttially © 

Tru "LY when 


— 


when. that Jealouſy bath; no-greaten ground-.then'ia jeaming not ;its;.:: 
bear the havenly .Image-*-i Thilg they! crafrily-exrentere- on the: one-* 
hand, and aggravate on::the other- But: when each comes to be 
rightly ſtated,..and et on :its-true- bottom,- it. will appear to be no. 
more according;to Truth, f6r Eriends.ito, omit the! doing of that . 
which. they, believe.to be {{\nagobly-goods:bn3) theirs required + Du+ 
Ly ;, than forthe Adverſarids:tofccetve what, thiey did-not- ſee the 
Service of, but were jealos' was of: Man, becauſe it ſeemed not ta 
bear the heavenly Image-.. However; ſure lam, it-had -been more 
according to [I ruth, -for the Adyerfaries to. have beech; Quiet, and. * 
not run; headily againſt whats throwgh wir of: /ight and txne Senſe,; 
they were-7ealoys-. of ;- than either-for-them-to have, made [the Qp-- 
polition, Diſturbance,” Divifoh-.2nd Separation they have made. 
Or for Friends.to have omitted: the doing that good, which- they 
believed the Lord required of thems} and felt him by his Spirit lea- 
ding them into,. and; by his good prefence.owntngithemIin, - And... 
indeed, a.readier. way.-could hardly;be/propeſed;; for d4/trxtHng «lt . 
Dmty in any Society, than to' injoyyy thoſe;; who believe it to be 
their Duty, to omit the:doing of it,” becauſe others are” jealous of > 
it. However, their here propoſing that Friends -ſhould omit the . 
doing of whatthey, belieye is good, &c. as away.or'means to dif- 
contique the; Difference:,. ſhews::that (notwithſtanding, their, loud 


Clamours, and -rciterated- Outeries againſt: Friends, for Jzipoſitjo, 
[nr ofition, Inpoſition : ) it was .not 'Friends impoſing upon them, 
bl14t gave the occaſion of the Difference : but it was Friends-re- 
Fuſins to be impoſed upon by them, to omit the doing of their helieved 
Duty, and to- be driven, - by, their; impetuous Qppoſitjon; out..of. 
the pratice af thoſe:things,; whiclthey-/beheved w&re:required of : 
them. It was not..enouzh to the Adverfaries,. not to:be impoſed 
on themſelves: but they muſt have vs omit the doing of. what we 
believed to be good, : and our Duty to do.., Was not. this Impoſt= 
. tion dn their / parts; ,- who. ſo- often cry. out- of being, impoſed. 
upon !; | | f >. 941; 


: 2955 1% IVE T3916 4933 39.3001 27 
What they ſay in their 41-page, with : Allufion to the building 
of Babel of Old, and Confuſion of Tongues that enſued  therup- 
on, needs. no more, in this place, 'than their own Application 
there of to themſelves :. for they deliver it.in the firſt;Perſon Plu- 
wal [WE.],. Was zot- (Og of one Zanguage (day, they ) whilſt ae 
| | | ..”" m00ny 
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jeg dy travelled, 860. But When UL: ford Shiner # Plain, and rok up 
Dur. dwgling there in thelikeneſt of Truths, then 44 not We, 4 others 


_ before Us, begin to build, ©x.*,, Now; this they. appropriate.,to 


themſelyes. by the Advertiſement they haveg'ven atheendaf their 
Preface to the Reader, where, after they haye ſaid, Where the Tcrm 
You, four d in the following Diſcourſe, we.intend the Author and,thoſe of 
bi mjyd;; they add, And as,the Jjerm WIR in alſo wſea," it may be un- 
der/tood in reſpeit to thoſe of the,, ſame wind, with: the, Antbor of 161is 
(that is, their) Book, Let them take tt therefore to. themſelves, to 


' whom Cif toany) it of right belongs... For they. have. been long 


—_— 


hunting for a Plain (a place of, more. Room , Scope, and Libcrty 3 
fiffling Truth's way roo ſtrait and narrow for them) and, at length 


.-have-found-one,; where: they: have'taken-ap ibeir Dwelling, ,in but 


the. likencſs of Truth, if in that. [They have. built up a Separation, 
which they deſigned for a lofty Fower, to-preſerre them from what 
they were. in no.. danger of,. [n.psſition from, thoſe they - call their 


Brethren; ; How they, have. ſped in their undertaking, may in-ſome 
 mF3{ure;,be garhered-by this,o that ſome. of theix Fellow-Builders in 


. that-work ,: have; ſince- ſubmitted 'to. the Minjſtry of the Pariſh- 


e. 


Prieſts (to go no further.) $0 that, as thoſe Babe/ Builders of qld 


"met with that they ſhunn'd, -vjz. \to' be. ſcarrered abroad, Fe: Gen. 


.-11. 4, 8. So theſe; to avaid-ag. imagined Danger, of Impofition 


. from their, Brerhrenz have:beteok themſelyes-to the Pariſh Prieſts, 


where Impoſition is avowed. How far they are divided in Language, 


- While ſome are mumbling their Mattins in-the old, Maſs- Houſes, | 


Teave themſelves to.confider., | Bt that they do agree, and ate one 
in Sptrit (as well ſuch of them as are already gone off to the Prieſt, 


as ſuch asare not; yet,) -to'write againſt the-Inapcent,. to Reproach, 
Revile, Raile at, Slander , and wickedly bely Friends, .alate ſcur- 
rilous Book of Fraxcis Bugg*s., and another . of John Pennymas's, 


. compared with others written by other of the  Adverſaries, plainly 


ſhew. Which Bo@ks came out ſo near in- time with that I am now 


Replying to, as if there had been a Intelligence held, and- Cor- 


reſpondence carried on, between the reſpe&ive Authors.. ,. 

' - They ſay, page-41, For you to call ſuch;Pleas as thoſe, Leave me to the 

Grace of God,. and to the Spirit of Truth, looſe Pleas, &c. We look upon 

it 4s of dangerous Conſequence ;, what though ſome may abuſe them, will 

ys take them away, and with them freedom of Speech! .;,_ fo 
| ep. 


$6; with reſbed ty the Pleas 
ire" ound &* $669 Thy 


_ In page 42; they aSk5* Why may tot you bs cautioned to beware of 
FLOG CENCE TC REP NTIOTILN 
| Rep) We are ofteh emfionedſo z: asthey that frequent our Meet- 
ings know: * And when that Caution is given'in the Iove of God, 

it 1s in the ſame love received: 'But'when; nnder pretence of Cau- 
tioning againſt Formality, ſome: (not diſtinguiſhing between For- 
maliy athd Farm):edvvour 60 overturn, ſubvert and take awax.al 
Form and Ordet From the? Churchiof Chit; we'tanndt receive, 
but reject, uch*Cantiors! and /Cantioners; 'ts' knowing *tMts fhey 
come not from, nor- ſerve.-the God of*Order'; but that- Spirit 
w hich would:bring ui goa ure Fe Confuſion. * D 
' In page 43, they fay, Pray Yet: ri know 'mhy [rath*s Teftimonies 11a 
| bor he ene 19h rt 7 wee ths ie al owveria Þ 
Te, © EIB ITT ITS (ol 17 3 OM: DOTOPE. 21 HINTS TSR 
1 Rep. Truths Teſtimonies are allowed, and do paſscurrantamong 
Troth's Followers. But-the Adverſaries ſhould have explained 
what- they - mean. by- 'Trath*s Teſtimonies. © For *thoſe Dofrinal 
Kiprr rineFh on, ered of o1d"Vyp Truth timfelf, (aft a wards by 
© his infpired 'Follswets, 'and&Retordedeitf the Scriptares of” Tiath, 
are Truths Teſtimonies, = a rv ay Fre "taken up arlU®uſed 
by the ſame-Spirit-that gave them fotth: ' -And the Teſtimonies that 
proceed -from the Spirit of Truth, ſpeaking through any of his 
Servants-in our Meetings, or elſewhere, at this day, 'arethe Tefti- 
monies of Truth alfo:-{And all theſe are lowed,” an& pals :cur- 
- rent amongſt Friends:”* But if the Adverſaries mean,-by T tuth's 
Teſtimonies, their own Teſtimonies, thoſe Teſtimonies that they 
bring, and thruft pon Friends in our Meetings, and'ask why" thoſe 
Teſtimonies nay not be #Howed and paſs currant 3- the Anſwer is, 


becauſe 


(89) 
becauſe thoſe Teſtimonies are not Truth's Teſtimonies, ( kow like 
ſoever they may ſeem to be, ) neither come they in Truth's way. 
They proceed not from the Spirit of Truth, but from that Spirit 
that Fights againſt Truth ; a Spirit of Diſſention, Diviſion, Diſ- 
union and Separation from Friends in Truth. 

In page 45. they ſay, Might not alittle Charity help all this, could 
you look upon ſuch as trouble you to be Conſcientious. Again, Certainly 
you cannot think that all is wrong that are diſſatisfied, &c. We would 
perſwade you better, by aſſuring, that ſome are right by being ſincere. 

Rep. They who have known theſe Troubles throughly, and have 
ſeen and obſerved their manner of Troubling, and in what Spirit 
they have done it, had need have more than # little Charity , ts 
make them look on ſuch to be Conſcientious. Was cheir publiſh- 
Ing Friends in Print to be Apoſtates, Innovators, Setters up of 
Images, Introducers of Popery , Idolaters, &c. An Argument 
that they were Conſcientious ? Was their expoſing Truth and 
Friends, by their printed Pamphlets, to the Scorn, Contempt and 
Derifion of the Wicked,' and rendring them (as much as in them 
lay) obnoxious to the Government, a token of their being Cone 
ſcientious ? Was their ſhutting Friends out of their Meting-Houſes, 
wherein they had a rightful Intereſt and Propriety, expofing an- 
tient and tender Bodies, and ſome their neareſt Relations, to all 
Extremities of Weather, and that for divers years together (as at 
Reding , and elſewhere) an Effet of their being Conſcientious ? 
O barbareas Conſciences! O —_ Barbariſm ! where ſhall a 
Parallel to this be found, uvleſs in that which Chriſt foretold his 
Diſciples, John 16. 2. They ſhall pat you out of the Synagogues : yea, 
the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth you will think that he doth God Ser- 
vice. How far theſe conſcientious T1 oublers have anſwered this Pro- 
phecy, let themſelves and others conſider. Nay, have they not 
been worſe than thoſe foreſpoken of by Chriſt ? For they were 
open Enemies ; theſe feigned Friends and falſe Brethren. Now 
whercas they ſay, Certainly you can not think that all is wreng that 
are diſſatisfied with thoſe new things brought in, at leaft, as made Terms 
of Communion. 

I Reply, We do not think all that are ſo diſſatisfied equaiy wrong : 
for we are ſenſible thoſe Troublers have, by ſlanderous Suggeftions 


and falſe Inſinuations, beguiled and betrayed ſome ; whoſe Reco- 
Sx + M0 | very 
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very out of the Snare, in which thoſe Troublers have taken them, 
we earneſtly defire and travel for. But though we do not think all 


alike wrong, yet: we do think and know that a} who think new: 
things are brought in and made Terms of Cummunion with Friends, - 


are wrong in thinking fo, Whatever they are otherwiſe. - 

And whercas they lay, They world perſwade ws better, by aſſuring 
that ſome are right by being ſincere, | 

I Reply ;.- If they are, they muſt not be any.of thoſe Troublers, who 
notwithſtanding they have ſeparate Meetings of. their own, to 
which they have withararn, and choſen to meet apart (as ſome of 
themſelves have elſewhere expreſt it) do yet frequently thruſt iz at 
ſome of our Meetings, and i»-poſe themſelves upon Friends for Prea- 
chers, asif they did it on pu poſe to diſturb, .and to make trouble 
in our Mcetings. Can. any thing be more contrary to. Sincerity. 


than this! Is not this an extream degree of Hypocriſie ! Let the 


Troublers therefore give over their Hypocriſic;and make it appear that 


they themſelves are ſincere to what they themſelves have choſen, 


and ſet up, before they take upon them-to give aſſurance of the: ſin- 
cerity of others. 

They bid us Remember, They obtrnde nothing upon you 

Rep. That's falſe. Thoſe Troublers obtrude themſclyes, their 


Preaching, and their Praying, upon Friends - (which they know, . 


(having been often told) Friends cannot -receive: ) : than which, 
what worſe they could obtrude, I-know not. And where they have 
had ſtrength by numbers, they have obrraded thefe upon Friends, 


ander the Penalty of being. deprived of- their Meeting- Houſe, if- 
they would not conform-to this Impoſition. . And becauſe Friends - 
could : not conform thereunto, . thoſe Trowblers have-aftually ſhut-. 


Friends out of their Mecting-Houſes, and do yet continue to keep 
them-out; thereby: depriving Friends of their juſt Right. - There- 
fore when any. of thoſe Troublers ſhall again come to obrrude them- 
ſelves upon Friends in our Meetings, Let them Remember this. 


Again, they ſay, The Lord-often ſpared thoſe that are wrong, for the 


fakes of thoſe that are right. 


Rep.- We know he hath done ſo, and we deſire he may do ſ6 ſtill; - 
but weleave that-to him; who beſt knows to whom, and how long, - 
| toextend that forbearance; . Bur:let not the Adverfariesabuſe God's - | 
merciful forbearance, by-continuing in the wrong,” after that the Lord : 
hath madethemſcenſible that they are wrong. - They 
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They add, 41d 'tis 0ur Doffrine, Tares ſhould be ſuffered to grow, ra- 
ther than deftroy Wheat. 

Rep. And *tis Chriſt's DoQtrine, and his own Expoſition of his 
Parable of the Tarzs, that the Field, in which they ſhould be ſuffered 
to grow, is the World, Mat. 13. 3g. This is a good Argument a- 
gainſt Perſecution, or o«tward Violence, for Religion's ſake. Men 
ought-not” to be killed, deſtroyed, pluckt up, and rooted out of the 
World, only becauſe they are Tares, or a wrong Seed of the Enemies 


ſowing. But I wiſh the Adverſaries would ſpeak plainly, whether 


it be their Doarine that ſuch Tares, called by Chriſt, The Childrez: 
of the wicked One, ſhould be ſuffered to grow in the Church, the 
Garden of God, after they are diſcovered, diſcerned, plainly Per- 
ceived, and certainly known (as the Tares in the Parable at the firſt 
ſight were) to be Tares. Ah, how would this looſe Spirit, - that is 
got up in ſome, turn Spiritual Zzo#, the incloſed Garden of God, in- 
to a Plowed Field ! However, it is to be hoped, Their applying the Pa- 
rable of Tares io themſelves, may help to make ſome others under- 
ſtand them better, than hither to they have done. And their plead- 
ing for a Toleration for Tares to grow in the Church (for of the 
Church, and its Members, they here treat ; not of the World: ) 
may give ſome a further ſight of their Deſign for ſhelrring Evil, and 
what they aim at in this Plea, thanever they had before, 

After they have ſhewed the utmoſt of Immodcration in managing 
the Difference on their own part, they now at length begin to 
preach Moderation to Others. 

If, ſay they, this Difference cannot be ended, manage it with 
more Moderation (they might have added, than them{cl;es have 
done) and in that love of God, that it may be ſkewed the Lord 15 at hand, 
to gather different apprehenſions into a better Temper. (They might have 
added, than Themſelves have hitherto beea in.) | | 

Rep. Bat why did they not think of this A7oderarion, bore they 
publiſhed their many /candalous and malicious Books, to the defa- 
ming of Truth and Friends to the world, as much as in them lay? 
Why did they not preach this Ayderarion to their own Party at Red- 

ng, and other Places, to have gathered them into a better temper 
(for a worſe they could hardly have been in) than to keep Friends 
out of their Meeting-Houſes, whercin they had a juſt and legal 
Property, and expoſe them, for divers Years together, to thoſe 
N 32 hardſhip 
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hardſhips that Heat and Cold, Rain and Storms of Weather bring ? 
They, who have done the greateſt miſchief by their [mmoderation 
_ that they can, begin now to recommend Moderation to others. And 
they, who have done their utmoſt to diſhoneur the God of Truth and 
Peace, before the People, by publiſhing their wicked Books, and ſetting 
up their ſeparate Meetings, do now take upon them to exhort 
Others to Moderation ; Orherwiſe, ſay they, you will diſhoncur the 
God of Truth and Peace, before the People, Is not this Hyprocriſte in 
Y AI. ; 
: They add, pag. 45. You muſt agree together quietly, or part friend- 
ly, or you are no Preachers of Righteouſneſs, whatever your Principles of 
1 rutn may be. 

Rep. To what end do they propoſe this now, ſo long after they 
have actually parted from us They have had their ſepara:'e Meetings 
theſe many years. And more than a year ago, ſome of them gave 
us to underſtand in Print, that they had choſen to meet apart, and had 
withdrawn. But {ince they did neither agree quietly with us while 
together, nor: did pert Friendly when they withdrew, des it not 
follow upon them, according to their own words, that They are na 
Preachers of Righteouſneſs, whatever Principles of Truth they may 
hold ? They urge the Example of Abraham and Lor, for parting by 
agreement. But they do not take notice, that that was only a 
parting of outward Habitations, and that through Neceſſity, becauſe 
the place was not large enough to hold them. So that this was not 
a Religious parting, muchleſs a parting through Oppoſition of their Spi. 
rits, Yet this was in the VUncircumciſed ſtate too : for Circumci- 
fion was not inſtituted till after this. But they would do well to 
conſider, that Lot, who took his Choice, and parted from Abraham 
the Friend of God, came to great Loſs, and ſuffered deeply thereby. 
For though, at firſt remove, he pitched his Tent but towards Sodom, 
Gen, 13. 12. yet quickly afrer we find him ſettled #2 Sodom, chap. 
14. 12. And he had not long been there, before he was made 
a Captive, and was glad to be reſcued by him he had parted from. 
O that all, that are in danger of being beguiled, betrayed and led 
away. by this Dividing Spirit and its Agents, would:conſider theſe 
things in a Spiritnai Application, and beware of Separating from God's 
Friends ,, leſt, by the pleafantneſs of the Platns (where hberry, free- 
a;m, room and ſcope may be had, to walk at wil) they be allured to 

pitch 
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pitch their Tents towards myſtical Sodom, and by degrees drawn 
into it ! | 

It follows in their Book, But why cannot you agree together, whilſt 
you own one and the ſame righteous Principle ? 

Rep. By this it ſeemsas if owning a Principle, were Terms of their 
Communion. To own the Principle of Truth, is one thing : to 
hold it, keep to it and obey it, is another. Many do the one, that 
do not theother. Many own the Principle of Truth in words, that 
never came into Obedience to it : and ſome that have departed from 
obedience to the Principle, have yet retained a verbal Acknowledge- 
ment of it. And of them that have made Profeſſion of the Truth,and 
afterwards turned their Backs upon it, how few are there that do 
not own the Principle ! They find fault with ſomething or other in 
the Society, to make themſelves an Out-let, that they may thereby 
ſlip out, and ſhake off the Toke of Chriſt, which is as neaſe to the 
Wrong, as eaſie to the Right. But they commonly cry up the Prin- 
ciple ſtill. Do not Pennyman, Criſp and Bugg own in words the 
ſame righteous Principle ſtill? Let me turn the Queſtion then up- 
on the Adyerfaries, and ask them, Why cannot you and thoſe 
men agree together, whilſt you and 'they own one and the ſame 
righteous Principle ? Nay, why cannot you and they agree in other 
things, as well as in contending againſt Truth, and writing Books againſt 
Friends ? 

They add, Yon came out together, have you not done the greater, and 
cannes you ds theliſs? That's ſtrange. | 
 Kep. That's not ſo ſtrange, as they would make it. Iſrael of 
old came out of Egypr together (and with them a mixt multitude, 
Exod. 12.38. or, as in the Margin, a great Mixture.) But all they 
that came ont together, did not agree to travel on together. No, 
fome grumbled and murmured at the Hardfhips in the way, Some 
emulated and repined at the ſuperior Gifts and Graces of their Brethrex. 
Some let in, and cheriſhed Evil Surmſes, and falſe Jealouſies con- 
cerning their Brethren, as if ſome of their Brethren ok too much 
upon them, and lifted themſelves up above the Congregation, and ſought 
a Principality or Lordly Dominion over the reſt, Numb. t6. Thus 
wrought the ſubtil Enemy after divers manners, to divide, ſcatter 
and turn ezfide, ſome after one manner, ſome after another. Some 
were ſwallowed »p of the Earth, and periſhed in their Gajn-ſaying. 
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Some were for 1aking themſelves 2 Captain, ( in oppoſition to the 
Captain God had made, )) and for returning again into Egypt, the 
.- Land of Darkneſs out of which they came up together. Others. 
* were.con{umed by- the Fire of the Lord, which in hot Indignation 
brake-forth againſt them. And all the AMurmurers fell in the Wilder- 
meſs. Now all theſe. things (as the Apoſtle ſays) hapned unto them 
. for Examples : and they are written for our Admozition, 1 Cor. 10.1 1, 
Therefore Afurmur net ye, 4s ſome of them alſo Murmared, and were 
. deft royed of the Deſtroyer, ver. 10. ; 
That which remains of the Adverſaries. Book is moſtly a Re- 
capitulation, or contrated Repetition of their foregoing Reaſo- 
nings, grounded upon a falſe Hypotheſis er Suppoſition , that 
: Friends would impoſe new things, as matters of Faith and terms 
of Communion; and- would bring in blind Obedience , by preſ- 
ting Conformity before Convidtion, and the like : which, I hope, 
the Reader will find, to his Satisfaftion , refuted before. That 
: therefore I may not ſwell this Book with unneceſſary Repetitions, 
I will only recommend to the Reader's Obſervation, what, after 
all their Outcry againſt bringing in new things (as they call them ) 
_ the Adverſaries themſelves grant, in page 48. in theſe words ; Any 
' Particular, or any Aſſembly of the Community, may offer what « nem, 
if they ſincerely believe it geod and Scrviceable, without breach of Unity, 
or at leaft of Communion, but (ſay they) we cannot find to the bring= 
ing of new things iny 44 matters of Faith, or terms of Communion, that 
any Aſſembly have any more power than 4 particular Perſon. 

Rep, What Power an Allembly may have more than a particular 
Perſon, I liſt not here to diſpute, becauſe I would not (like them) 
pick occafion of Debate and Quarrelling. But ſince Friends have not 
offered any of the things, the Adverſaries except againſt under the 
Notion. of new things, as matters of Faith to others, or as terms 
of Communion ; bur have only offered ſuch things as they ſizcerely 
belizue are good and Serviceable : let it ſuffice, that Friends have here- 
in done no more, than the Adverſaries here grant may be done, 
by any Particular, or any Aſſembly of the Community , without 
breach of Unity or Communion. - The Breach therefore of Unity 
2nd Communion that now-1s betwixt them and Friends, muſt lie, 
and doth, at the Adverſaries Door, who (by the heady, willful, 
violent and turbulent Oppoſition they made, to obſtruct and _ 
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der Friends from proceeding on, in the uſe aid praftice of thoſe - 
- things, which the Friends ſincerely believed , and do yet believe, 
| fo be good and Serviceable) have run'themſelves into open War, and: ' 
that-in Print, againſt Friends, and into I and Separa- 
Hon from Friends. So that it is They have broken themſelves off from 
the Unity, Communion and Society of Friends, both i»wardly in 
Spirit, and oztwardly alſo in Religious Exerciſes. The Lord (if it 
be his good pleaſure) give them yet a clear ſight, and true fenſe of 
the great Evil, and Miſchief they have done againſt God, his 
Truth and People ; that in the ſenſe thereof they may. be truly- 
humbled, and bowed down before him, and: brought to ſuch an- 
honeſt and ſenſible Acknowledgment thereof, as may- evidence® 
their ſincere Repentance, that, through Judgment, they niay finds 
Mercy, and obtain Remiſlion from'him- | 


THE END- 


Bf the Miſtakes committed in Printing, - the moſt material that 
have been yet obſerved, are here noted to be Corre&ed. Others - 
of leſs moment, as miſ-ſpellings, -mif-placing of- Letters, - or © 
Stops, the Reader is defired to amend in reading.  * 
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